
As I look over the list of activities that YSURA members 
have participated in this year, I am amazed at the variety.  
Whatever your preference may be, whether athletics (Scrap-
pers outing), fine arts (Butler Museum visit), gambling 
(Wheeling Island), dining (lunch at Alberini’s), or simply a 
chance to sit and talk with former colleagues (summer pic-
nic at the Saxon Club), the YSURA members have had an 
opportunity to enjoy a full range of activities.  Participation 
by the members has been good.  Evidently, the range of ac-
tivities has been adequate for I have noticed that different 
activities draw different segments of the YSURA member-
ship.  This is not unexpected since we don’t all have the 
same preferences.

You may not have heard of Senate Bill 269 which, if it becomes law, has the potential to 
have a major negative effect on our retirement systems.  You need to be aware of it and be 
active in securing its defeat.  Details about SB 269 are included in an article found later 
in this newsletter.  YSURA has largely avoided involvement in political activities, but 
this is one area for which an exception is made.  We speak up when attacks are made on 
the retirement systems.  Earlier this year, we wrote letters to the directors of each of the 
retirement systems, urging them to be aggressively proactive in response to the series of 
newspaper articles attacking the retirement systems.  We received good responses to our 
letters from the directors of all four retirement systems.

If you have not already returned your YSURA membership renewal, I urge you to do so 
without further delay.  YSURA is only as strong as our membership.  Renew your mem-
bership and participate in as many of the activities as you find interesting.  If we haven’t 
already scheduled your favorite activity, speak to any of the board members and we will 
see if we can make it happen.

The YSURA Board of Directors will have four vacancies to fill at the end of this year.  
The term of office is four years.  The board meets the first Wednesday of each month in 
Kilcawley Center.  If you are willing to serve and would like to be considered for one 
of these vacancies, speak to any of the current Board members or check the appropriate 
space on the membership renewal form.

In the last newsletter, I mentioned our grandson.  I am always amazed at how much he has 
grown and the new things he has learned since we last saw him. As I said earlier, he is the 
smartest, best-looking kid ever, with the exception of your grandchildren.

G. L. Mears
President, YSURA
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Summer Picnic

The summer picnic was held at the Saxon Club on June 16, 2010.  Sixty-two people attended this informal gathering 
and a good time was had by all.  Below are some of the attendees.

Past Events

Scrappers Game

The YSU Retirees Association 
sponsored a baseball outing at the 
Eastwood Field on July 13, 2010.  
Forty-six YSURA members and friends 
attended the picnic and game between 
the Mahoning Valley Scrappers and the 
Hudson Valley Renegades.   The group 
cheered the Scrappers on to a 4 to 2 
victory in a very exciting contest. 
 
A great time was enjoyed by all 
participants especially since the food 
was good, the weather was beautiful 
and the Scrappers won!  We hope to 
attend a game again next summer, so 
plan to put it on your calendar.

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
  

	
  

Nick Leonelli Pam Palumbo and Sharyn Fees Mary Place Thomas and Jim Kiriazis

Gwen Latessa, Sue Lewis and Carol Kordupel G. L. Mears and Gordon Longmuir



Stephen Hanzely, with Habitat for Humanity of Mahoning County, was named 2009 Habitat Volunteer of the 
Year for the State of Ohio.  The award was presented to Steve at the 2010 Habitat for Humanity of Ohio Statewide 
Conference held in Columbus, Ohio.  This award was given for significant contributions to advance the mission 
of Habitat for Humanity.

Steve has served his affiliate in a number of invaluable capacities.  Steve began volunteering with Mahoning 
County Habitat in 2002.  He was elected to the board first as the vice president and then president in 2006.  He 
is the primary grant writer as well as a member of the advisory committee.  Steve has been directly involved in 
more than $1.3 million in fundraising during his time with the affiliate. 
  
In addition to his talents as a grant writer, Steve went above and beyond in 2009.  When the executive director 
went on maternity leave, Steve stepped up to take her place. 

In 2009, Steve wrote grants raising more than $175,000 for the Mahoning County Habitat ReStore.  It allowed the 
affiliate to build a 6,000 square foot expansion to their building, buy and outfit the affiliate vehicles, and improve 
the energy efficiency of the building.  In addition, his grants raised more than $225,000 for the affiliate’s housing 
ministry.  They built and completed two new homes, started a third, and rehabbed and sold two “recycled” 
Habitat homes.  Without Steve’s grant writing, four families would not have had the chance to spend their first 
Christmas in their own home.   

He also worked with the county negotiating Mahoning County Habitat’s NSP1 contract, a project that is extremely 
complex but could result in more than $250,000 for home construction.  

Steve helps provide Mahoning County Habitat with sustainable partnerships with grant funders, church partners 
and business contacts.  He helps recruit and work with board members to ensure that the affiliate has a solid 
foundation.  Steve is a major factor in getting Mahoning County Habitat to the place they are today.  

“It is volunteers like Steve that have made the dream of home ownership a reality for so many needy families 
here in Ohio and around the world,” said Ryan Miller, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of Ohio.  
[Reprinted from the Columbus Dispatch]

Retiree News

Beginning with the Spring 2008 Commencement ceremonies, current and retired YSU faculty have been asked to 
carry the University Mace, a tradition that Les Domonkos, Emeritus History, had long sought to establish.  Maces 
originally represented the power of a bishop in battle and served as protection for the clergy who were forbidden 
to draw blood.  The mace later became symbolic of power and authority in civic ceremonies.  In the 16th century, 
Oxford University began using a decorated mace in its ceremonial processions to signify academic independence 
and excellence.  Since that time, the mace has been a sign of educational tradition and distinction.

YSU retirees who have served as macebearers include: Janet DelBene, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry (Spring 
2008 Graduate Commencement); Jim Morrison, Professor Emeritus, Psychology (2009 Freshman Convocation); 
Steve Hanzely, Professor Emeritus, Physics & Astronomy (Fall 2009 Commencement); Ron Gould, Professor 
Emeritus, Music (2009 Honors Convocation); Barbara Brothers, Dean Emeritus of Arts and Sciences (Spring 2010 
Undergraduate Commencement); Joe Edwards, Dean Emeritus of Fine and Performing Arts (Spring 2010 Graduate 
Commencement); and Warren Young, Professor Emeritus, Physics & Astronomy (2010 Presidential Installation).

University Mace



Artists at the Senior Independence Senior Center of Mahoning 
County, 1110 Fifth Avenue, Youngstown, exhibited their works 
during an art show on April 13 and 14, 2010 at the center.  
Brigitta Hanzely displays her painting that earned the Best 
of Show award.  Other winners were Mary Pinter, J. Harris, 
Ethel Nelson, Stella Ziegler, Judy Ours, Eugene Bennett, 
Sonny Lazar, Pete Balaban, Joe Alessi, A. Craig, P. Zelinski, 
B. Anderson, Dorothy Lesko, P. Richards, J. Rogers, and R. 
Bonis.  The artists were honored at a reception on April 16.  
[Reprinted from The Vindicator]

Introducing A New Board Member
George D. Beelen has had a long love affair with what is now YSU.  
It started when he enrolled as a student in 1954 and continued as a 
limited-service history instructor in 1962, as a full-service professor 
from 1966-1996 (with 15 of those years as chair of the history 
department), lobbyist for YSU from 1996-2000, and limited service 
again from 2000-2004.

George and his wife, Betty, have always liked to travel; they 
accelerated the pace during the retirement years, traveling to Ireland, 

China, Italy, Switzerland, Mexico, Canada, France, Croatia and Romania, among others, in addition to cross-
country travels, both east and west.  Visiting with their three children and nine grandchildren is always on 
their radar screen.  They also enjoy theater in New York, Stratford and Niagara-on-the-Lake as well as local 
theater.

Another labor of love is the Ohio Cultural Alliance which George founded while at YSU and continues to 
preside over, now in its 24th year.  It was begun as a continuing discussion of Mexico with those who traveled 
with him to that country, and it eventually became a cultural organization that treats many cultures, countries, 
people and traditions and includes a talk, dinner and cultural enrichment each meeting.  There are ten meetings 
a year with an average attendance of 225-250 people per meeting.

	
  

Lowell and Ellen Satre spent three months tandem 
bicycling in New Zealand earlier this year and 
say that the scenery is as stunning as everyone 
has reported.  They bicycled nearly 2,500 miles, 
camping all the way, but assure us that there is a 
wide variety of transportation and accommodations 
available for all preferences and pocketbooks.

Pictured left to right:  Lowell Satre, Larry Haims, 
Ellen Satre and Hugh Earnhart

	
  

	
  



Helen Yozwiak, YSU graduate and wife of 
Ben Yozwiak, Dean Emeritus of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, died on August 8, 
2010.  She had celebrated her 90th birthday 
in April.  She and Ben were married for 66 
years.  Ben is now residing at Meridian Arms 
on Meridian Road.

In Memoriam
Iole Checcone, Foreign Languages and Literature

Lyn Hemminger, Human Performance and Exercise Science
Carol Mikanowicz, Health Professions
Howard Pullman, Teacher Education

Jane Reid, Marketing
Sharon Shipton, Nursing

David Sweet, Former YSU President

2009-2010 Retirees

2010 Heritage Award Recipients
	
  

Ann Harris joined the Department of Geology as an Adjunct Instructor in 1961 
and advanced through the ranks over the years to a full professorship.  Since 
retiring in 2000, she has continued as Professor Emeritus of the Department 
of Geological and Environmental Sciences.  Her degrees include a Bachelor 
of Science in Geology in 1956 from Kent State University and two years 
later a Master of Science in Geology from Miami University, Oxford, 
Ohio.  In 1975 she was approved as a Certified Professional Geologist by 
the American Institute of Professional Geologist (AIPG) and then in 1981 
was approved by the State of Indiana.  She became a member of the Ohio 
Screening Committee in 1992  and was elevated to the chair position in 
1995 and is continuing to serve as chair.  Since 1977 she has served as a 

professional consultant to many engineering firms as well as to local, state, and federal officials in the areas of 
abandoned deep coal mine stabilization of numerous mines in Mahoning, Trumbull, and Columbiana counties, 
frequently from the planning stage to the stabilization stage.  In 1978 she was awarded a Distinguished 
Professorship by YSU, and received the Woman of the Year for Public Service by the YWCA of Youngstown.  
In 1981 she was awarded the Jefferson Award by the American Institute of Public Service.  In 1985 she worked 
with then-Representative Joseph Vukovich in the establishment of the Mine Subsidence Insurance Bill for the 
State of Ohio and actually sat next to then-Governor Celeste when the bill was signed.  She is an expert on the 
geology of our national parks as evidenced in her book “Geology National Parks” which has been used as a 
text for courses at many colleges in the United States and is sold in many of the national parks.  She is currently 
working on the 7th edition of this book.  She has been featured in the Youngstown State University Magazine 
(Fall 2009 issue) and the YSUpdate (August 2009 issue), documenting her research and the updated website she 
launched identifying abandoned deep coal mines throughout the region.  This website, www.ysu.edu/mines, is 
of use to researchers, realtors, contractors, land developers, insurance companies, natural gas and water well 
drillers, and government agencies—an incredible contribution to the communities.  She plans to continually 
update and expand the site to eventually include all of Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.  She served as 
a member of the Advisory Committee responsible for building the Geology portion of the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History and a member of the advisory committee for HUD funding for the City of Youngstown. 
She established the “Harris Scholarship for Geology Majors” which assists students with expenses for the 
required summer field camp.  She has been cited as a source of information for the Ohio Geological Survey 
and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and has assisted communities in locating water 
wells.  Upon her retirement in 2000, the title Professor Emeritus was conferred upon her by the YSU Board of 
Trustees.  [Reprinted from the 2010 Faculty/Staff Awards Program]



Harold Yiannaki served Youngstown State University in various 
capacities from 1969 until he retired in 2002 including an Administration 
Specialist, Admissions Counselor, Assistant Director of the Admissions 
Office, Director of Admissions, Registrar, Director of Enrollment 
Services, Executive Director of Campus 2000, part-time instructor, and 
the Executive Director of External Relations.  His degrees include Ed.D. 
(1984) and M.A.Ed. (1972), both from the University of Akron.  He is 
credited with establishing an excellent high school visitation program 
and built a great relationship between the University and the high school 
counselors.  He was instrumental in YSU entering into the online records 
and registration process which was one of the first in the country.  As 
Executive Director of Enrollment Services, he was responsible for the 
development of new direct mail strategies for recruiting target markets 
and worked closely with branch campuses and community colleges to 
achieve articulation agreements to provide a smooth transition of transfer 
students into YSU.  He assumed the role of liaison to the Northeastern 

Ohio Universities College of Medicine, including participation on the Faculty Council, Academic Review 
and Promotion Committee, Curriculum Committee, Faculty Promotions Committee, and Academic Council.  
He represented the University at the Northside Citizens Coalition and was a member of the Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation.  He was responsible for planning activities to improve housing for students and area 
residents, property acquisition, grant writing for funding to complete renovation projects, working with the 
Joint City-University Commission, representing the University on a variety of community organizations, and 
implementing strategies for campus development.  He also initiated and developed academic programs to meet 
the needs of the local area.  He provided leadership, direction, and coordination of the efforts of the offices of 
Admissions, Registration and Records, Financial Aid, and New Student Relations.  He initiated cost-savings 
programs and innovations to recruit students.  His leadership improved the processing of student registration 
and admission through the creation of online, student-driven systems.  Accomplishments toward the end of his 
career include partnership development with the Trumbull 100 which works toward improving the educational 
system in Warren through the improvement of libraries in the elementary schools.  He was also involved with 
partnership development with the Oak Hill Renaissance Place (formerly the Southside Hospital).  He was 
chairperson of the governing board of the MAC Tech Prep program for nearly eight years, and he was involved 
with the Wick Park Model Neighborhood.  After his retirement in 2002, the YSU Board of Trustees conferred 
upon him the title Administrator Emeritus in recognition of his long and distinguished service to the University.  
[Reprinted from the 2010 Faculty/Staff Awards Program]

Facts About Our Pensions
• Our pensions are deferred compensation.
• Historically, the majority of retirement income is from the return on investments.
• Social Security is limited for our pension recipients.  Even if they paid into it, they only get 1/3 of
   their benefit.
• Retirees pay toward health care for themselves and any family members.
• “Double-dipping” is not against the law and is a common practice in many professions, both public
   and private.
• Public pensions support the economies of local community and state.  Each dollar paid out in pension 
   benefits supports about $1.96 in total economic activity in Ohio.
• Each dollar in taxpayer contributions is a minor source of financing for retirement benefits; investments and
   employee contributions finance the lion’s share.

	
  



Senate Bill 269
If you are not aware of Senate Bill 269, you should be.  SB 269, if it becomes law, will have the potential to 
bring about massive changes in the state government including the four pension systems.  The bill provides 
for the appointment of a 15-member commission that would include 13 state senators and representatives, an 
appointee by the Governor, and an appointee by the Auditor of State.  The commission would have the authority 
to review and recommend changes to the operation of all state bodies including STRS and OPERS.  The 
changes could include the consolidation of agencies, the elimination of agencies, the changing of the missions 
of agencies, and the creation of new agencies.  In short, no state operation would be beyond the review of this 
commission.  Given the widespread criticism of the retirement systems across the state, the misleading and 
even incorrect information that has been presented by the newspapers and other media, one cannot help being 
concerned about the future of the STRS and OPERS retirement systems.
 
The commission would operate much like the federal military base closing commission. The recommendations 
of the SB 269 commission would be presented to the legislature not later than July 1, 2011 for an up-or-down 
vote on the entire package, perhaps including major negative changes to STRS and OPERS.  Given the negative 
view that the public has of government in general, one would expect the package of recommendations to pass 
and be signed into law by the Governor.
 
YSURA has refrained from becoming involved in any political issues but SB 269 is an exception for it has the 
potential to strike at the vital interests of our members, specifically, our income and our health care. For that 
reason, we urge you to contact your state senator and state representative to express your concern.  A list of 
state senators and representatives, along with their mailing addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses, 
is included below.

State Senators and Representatives



Fall Meeting of YSURA
Date: 	  Thursday, October 14, 2010

Time:	  11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Place:	  MVR, 410 North Walnut Street

	  Youngstown, Ohio

Cost:	  $13 per person

Speaker: YSU President Cynthia Anderson

Program Suggestions and Locations	

Please feel free to email program and/or location suggestions to 

Pam Palumbo at papalumbo@ysu.edu.

YSU Women Retirees
Dates:	 October 21, November 11, December 9, March 10,
	  April 14, May 12 and June 9 (2nd Thursday of the 
	 month except January, February, July, and August).  
Time:	 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place:	 To be announced in each mailing
Dues:	 $10 (helps supports scholarship program) 

We look forward to seeing you at our next luncheon.  If you 
need a notice of luncheon menu sent to you or want further in-
formation about joining the group, please call Jeanne Tydings 
(330-542-2415) or Mary Belloto (330-549-0592).  

Upcoming Events

Retirees’ Breakfast
Date:	 First Tuesday of every month
Time:	 9:00 a.m. 
Place:	 Denny’s on 224 in Boardman except April
	  and October which are at Dutch Haus 
	 in Columbiana
Cost:	 Whatever you spend for breakfast


