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It’s hard to believe another fall season is upon us. I hope 
you had a lovely summer and will enjoy the fall as well.   
 
Some of you may not be aware that in August YSU 
Parking Services sent a letter to classified retirees 
notifying them that they had to pay $301 for a parking 
pass. After much discussion at the administrative level, 
the University decided to rescind the $301 parking fee 
and allow classified retirees to have the same parking 
privileges as all retirees. According to the revised letter 
sent to classified retirees, “the current contract language 
for your union provides retirees with the ability to 

purchase permits for an annual parking fee established by the University.” 
Obviously this caused a lot of concern and anger among our retirees, so we’re glad 
the University reconsidered its position on this matter. 
 

On September 12, 2012, the Ohio Legislature finally passed the pension reform 
bills to improve the financial condition of all five Ohio pension systems, including 
STRS and OPERS. The bills were signed into law by Governor Kasich on 
September 26, and they’ll go into effect on January 7, 2013. Detailed information 
on the changes to each pension system can be found on the home pages of 
www.strsoh.org and www.opers.org. In addition, both will be offering healthcare 
workshops, and it is recommended that all retirees attend. 
 

YSURA’s fall luncheon will be held on October 16 at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Banquet Hall. Dr. Jeffrey Dick, Chair of Geology & Environmental Sciences at 
YSU, will speak about Utica Shale and water-related issues. The cost for the buffet 
luncheon is $19. I know this is more than we usually charge; however, food prices 
have increased and banquet halls are now charging a rental fee. We hope you’ll 
want to attend to see old friends, meet new ones and hear our speaker. 
 

If you haven’t already renewed your annual membership, please do so you’ll 
continue to receive our activity mailings and newsletter in the coming year. As 
you’ve seen from our most recent mailings, we’re offering a variety of activities for 
the fall and hope you’ll find something of interest. Look for additional mailings in 
the future or go to the “Events” section of our website, www.ysuretirees.org, for a 
listing of activities and reservation forms. If you’re in need of a membership form, 
it can also be found under “Events” or on the home page. 
 
In closing, please don’t forget to vote in the November local, state and national 
elections for candidates who have the best interests of retirees at heart. 
 

 

Loretta Liptak 

YSURA President 

 

From Your President ...From Your President ...From Your President ...From Your President ...    

  

   Fall 2012 
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Past Events 

Spring Casino Trip 
Forty-six people traveled to Presque Isle Downs and Casino in Erie on April 25, 2012. As usual, everyone enjoyed 
themselves—especially the winners! 

 

Spring Luncheon 
Eighty-three members and guests gathered at The Georgetown in Boardman on May 15, 2012 for the annual spring 
luncheon. Todd Franko, editor of The Vindicator, spoke about the history of the paper and the eventual demise of 
the newspaper industry as we know it. A question-and-answer period followed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Summer Luncheon 
The annual summer luncheon was held at The Links at Firestone Farms in Columbiana on July 19, 2012 with 34 
members in attendance. During the event, a slideshow displayed pictures of retirees at various functions over the 
last several years. 

 
Winery Bus Trip 
August 23, 2012 was the perfect day (warm and sunny) for 40 YSURA members and guests to venture to the      
Geneva area for a day of wine sampling and food. Stops included Debonne Vineyards where we were provided a 
tour along with samples of wine, Chops Grille & Tap House for a luncheon buffet and the Winery at Spring Hill. 
On the return trip, the group stopped at Country Porch Winery in Cortland for the final tasting of the day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

George & Betty Beelen Carol Kordupel & Pam Horvath 

Tom Kane & Hugh Earnhart Jan Schnall, Mary Bodnovich & Angela Mudrak 
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YSURA Scholarship Update 

Past Events (cont’d) 

 
The YSURA Board is very pleased to inform you that its summer scholarship drive was highly successful. As a 
result, a permanent endowed scholarship has been funded for YSU students through the YSU Foundation. To 
date, 11.8% of YSU retirees have given to the scholarship fund, amounting to $22,647 in gifts and pledges. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 
 

As YSU employees, we worked to provide a quality education for stu-
dents; as retirees, we still have the ability to make a difference in the 
educational experience of students for generations to come. Even though 
our initial goal of raising $10,000 has been surpassed; we hope to add to 
the endowment in the future so we can offer as many scholarships as 
possible. Anyone wanting to contribute toward this effort can do so by 
visiting the “Scholarship” section of www.ysuretirees.org where instruc-
tions are provided for making a donation either by mail or online. 
 

YSURA will award its first scholarship for the 2013-2014 academic year. YSU juniors, seniors and graduate stu-
dents may contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships at 330-941-3505 or visit their website at 
www.ysu.edu/finaid for eligibility requirements and an application form. The deadline for application is Febru-
ary 15, 2013. 
 

 

 

 
 

Jersey Boys 
YSURA sponsored a bus trip to see the very popular Broadway musical Jer-
sey Boys on September 19, 2012, in Pittsburgh, Pa. There were 104 retirees 
and guests as well as a few retiree wannabees (current YSU employees) on 
board. The first stop was at Station Square for dinner at a restaurant of choice 
followed by the show at the beautiful Benedum Center in downtown Pitts-
burgh. Learning the story of Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons and hearing so 
many of their hit songs (see below) provided a delightful trip down memory 
lane.   

 
 

 

“Big Girls Don’t Cry”  
“Bye Bye Baby” 
“C’Mon Marianne” 
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You” 
“Dawn” 
“December 1963 (Oh What a Night)” 
“Let’s Hang On (To What We’ve Got)” 
 
 

“My Eyes Adored You” 
“Rag Doll” 
“Sherry”  
“Walk Like a Man” 
“Who Loves You?” 
“Working My Way Back to You” 
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In Memoriam 
 

MARGARET CONNELLY died on August 20, 2012 at the age of 88. A graduate of Mercy Hospital School of 
Nursing in Canton, Ohio, she earned a bachelor’s in nursing from Youngstown College and a master’s in nursing 
from Case Western Reserve University. She went on to teach nursing at St. Elizabeth Hospital School of Nursing 
and then became an assistant professor of health education at Youngstown State University in 1964 where she 
taught until she retired in 1979. 
 

TERESA DePAUL passed away on May 23, 2012 at the age of 96. A 1935 graduate of East High School, Teresa 
worked at Youngstown State University for 13 years as a clerk in Records and Registration and a cashier in the 
Bookstore, retiring in 1981. 
 

ROSE MARY FLANAGAN passed on July 8, 2012 at the age of 77. A graduate of New Castle Schools, she was a 
nontraditional student who graduated from YSU in 1984 with a bachelor’s degree. She worked for 20 years in the 
Department of Financial Aid and Scholarships before retiring in 1995. 
 

PHILIP GINNETTI died on June 29, 2012 at the age of 61. He was a 1969 graduate of Struthers High School, 
earned both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in elementary education from Youngstown State University and a 
doctorate in elementary education curriculum from the University of Akron. He also attended the Pope John XXII 
National Seminary in 1980-81 in Weston, Massachusetts. Phil began his career as a sixth grade teacher in the 
Girard city school system. He then became principal of the Lordstown Elementary School. While working in the 
Lordstown schools, he began his teaching career as an adjunct faculty member at YSU in the School of Education. 
Throughout his 25 years with YSU, he held several positions including chair of the Department of Teacher 
Education and assistant dean of the Beeghly College of Education before being named dean in 2002. He retired 
from YSU in 2010 and became provost and vice president for academic affairs at Edinboro University. 
 

VERNE HAMILTON passed away on May 18, 2012 at the age of 78. A graduate of Chaney High School, she 
attended San Diego State College and Youngstown State University. She worked at Youngstown’s Main Library, 
Strouss Department Store and YSU’s Maag Library for 19 years, retiring in 1996. 
 

AGNES LAVERNUICK died on September 1, 2012 at the age of 86. Agnes was a 1944 graduate of Campbell 
Memorial High School. She was employed at the Kress Department Store and Domino Dairy and retired from 

Youngstown State University in 1993 after 22 years in Janitorial Services. 
 

LEONARD SCHAIPER passed on August 15, 2012 at the age of 65. Len joined YSU as an associate professor of 
special education in 1987 and worked to prepare thousands of teachers in the Mahoning Valley.  He retired in 2007. 
 

MARY B. SMITH died on September 28, 2012 at the age of 100.  A graduate of Cortland High School, she earned 
a bachelor’s in history from Hiram College and a master’s in health and physical education from The Ohio State 
University. In 1939 she became chair of the Department of Health and Physical Education at Youngstown College 
and concurrently served as assistant registrar and college field representative. She was appointed college recorder in 
1957, promoted to registrar in 1967 and became assistant to the dean of admissions and records in 1971. In 1973 
she was appointed director of career planning and placement, a position she held until she retired in 1983.  

OCHER President Passes 

Youngstown native LOUIS DiORIO passed away on July 31, 2012 at the age of 81. Lou worked at YSU as an  
assistant professor in the Department of Health and Physical Education (1957-59), was a retired professor of den-
tistry at The Ohio State University and the president of the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees (OCHER). 
He was an efficient and capable leader who knew when to speak and when to listen. No one was better prepared to 
advocate for the retirees of STRS and OPERS. His unique talent was for anyone who met him to feel he/she was his 
best friend. Dr. DiOrio will be greatly missed. 
 

For those who are unaware, OCHER is an association of faculty representatives from Ohio’s four-year universities.  
Its purpose is to serve as an advocacy group for more than 4,000 Ohio higher education retirees who are members 
of STRS and OPERS. Representatives from each university’s retiree association meet quarterly in Columbus to   
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Retiree Spotlight 

exchange information about campus activities as well as interests and concerns with the state retirement programs. 
YSU retired history professor and department chair George Beelen is YSURA’s representative. The council’s meet-
ing minutes and newsletter, OCHER Outlook, are posted for your review at www.ysuretirees.org under “News/
Announcements.” 
 
 

 

“Education has always been my passion, and retirement has just afforded me new  
opportunities,” says BARBARA BROTHERS. Since her retirement in 2001, she has 
enjoyed extensive traveling, reading, gardening, spending time with family and serv-
ing the community she loves.  
 
Barbara and her husband Larry Haims have traveled to all seven continents, explor- 
ing, meeting up with old friends, making new ones and enriching their understanding 
of the world and its people. In 2005 they traveled to New Zealand where they chose 
to see some of the country on foot, so they joined a 33-mile guided walk of the Mil-
ford Track through a temperate rainforest and up and over Mackinnon Pass, the tall-
est point of the track at 3,470 feet. Each day was breathtaking as they walked in the 
rainforest and viewed the snow on the surrounding mountains, having rain only 
where it was most wanted on Doubtful Sound. 

 

During an Antarctica cruise in 2007, Barbara joined a group from their ship to take the Shackleton Walk on South 
Georgia. Also that year was a visit to Moscow, including Butovo where a friend’s great uncle perished in a 1937 
Stalinist purge. While in Wengen, Switzerland, they enjoyed the Jungfrau mountain range. During one of their 
walks, they witnessed an avalanche while seated on the opposite hillside eating lunch. 
 

Barbara and Larry celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary in 2010 by traveling to Africa, spending six weeks on 
trains as well as guided land rover and plane excursions to view animals and the landscape. In addition, they par-
ticipated in driving explorations of South Africa, Namibia and Botswana. They also enjoyed the wonders of north-
ern Africa, touring Morocco, Jordan and Lebanon. 
 

Last fall the couple explored Europe from the Black Sea, Romania along the Danube and stopped in familiar towns 
on the Rhine. A spring cruise, which was part of a round-the-world tour, enabled them to visit Malaysia,  
Indonesia and Singapore. They also spent time in Qatar with family and visited Japan and Hawaii. 
 

But perhaps their May 2012 trip to Turkey to explore Istanbul says best what travel has meant to Barbara. Books 
such as Birds without Wings, A Fez of the Heart: Travels Around Turkey in Search of a Hat, Turkish Reflections 
and the mysteries of Jason Goodwin which blend food and the intrigues of the Ottoman Court in the 19th century 
not only intensified the tastes, visual experiences and historical sights of Istanbul and the other cities and archeo-
logical sites visited but also gave insight into the people and their history.  
 

While at home, Barbara spends time in her gardens and with grandchildren, sharing her books and travel experi-
ences. Family not only expect to come for holiday dinners but share in travels as well, including trips to the Cana-
dian Shakespeare Festival, their Ko Olina (Hawaii) timeshare and visits to Europe. 
 

Barbara’s community involvement includes serving on the Capital Fund Committee of the YWCA and becoming 
active in the American Association of University Women (AAUW) and the League of Women Voters of Greater 
Youngstown. Since 2003 she has edited the league’s Voter Information Guide, served on the Board and is coordi-
nating information sharing on education finance for the state League of Women Voters. Barbara asks that all of  
you who value education become involved with saving our public schools and universities. Go to the state’s 
lwvohio.org website, the local lwvgy.org website or email her at bbrothers@neo.rr.com to learn more about  
umbrella organizations such as CPE (Council for Public Education). 

 

OCHER President Passes (cont’d) 
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Heritage Award Recipients 

 

GLORIANNE LECK began her association with Youngstown State University in 
1974 as an associate professor of education and was promoted to professor in 1980. 
During her 30-year tenure, she served as both acting chair and chair of the Depart-
ment of Foundations of Education. Among the committee chair positions she held 
on campus were those with Graduate Council (1988-89), Graduate School Policy 
Committee (1986-88) and the YSU/OEA Grievance Committee (1997-1998).  
 
Dr. Leck earned her B.S. in history and philosophy of culture, and her M.S. and 
Ph.D. in educational philosophy and policy studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Dr. Leck advocated throughout her career for free public education,    
attention to diversity and different learning styles among students, and the unioni-
zation and professional evaluation of teachers. 
 

During the 1970s while teaching at the Pennsylvania State University, she helped to establish a women’s studies 
program. She was instrumental in starting the Moxie Collective, an intentional community that moved from a rural 
setting in central Pennsylvania to Youngstown in 1973. 
 
In Youngstown Dr. Leck continued her commitments to social justice and human rights as a founder of Woman 
Space and as an active participant in the Workers’ Solidarity Club of Youngstown and Women in Black. She 
served as state president of OutVoice, an organization formed to fight the constitutional amendment restricting les-
bian and gay rights in Ohio. On campus she served as advisor to several student organizations, including the       
Organization for Women’s Liberation, Occasional Rational Discourse Can Be Good for You (ORDGY) and the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance (GALA).   
 
Dr. Leck’s extensive involvement in the community was recognized by her receipt in 1984 of one of the YWCA’s 
Outstanding Women of the Year awards for community service. In 1994 she was awarded the Ohio Education    
Association Halloways Human and Civil Rights Commission Award, and the next year she received a commenda-
tion from the mayor of Youngstown for her service as member and chair of the Mayor’s Human Relations Commis-
sion. In 2005 she received a commendation by five state legislative representatives for her League of Women Vot-
ers report on the juvenile justice system, and in 2006 she was recognized in Barbara J. Love’s book, Feminists Who 
Changed America: 1963-1975. 
 

 

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees 

Another 22 retirements have occurred since our last newsletter, bringing the total number of retirements in the last 
18 months to 131. Congratulations and best wishes to all for a happy and healthy retirement! 

Bege Bowers, Office of the Provost 
Frank Castronovo, Theater & Dance 
Linda Cucitrone, Bookstore 
Joyce Feist-Willis, Teacher Education 
Kathylynn Feld, Health Professions 
Michael Finney, English 
Madalyn Janosik, Nursing 
Hong Kim, Teacher Education 
Donna McNierney, Educational Foundations, 
    Research, Technology & Leadership 
Nancy Mosca, Nursing 
Michael Moseley, Art 

Clement Psenicka, Management 
Louise Pavia, Human Ecology 
John Russo, Management 
Gary Salvner, English 
Joseph Savini, Media & Academic Computing 
James Schramer, English 
Melissa Smith, Foreign Languages 
Daniel Suchora, Mechanical & Industrial Engineering 
Ronald Tabak, Physics & Astronomy 
Michael Theall, Teacher Education 
Homer Warren, Marketing 
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Heritage Award Recipients (cont’d)  
 
Designated a Fellow in the Philosophy of Education Society in 1966, Dr. Leck served as the elected president of 
the American Educational Studies Association (1989-1990). Other organizations in which she was active include 
the American Educational Research Association, the Society for Women in Philosophy, the National Women’s 
Studies Association and the Society for the Study of Phenomenological Research in Education. 
 

Dr. Leck  has contributed an extensive body of work, both publications and presentations, to the field of philoso-
phy of education as well as service on the editorial boards of five professional journals. 
 
 

 
CHARLES McBRIARTY, who preferred to be called Charlie, joined Youngs-
town State University in the fall of 1974 as dean of student affairs. A native of 
Elgin, Illinois, Charlie received his B.S. degree from Northern Illinois University 
and his M.S. and Ed.D. degrees from Indiana University. 
 
For two years after receiving his B.S. degree, he taught at Marquette High School 
in Ottawa, Illinois. His career in student affairs began at Indiana where he served 
as a resident assistant and head counselor while completing his graduate degrees. 
It was also in Indiana that he met and married Eileen in 1963. In 1964 he was   
appointed assistant dean of men at Illinois State University where he served in 
various administrative positions including coordinator of orientation services and   
director of student administrative services. From 1972-1974 he served first as 
dean of student  affairs and then associate to the vice president for student affairs 
at the  University of Arkansas until his appointment at YSU. 

 
As dean of student affairs at YSU, Charlie was responsible for the student affairs departments including  
career planning, counseling services, international student services, student center, student orientation, student  
activities and student discipline. In 1979 he was promoted to positions he held for 15 years. His title was altered 
through those years by each president and with the acquisition of additional responsibilities, eventually becoming 
vice president for student affairs. As vice president, he planned, administered and evaluated the operational, finan-
cial and personnel activities of the student services area including auxiliaries such as Kilcawley Center, Bookstore 
and the residence halls. 
 
While serving as dean and vice president, he distinguished himself in many ways at YSU. Charlie was a true ser-
vant of the student body and took interest not only in the services provided but in the students themselves. Over 
his long career at YSU, he mentored and befriended many students and was untiringly dedicated to YSU. He 
served under presidents Coffelt, Humphrey and Cochran during his tenure and helped to shape the development of 
the student affairs area by always putting the best interest of YSU and its students first. 
 
Later in his career, he was appointed special assistant to the president, the position he held until his retirement in 
2000. During those years, he was called upon to serve in various capacities and arenas including pinch-hitting dur-
ing the executive vice president’s absence following surgery and later assuming some of the duties of the vice 
president for university development when he left to pursue a professional opportunity in Kentucky. In addition, 
he assisted the president in the creation and development of the Northeast Ohio/Western Pennsylvania Academic 
Alliance. 
 
Upon his retirement following 26 years of service, the YSU Board of Trustees bestowed upon Dr. McBriarty the 
title of administrator emeritus for his long and outstanding service to the University. 
 
 

Note:  Heritage Award information reprinted from the 2012 Faculty/Staff Awards Program. 

 

 



 

 

 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon (2012-13) 
 

Dates:  October 11, November 8, December 13, March 14, 
April 11, May 9 & June 13 (2nd Thursday of the 
month except January, February, July & August) 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: To be announced in each mailing 
Dues: $10.00 (helps support scholarship program) 
 

 Upcoming Events 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date: First Tuesday of every month 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Place: Denny’s on 224 in Boardman except April and 

October which are at Dutch Haus in  
 Columbiana 
Note:  A new location is being explored and will be 

posted at www.ysuretirees.org once identified. 

 

YSURA Fall Casino Trip 
 

Date:  Monday, October 22, 2012 
Time: Bus departs at 9:00 a.m. 
Place: Rivers Casino, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Cost: $22.00 (includes bus ride, driver tip, bottled 

water, snacks and prizes) 
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YSURA Fall Luncheon 
 

Date: Tuesday, October 16, 2012 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall 
Cost: $19.00 (buffet luncheon) 

 

Theater Production of RENT (The Musical) 
 

Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 
Time: 3:00 p.m. 
Place:   YSU Bliss Hall - Ford Theater 
Cost: $5.00 (payable at the door) 

 

YSURA Tannenbaum Trail Winery Tour 
 

Date:   Friday, November 30, 2012 
Time: Bus departs at 10:45 a.m.  
Place: Geneva, Ohio 
Cost: $82.00 per person -or- $134.00 per couple (includes 

bus ride, driver tip, wine samples, appetizers, 15” 
Christmas tree, ornaments, souvenir wine glass and 
dinner buffet) 


