
With the coming of fall, it’s time for everyone to 
renew their YSURA membership.  Your $10 annual 
membership fee pays for the organization’s operating 
costs, primarily printing and mailing.  As in the past, 
new retirees receive their first year’s membership 
free.  The ERIP currently in place at YSU and the 
proposed changes to STRS and OPERS have generated 
an unusually high number of University retirees this 
year.  All of these new retirees are invited to join the 
retirement association and become active participants 
in the organization.  For anyone who didn’t receive 
a membership application in the mail or may have 
misplaced it, the form is available by visiting             
www.ysuretirees.org or contacting one of the YSURA 

board members.  Membership in the YSURA is a great way to learn about YSU and state 
retirement system activities which might affect retirees’ pensions and benefits.  It also 
provides a valuable link to YSU events and your former colleagues. 

If you’ve been following the news surrounding the State of Ohio retirement systems, 
you’re probably aware that the legislature has yet to enact any of the changes originally 
proposed by the executive directors of the systems in November 2009.  Two significant 
things have happened this year, however, which will have an impact on retirees as well 
as current public employees.  The first is the enactment of SB5, which places restrictions 
on collective bargaining by public employees in Ohio, and the second is the successful 
campaign to place a repeal of SB5 on the November ballot.  By the way, a “no” vote on 
Issue 2 on the November 8 ballot is a vote to repeal SB5.  Currently, the Ohio Retirement 
Study Council (ORSC), which is charged with overseeing the retirement systems, is in 
the process of hiring a consulting firm to study the proposed system changes, in particular 
the actuarial assumptions, and make a report back to the ORSC.  The ORSC will then 
make recommendations to the legislature about what changes should be made to each 
of the systems.  Ongoing updates detailing the status of the project are available at both 
www.strsoh.org and www.opers.org.

As you might recall, in the spring edition of the Courier, I was less than receptive to 
the heavy snowfall during the winter of 2011.  That feeling hasn’t changed.  Little did 
I know that it would be followed by one of the wettest springs on record and then by 
one of the hottest summers.  After surviving the first three seasons of the year, I can’t 
help but wonder what fall has in store for us.  In spite of the unusual weather patterns, 
however, YSURA members and their guests enthusiastically attended a variety of events 
throughout the spring and summer.  Many other events are either scheduled or are in the 
planning stages.  As in the past, if there is an event or trip you would enjoy but we haven’t 
sponsored, please let one of the directors know and we’ll do our best to make it happen.  
I look forward to seeing each of you at some of our future events.

 
Ed James - President, YSURA
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Newsletter 
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Additional information may be obtained by 
contacting an officer and/or visiting our website at 
www.ysuretirees.org. 

Items for the newsletter should be addressed to 
Gwen Latessa or Barbara Brothers by March 1 for 
the spring issue and September 1 for the fall issue.

From Your President...
Fall 2011



Spring 2011 Luncheon

The May 17, 2011, YSURA spring luncheon held at the 
new YSU Williamson College of Business was attended by 
70 people.  Christine Shelton and Tony Kos, both from the 
College of Business, provided guided tours of the new state-of-
the-art facility and lunch was served in the Conference Center.  
Following the meal catered by Sodexho Food Services, Tony 
Kos spoke about the construction of the new 110,000-square-
foot building and all it has to offer to students, faculty and staff, 
and President Cynthia Anderson provided a campus update. 

Spring 2011 Casino Trip

Fifty-five hopeful gamblers packed a bus for a day trip to the Meadows Casino in Washington, Pennsylvania, on April 27, 
2011.  There were some winners and everyone had a great time—even those who didn’t win!  

Past Events

Scrappers Baseball Game

On July 6, 2011, 31 YSURA members and guests attended the baseball game at Eastwood Field between the Mahoning 
Valley Scrappers and the Williamsport Crosscutters.  Prior to the game, everyone gathered at the Eastwood Field Picnic 
Garden where they enjoyed a picnic dinner and a chance to mingle with other attendees.  In addition to the picnic and 
a reserved seat ticket, each attendee also received a Scrappers baseball cap and some discount offers. Although heavy 
thunderstorms were predicted for the evening, the poor weather waited until the game had ended and everyone left the 
stadium.  The Scrappers were not as fortunate, however, as they lost to the Crosscutters for the second night in a row.  

Summer 2011 Luncheon

The YSURA summer luncheon was held on July 19, 2011, at the Saxon Club Pavilion.  Fifty-four members and guests 
enjoyed each other’s company and the picnic-style food.  Some of the attendees included:

      Joe Dubos, Ed James & Phil Hirsch Deb & Don Mathews Elmer Foldvary, Fred Koknat

& Tom Shipka

Loretta Liptak,  Wealthie Prince & the  50/50 Money

Fall 2011 Casino Trip

Forty-four people traveled to Soaring Eagle Casino in 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on September 20 and 21, 2011.  
It was a trip of firsts—the first overnight trip and the 
first time at Soaring Eagle.  The facility was very nice 
and there were quite a few winners, including one big 
winner on a penny machine!

Carol Kordupel & Sue Lewis
Happy Winners Hugh & Mary Kay Earnhart



In Memoriam

TAYLOR ALDERMAN passed away on September 24, 2011, at the age of 72.  Originally from Hillsville, Virginia, he 
received a Bachelor of Arts from Emory and Henry College, a Master of Arts in American Studies from the University 
of Wyoming and a Ph.D. in English from the University of New Mexico.  He was an instructor at Christopher Newport 
University and served as an English professor, chair of the English department and vice president of Personnel Services at 
YSU.  He retired in 1992 after 23 years of service.

WILLIAM COLLINS died on October 2, 2011, at the age of 73.  He was a graduate of Boardman High School and 
Youngstown State University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and a Master of Business Administration.  
He was employed by YSU as its Financial Aid director for 28 years, retiring in 1996.

RALPH CRUM passed on December 7, 2010, at the age of 79.  A 1948 graduate of Austintown Fitch High School, he 
attended the Carnegie Institute of Technology where he achieved a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering in 1956.  He was a faculty 
member at Carnegie Tech for several years before he began his employment as principal scientist and project manager of 
the space division with the North American Rockwell Corporation.  He then served on the faculty at YSU in the School of 
Engineering from 1970 until retiring in 1996. 

DENNIS KREDEL died on April 16, 2011, at the age of 55.  After graduating from Chaney High School in 1973, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and served in Germany.  He was a sharpshooter and received the National Defense Service Medal 
and the Mechanic/Operator Badge.  He worked for United Telephone in Warren, Tel-Plus, and as an administrative assistant 
in Telephone Services at YSU, retiring in 2010 after 23 years of service.

HELEN VANSUCH passed on September 19, 2011, at the age of 85.  A 1944 graduate of Campbell Memorial High 
School, she worked at The Youngstown Letter Shop for 10 years and retired from YSU in 1990 after 15 years of service 
as an offset operator.

MICHAEL WALUSIS passed away on August 20, 2011, at the age of 69.  He was a 1960 graduate of Kiser High School 
in Dayton, Ohio and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Notre Dame and a Master of Fine Arts from 
The Ohio State University.  He was an art professor for 40 years at YSU where he taught printmaking and design.  He 
retired in 2002.

BERNARD YOZWIAK died on July 13, 2011, at the age of 92.  He graduated from Chaney High School in 1936 and 
Marietta College in 1940 with a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics.  His post-graduate work was at the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he earned both a Master of Science and a Ph.D. in Mathematics.  He served for two years as a civilian 
instructor for the U.S. Army and began his teaching career at Fowler High School as a math and science teacher and later 
as principal.  In 1947, his lifelong commitment to YSU began.  Over the next 45 years, Ben rose from math instructor to 
chair of the math department and in 1971 was named dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.  Following his retirement in 
1992, he organized the YSURA for all retirees of the University.  He also served as the YSURA representative to several 
state organizations for a number of years. 



2011 Retirements

Eighty-four faculty and staff have joined the ranks of the retired as of September 30, 2011, with more to follow in the 
coming months.  Best wishes to all for a happy and healthy retirement!

Faculty

Joseph Antenucci, Accounting & Finance 
Christopher Bache, Philosophy & Religious Studies 
Thomas Bodnovich, Computer Science & Info. Systems 
Phillip Chan, Art 
Christine Dennison, Marketing
Virginia Draa, Human Ecology 
Steve Ellyson, Psychology 
Dorcas Fitzgerald, Nursing 
Darla Funk, College of Fine & Performing Arts 
Patricia Gilmartin, Sociology & Anthropology 
Margaret Gittis, Psychology 
Alice Guerra, Health Professions 
Carol Hawkins, Human Ecology 
Dennis Henneman, Theater & Dance 
Robert Hogue, Computer Science & Info. Systems 
Patricia McCarthy, Nursing 
Diane McDougal, Nursing 
Anne McMahon, Management 
Charles Nelson, English 
Gail Okawa, English 
C. Allen Pierce, Criminal Justice 
Roman Rudnytsky, Dana School of Music 
Richard Shale, English 
Lee Slivinske, Social Work 
Jerome Small, Psychology 
Ronald Volpe, Accounting & Finance 
Nancy White, Psychology 
Louis Zona, Art 

Staff

Mark Adovasio, YSU Police
Sandra Arnold, Management 
Beth Bartlett, Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Deborah Beronja, Maag Library 
Rosemary Bruno, Parking Services 
Marilynn Butler, President’s Office
Lynette Cadle, Athletics 
Karen Cannistra, Student Services 
Bertha Clark, Parking Services 
Marsha Cozzo, Provost’s Office
Dena Crissman, Economics 
Raymond Cruickshank, Grounds 
Nancy Davidson, Computer Services 
Shirlene Deal, Undergraduate Admissions 

Carolyn Denny-Schaefer, Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Vincent DiMartino, Facilities 
Christine Domhoff, Registration 
Denise Donnan, Media Services 
Gregory Fagnano, Kilcawley Center 
William Fisher, YSU Police 
Leroy Franklin, Facilities 
Joanne Gallagher, Career & Counseling Services 
Eileen Greaf, Financial Services 
Bernice Hamrock, Payroll 
Pamela Horvath, Student Affairs 
Claudia Hritz, Campus Recreation 
Roy John, Media & Academic Computing 
Beth Kushner, Grants Accounting 
Susan Latarski, Sociology & Anthropology
Carl Leet, Media & Academic Computing 
Gayle Magnuson, Financial Services 
Thomas Mahoney, Central Receiving 
Jose Maldonado, Janitorial Services 
Cynthia Miller, Human Resources 
Hunter Morrison, Campus Planning & Community Development 
Theresa Novak, Maag Library 
Patricia O’Shaughnessy, Physical Therapy 
Robert Quigley, Network Services 
Gwen Richards, English 
John Rigney, Campus Recreation 
Jose Rivera, Facilities Maintenance 
Margie Roller, Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Evonne Rucker, Business Administration 
Patricia Seachman, Budget 
Loretta Shaffer, English 
Fred Sole, Network Services 
Roman Swerdan, Facilities Maintenance 
Patricia Taylor, Kilcawley Center 
Dolores Texter, Undergraduate Admissions 
Robert Truitt, Facilities Maintenance 
Susan Vegas, Finance & Administration
Helen Verdream, Health Professions 
Deborah Withrow, Provost’s Office
Marsha Wolfe, Human Resources 
Beth Yeatts, Student Accounts & University Receivables 
Olga Ziobert, Jambar 



Retiree Spotlight

When SHARYN FEES retired in 2008, she knew keeping busy wouldn’t be difficult 
because she was involved in a number of organizations.  But she never imagined that 
she would also become an entrepreneur!  

It started last summer when a friend invited her to attend a card making class.  Together 
they began to learn the art of rubber stamping.  Sharyn was hooked immediately 
because it reminded her of page layout and design which she’d done and enjoyed 
for many years.  She continued to attend classes, learning a new stamping technique 
each month.  She also found herself researching and experimenting with a variety 
of techniques used in card making and paper crafting.  Before long Sharyn had 
accumulated quite a collection of tools and supplies and decided to try selling her 
creations.  She started by showing them to friends and family and had good success 
with sales.  Then it occurred to her that the YSU SMARTS (Students Motivated by 
the Arts) Store might be a good fit for her because everything sold there is handmade.  
She met with SMARTS Director Becky Keck to show her what she was making, 
and Becky purchased a number of cards and paper craft items for their holiday open 

house last December.  The items were well received, and Becky continues to place orders on a regular basis.  And, as of this 
past August, Sharyn’s creations may be found at A Crafting Affaire in North Lima.  This unique venue located in the cafeteria 
of the old South Range High School offers handmade items of all kinds.  A Crafting Affaire is open every day from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Sharyn recently made the transition from stamping student to stamping instructor by becoming an independent demonstrator 
for Stampin’ Up, a company based in Utah that sells all types of rubber stamping supplies.  This has given her the chance to 
share her love of stamping by helping others to create handmade cards or 3D items in a workshop setting.  She also teaches 
a card making class twice a month at St. James Episcopal Church in Boardman.  The experience she gained teaching limited 
service at YSU has come in handy in helping her to prepare for classes.  If anyone is interested in learning about rubber 
stamping, feel free to contact Sharyn at sefees@zoominternet.net.

YSURA to Establish 
Scholarship Endowment

At the July 2011 YSURA Board meeting, it was recommended that the YSURA establish a scholarship endowment.  The 
Board appointed a subcommittee consisting of Hugh Earnhart, Phil Hirsch, Don Mathews and Pam Palumbo to research 
the feasibility and procedures needed to provide a scholarship in perpetuity.  The committee will be working with Paul 
McFadden, YSU Chief Development Officer, and Shanna Sallman, Development Officer, to develop scholarship guidelines 
for an endowment agreement which will reside with the YSU Foundation.  The YSURA Board will have final approval of the 
endowment agreement.

The YSU Office of University Development has provided a list of all YSU retirees to the Board members for their review and 
will assist in raising the funds to establish the scholarship endowment.  “This scholarship endowment will honor all retired 
faculty and staff while helping students achieve their goals of attaining their degrees,” said Ed James, YSURA President.  “It 
will give retirees an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of students,” he said.

A solicitation letter and a pledge card designed specifically for the YSU Retirees Scholarship Endowment fund will be mailed 
to all retirees.



MARY J. BEAUBIEN served as professor and chairperson of the Department of Human 
Ecology until her retirement in 1996.  A native of Michigan, she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Dietetics from Siena Heights College in 1955, a Master of Science in Nutrition 
from Michigan State University in 1962, and a doctorate in child development and family 
relationships from Pennsylvania State University in 1970.

Prior to joining the YSU faculty in 1977, Dr. Beaubien worked as the coordinator of the 
East Coast Migrant Head Start Program in Washington, DC and in Florida.  Before her 
position with Head Start, she served for six years as chairperson and professor of family 
and consumer science at Barry College in Miami, Florida.

During her tenure at YSU, she promoted international education, improved the quality 
of early childhood care and education, contributed to improvement of public health, 
influenced public policy, served local schools, was an outspoken advocate for women 
and children, obtained external funding, participated in University governance, supported 

student development and organizations, established new programs, and served her profession.

The pre-kindergarten program at YSU was established by Dr. Beaubien.  She was instrumental in Ohio’s establishment of 
certification for teachers of pre-kindergarten children and wrote YSU’s compliance documents so that YSU was among 
the first institutions approved to award the certification.  For many years, she advocated for a child care center on campus.  
Frustrated that the need was not being met, she founded Discovery Place, Inc., a child care center located in the YWCA.  
The center served many children of YSU students and staff and was a learning laboratory for classes in early childhood 
development.

As a result of a six-month trip to Africa during her sabbatical in 1987-88, in which she visited four countries, Dr. Beaubien 
was set on fire to see more of the world and to learn more about it.  Over the years, she has spent time in over 30 countries, 
and since retirement has volunteered in the Bahamas, done three stints in the Dominican Republic, and has spent four years 
serving in two South African ministries.

In recognition of her efforts, Dr. Beaubien received the Watson Award, Distinguished Professor Award for Public Service, and 
the Edna K. McDonald Cultural Awareness Award.  In addition to her University and community service, Dr. Beaubien was 
recognized as a state and national leader in the profession of Family and Consumer Sciences.  She received the Outstanding 
Home Economist Award and served on several American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences national committees.  
She was awarded the title of Professor and Chairperson Emeritus upon her retirement in 1996.  [Reprinted from the 2011 
YSU Faculty/Staff Awards Program]

YSU ID Card Upgrade
YSU has recently switched to a new photo identification system and is in the process of upgrading all ID cards, including 
retirees.  This is particularly important for retirees who use campus services such as the Rec Center, Maag Library, Bookstore, 
etc.  To obtain a new YSU ID card, retirees are to bring their existing ID to the Office of the Registrar, Room 233, Meshel 
Hall, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. through the end of the fall semester.   No appointment is necessary and there is 
no charge for the upgrade. 

2011 Heritage Award Recipients



J. DOUGLAS FAIRES came to the YSU Department of Mathematics as an assistant 
professor in 1969.  He was promoted to associate professor in 1975 and promoted to 
professor in 1980.  

Dr. Faires received his Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from YSU in 1963.  In 1965, 
he obtained his Master of Science and in 1970 his Ph.D., both from the University of South 
Carolina.  He was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Science by YSU in 2006.  

His numerous professional honors and awards include the MacDuffee Award by Pi Mu 
Epsilon for Lifetime Service, University Scholars Honors Professor of the Year, and four 
Distinguished Professor Awards (Scholarship in 2005-06, Professional Service in 2002-03, 
University Service in 1998-99 and Teaching in 1995-96).  He has been nationally recognized 
since 2003 as the principal investigator of the MAA-NSF grant to support Undergraduate 
Research Conferences in Mathematics.  

He serves as chair of the Oversight Board for the YSU Center for Undergraduate Research in Mathematics.  Since 1998, he 
has been judge for the COMAP International Mathematical Modeling Competition.  He continues as an active member of 
the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, the Mathematical Association of America, the American Mathematical 
Society and Pi Mu Epsilon.  He has written a vast quantity of textbooks and other publications regarding numerical analysis, 
calculus and research in mathematics. 

His generosity extends beyond sharing his knowledge and expertise to financial support which resulted in creating the 
Center for Undergraduate Research in Mathematics and an endowment to perpetuate the excellence of the Center.  The title 
of Professor Emeritus was bestowed upon him by the Board of Trustees upon his retirement from the University in 2006.  
[Reprinted from the 2011 YSU Faculty/Staff Awards Program]

Bus Ride to the Meadows

Bus Ride to the Meadows

Soaring Eagle Hotel Lobby



YSURA Fall Luncheon
Date:  Wednesday, October 19, 2011
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
 343 Via Mt. Carmel,
  Youngstown, Ohio
Cost: $15 per peron

Freetimers’ Breakfast
Date: First Tuesday of every month
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Place: Denny’s on 224 in Boardman except April and October which are at Dutch Haus in Columbiana
Cost: Whatever you spend for breakfast

Planetarium Show:  “Black Holes”
Date: Thursday, November 3, 2011
Time: 11:00 a.m. (lunch to follow
  at MVR at your own cost)
Place: YSU Ward Beecher Planetarium 
Cost: Free of charge

Upcoming Events

Musical Theater Show:
  “The 1940s Radio Hour”

Date: Sunday, November 13, 2011
Time: 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Place: YSU Bliss Hall - Ford Theater
Cost: $5 per person

YSU Women Retirees’ Luncheons
Dates: October 13, November 10, December 8, March 8, April 12, May 10 &
 June 14 (2nd Thursday of the month except January, February, July & August)
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place: To be announced in each mailing
Dues: $10 (helps supports scholarship program) 

If you need a notice of luncheon menu or want information about joining the group, 
please call Jeanne Tydings (330-542-2415) or Mary Belloto (330-549-0592).


