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Unless you’re completely out of touch, you’re aware that 

James P. (Jim) Tressel has been installed as YSU’s ninth 

president. His celebrity status from his coaching days 

placed him in a unique position among university presi-

dents. Perceptions of his ability to translate his coaching 

success to the president’s office preceded his arrival and 

varied widely. From the moment he set foot on campus, 

however, he began to dispel perceptions that he was not up 

to the task by engaging everyone associated with YSU, 

including retirees. He has proven to be focused and acces-

sible. During his surprise visit to our spring luncheon, he 

gave an indication of his inclusive approach to leading 

YSU. He has since extended an invitation to YSURA members to tour the renovated 

Pollock House and enjoy a lunch on its grounds and has also accepted an invitation to be 

the guest speaker at our fall luncheon. We welcome him back to campus and wish him 

the very best in his new position.  
 

One of the most rewarding aspects of writing this message is reporting to you the status 

of the YSURA Scholarship Endowment. The corpus of the fund has now grown to over 

$32,000 as a result of your gifts and pledges. Since outstanding pledges make up only a 

small part of this total, the majority of your gifts is already being invested by the YSU 

Foundation and is earning funds to support future scholarships. What a great way for 

YSU retirees to show their appreciation for YSU and its students! 
 

YSU is seeking nominations for the 2015 Heritage Award. Both the announcement 

seeking nominations and the nomination form are available on the YSURA website, 

www.ysuretirees.org. It’s important for retirees to participate in the nomination process, 

especially since many of the Heritage Award Committee members have had little 

contact with older retirees or direct knowledge of their contributions to YSU. Instead, 

they must rely on information provided by the nominator and YSURA’s one representa-

tive on the committee. If you know of someone whom you believe is deserving of this 

award, now is the time to prepare your documentation and submit a nomination form. 
 

If you have time on your hands and are looking for a rewarding volunteering opportun-

ity, YSU’s Office of Alumni & Events Management is coordinating a volunteer network 

called Pete’s Pride to assist with alumni events, student recruiting and mentoring, as 

well as a variety of other programs. You don’t have to live in the Youngstown area to be 

involved, and you may volunteer as little or as much time as you wish. Details are 

available by visiting www.ysu.edu/alumni. 
 

Finally, the YSURA Board works hard throughout the year to develop a variety of 

programs which are of interest to all retirees. Suggestions for future YSURA events, 

comments about past events and comments about the YSURA organization in general 

are welcome and may be forwarded to any of the Board members listed along the left 

side of this page. Your suggestions and comments will help the Board refine and 

improve the organization’s services.  

 

Ed James, YSURA President 

 

From Your President ... 

  

   Fall 2014 
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Past Events 

 

   

 

Spring Luncheon 
 

On May 13, 2014, 55 members and guests attended the YSURA spring luncheon held in the Kilcawley Presi-

dential Suite overlooking the beautiful fountain area on campus. Following the meal, the 2014-15 YSURA 

scholarship recipients, Sarah Maffitt and Alyssa Sansone, were introduced. Outgoing president Ikram  

Khawaja then spoke to the group, followed by a few words by incoming president Jim Tressel who surprised 

us with his attendance. 

   

Ed James & G.L. Mears Sarah Maffitt & Alyssa Sansone Jim Tressel & Ikram Khawaja 

Olga Ziobert & Dorcas Fitzgerald George Beelen & Don Mathews Jeanne Tydings & Marianne Anderson 

Spring Casino Trip 

 

Fifty people traveled by bus on April 28, 2014, to the Rivers Casino in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The  beauti-

ful facility, located at the convergence of Pittsburgh's three rivers; great food; and the variety of games ranks 

it one of the group's favorite casinos. 

Cathedral of Learning Tour 
 

The tour of the University of Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of Learning on July 22, 2014 was an awe-inspiring expe-

rience. The 42-story gothic revival cathedral is the tallest educational building in the western hemisphere. 

Forty-four people were split into two groups, each led by a very knowledgeable tour guide, and visited  

numerous  classrooms which were representations of the heritages and traditions of countries like England, 

Scotland, Norway, France, Greece, Russia, Austria, Japan, Switzerland and China, to name a few.  Each 

room was rich in detail with superior craftsmanship. Following the tour, the group headed to Station Square 

for a relaxing luncheon at a restaurant of choice.   
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Gateway Clipper Lock and Dam Cruise 
 

On August 13, 2014, 43 people traveled by motor coach to Pittsburgh’s Station Square to participate in a 

“lock and dam” cruise on the Gateway Clipper’s Empress. A buffet of great American classics was served 

while the riverboat traveled down the Monongahela and Ohio Rivers. Good weather not only permitted us to 

be outside on the deck to witness “locking thru,” but to also take in the lights of Pittsburgh’s skyscrapers and 

attractions as we returned up river after dark. The reflection of the city lights onto the water was breathtaking! 

 

 

Fall Casino Trip 

Pollock House Tour and Picnic 

   

Carol & Larry Hawkins Irene & Roy John Gordy & Kathy Longmuir 

On September 15, 2014, 42 YSURA members and guests made the group's first trip to one of the area's 

"Racino" style casinos—the Hard Rock Rocksino in Northfield, Ohio. The facility received high marks for 

its nonsmoking atmosphere and quality of food, but it lacked some of the group's favorite games.  

YSURA members were invited to President Jim Tressel’s residence on Wick Avenue—the historic Pollock 

House—on September 17, 2014. With 103 responses to the invitation, it was the largest crowd we’ve had for 

an event. President Tressel greeted each person as he/she entered the doors of the Pollock House for a tour of 

the beautifully restored home and the glorious outdoor garden. We then assembled in the patio area at the rear 

of the house where the President spoke briefly to the entire group. A buffet luncheon followed, prepared by 

YSU’s Dining Services. The outdoor patio area and great weather made for a perfect setting for the meal and 

socializing with fellow retirees. 

   

Brigitta & Steve Hanzeley Joyce Ramsey & Lyn Hemminger Jean Wainio & Carol Kordupel 
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Scholarship Applicants Speak Highly of YSU 

For the last two years, the YSURA Scholarship Committee has reviewed a total of 75 applications for our annual 

scholarship. As part of the application process, students are required to write a 500-word essay entitled “My YSU 

Experience.” We’ve been impressed with what many students have said in their essays and thought you might  

enjoy reading some of their comments as well: 
 

I will never forget the first day of classes my freshman year. I walked into an entry level Environmental Sci-

ence course feeling anxious and overwhelmed and left feeling excited to attend class the following session. 

My YSU experience has allowed me to study several genres of business, and I have never felt limited. My   

career choice is not an easy path and neither is my degree choice, but my YSU experiences have led me to 

see that any goal that can be achieved, will be achieved for those who dream as true as they can.  ~Candace 

Campana, General Studies 
  

Then I came to Youngstown State, and I realized just how fortunate I am to have the opportunities that I have 

encountered at YSU. Finding a particular niche in the world that completely suits your interests is one of the 

most exciting feelings. Youngstown State is my niche. Every day is a blessing to me because I know that my 

time at Youngstown State is enabling me to make my dreams of becoming a college professor a reality. I am 

constantly pushed to excel both as a student and a leader, and Youngstown provides the circumstances and 

resources to make all of my dreams a reality.  ~Lauren Eisenreich, Music Performance 
 

With meeting new people, joining more organizations, and gaining more self-confidence, I began to see what 

YSU was all about. YSU is a school that is everything but what I had thought it was. It is a place that is as 

strong as the city it calls home. A place where adversity is fuel to keep going and a place where every day is 

a chance to grow exponentially.  ~Maxwell Gocala, Psychology 
 

To be honest, I was absolutely terrified to go to college. I was scared to be away from home, away from 

friends; I was content with my life the way it was—I didn’t want to start a new one. But here I am, a resident 

of Cafaro House, living with new friends that I couldn’t imagine life without and having the absolute time of 

my life. As a University Scholar, I am privileged and enlightened to live with people with the same drive and 

motivation to succeed as I do—people with intellect that provokes scholarly debate and discussion without 

concern of making enemies. It’s an environment that I’d never experienced before; an absolute heaven to a 

political science major with a passion for debate. I have been exposed to opportunities and professors that 

have truly enriched my education and my outlook on life.  ~Abigail Kovas, Political Science 
 

College teaches you self-discipline, balancing and organization skills. Unlike most students, I took the  

opportunity to meet with my peer mentor once a week. My peer mentor was wonderful and she really got me 

through my first semester. Joline gave me great advice and taught me how to believe in myself and how to set 

goals and follow them. Joline inspired me to get out of my comfort zone, and I actually applied for a peer 

mentor position.  ~Morgan McMurray, Dental Hygiene 
 

YSU has offered much more than academics. It has offered me a time to be social with my peers. So far while 

being at YSU, I have joined a fraternity that has made me a better man. It has instilled the values of learning, 

leadership, value, benefit, excellence, and most of all integrity. Anyone could argue that a student can      

receive the benefit of fraternities at any campus, but I would not trade the past three years of YSU for any-

thing. It has been a time of love and loss, all while receiving an amazing education. YSU makes students feel 

welcome. It has a large University atmosphere while still being able to make the students not feel like a  

number.  ~Ansel Morsillo, Industrial & Systems Engineering 
 

The first thing that comes to mind about YSU are the professors. Every professor I had here went out of  his/

her way to help me succeed. That meant numerous emails, conversations, having office hours at a different 

time to accommodate my schedule, and pushing me to do my best. The professors at YSU helped shape me 

into the teacher I want to become by being great role models and mentors. I would not have had a great   

experience if it was not for the awesome professors at YSU.  ~Celeste Polokovic, Music Education 
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New Appointee to Heritage Award Committee 

In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues 

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees  

Phil Hirsch, YSURA Board member, has recently been appointed by President Tressel to the Heritage Award 

Committee. As some of you are aware, the Heritage Award Committee convenes once a year to review nomi-

nations for the University’s most prestigious honor bestowed upon former faculty and administrative staff.  

The committee is comprised of 16 people who are representatives from each college, the administration, 

alumni and YSURA. Members are appointed for a three-year term but cannot serve on the committee for 

more than two consecutive terms without an interruption in service. 

 

Phil succeeds Hugh Earnhart who served on the Heritage Award Committee on two separate occasions for a 

total of 12 years. Thanks for your many years of service, Hugh! 
 

Kenneth Allen - Environmental & Occupational  

    Health & Safety 

Dora Bailey - Teacher Education 

Rosemary D’Apolito - Sociology & Anthropology 

Annette El-Hayek - Center for International Studies 

Stanley Guzell - Management 

George Heller - Maag Library 

Edmund Ickert - Computer Science & Information 

    Systems 

Steven Kent - Mathematics & Statistics 

Akhande Khan - Financial Services 

Sally Lewis - Counseling & Special Education 

Thomas Maraffa - Geography 

 

Scott Martin - Civil/Environmental & Chemical  

    Engineering 

Daryl Mincey - Chemistry 

Beth Rhoads - Human Performance & Exercise  

    Science 

Robert Rollin - Dana School of Music 

Tanya Shade - Bookstore 

Gary Stanek - Mathematics & Statistics 

Linda Tessier - Philosophy & Religious Studies 

Richard Walker - Human Performance & Exercise  

    Science 

John Wilcox - Dana School of Music 

Rosann Yura - Bursar’s Office 

Mary Baldine 

7/25/1919 - 7/10/2014 

Retired 1989, Auxiliary Services 
 

Violet Boggess 

4/25/1933 - 9/19/2014 

Retired 1996, Business Education & Technology 
 

George Conner 

3/23/1929 - 4/25/2014 

Retired 1993, Bookstore 
 

Nina D’Annunzio 

6/22/1923 - 7/14/2014 

Retired 1990, Bursar 
 

Mildred Dyke 

5/1/1915 - 8/20/2014 

Retired 1983, Bookstore 

Barbara Engelhardt 

9/2/1929 - 9/20/2014 

Retired 1994, Nursing 
 

Edward Largent 

2/8/1936 - 5/5/2014 

Retired 2001, Dana School of Music 
 

Carl Petrella 

9/11/1925 - 6/11/2014 

Retired 1986, Maintenance 
 

Calvin Swank 

4/9/1940 - 5/29/2014 

Retired 1995, Criminal Justice 
 

Nell Whipkey 

6/28/1926 - 1/5/2013 

Retired 1986, Mathematics 
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2014 Heritage Award Recipients 
 

ALFRED BRIGHT, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Youngstown State Uni-

versity, is an internationally renowned artist and educator. He earned his bache-

lor’s degree in art education from Youngstown University in 1964 and his mas-

ter’s degree in painting from Kent State University in 1965. 

 

Professor Bright’s motto has always been, “maximize your potential, find your 

voice and reject fear.”  This motto has helped him face many hardships in life, 

and it is something that he has encouraged his students to always follow. Profes-

sor Bright has turned life’s challenges around to make them key components in 

the development of his character. His success as an artist and educator can be  

attributed to his resolve to take on life’s experiences, learn from them, share them 

and move on. Professor Bright credits Professor Jon Naberezny, his former sev-

enth grade art teacher and founding chair of the art department at Youngstown 

University and Junior Achievement NAJAC, for opening many doors for him. Junior Achievement’s impact 

started with his college years and especially grew with its mentoring program. 

 

Professor Bright was a pioneer at YSU; he led the way, forged, established, opened up, initiated, prepared and 

broke new ground for African American faculty. He was the first African American full-service faculty mem-

ber at Youngstown University in 1965. His appointment and subsequent success paved the way for the hiring 

of many more African American faculty and staff members. 

 

Professor Bright was the founding director of the Black Studies (Africana Studies) Program at YSU from 1970 

to 1987. As the “Father of Black Studies at YSU,” Professor Bright developed an interdisciplinary program of 

study and coursework that brought curricular diversity to the university and the greater Youngstown area. Stu-

dents of all racial, ethnic and cultural backgrounds enrolled in Black Studies courses and gained insight, per-

spective and appreciation for cultures (Nonwestern and African American) that previously was not possible. 

 

For over 40 years, Professor Bright has directly influenced, by teaching or mentoring, the careers and lives of 

thousands of YSU students. The direct impact of his art instruction is obvious on the students enrolled in his 

courses; however, his influence extends far beyond the classroom. He has influenced the artistic careers of 

many local and non-local artists with his teaching, knowledge of and passion for art, moral support and nurtur-

ing. His external activities, i.e., his art exhibitions and artistic performances (painting to music before live   

audiences), have had a direct impact on his teaching style. The exposure and ability to practice his craft has 

made him a more consummate professional, a better teacher and a more dedicated advisor to his students. Stu-

dents greatly benefit from his consistent and persistent honing of his skill—his art. 

 

Professor Bright has had more than 100 solo exhibits, including shows at the Butler Institute of American Art, 

Stanford University, Amherst University, Kent State University and the Canton Art Institute. His work also 

appears in permanent collections, including those at the Butler Institute of American Art, Kent State Univer-

sity Gallery, Roanoke Museum of Fine Arts, Northeastern University, Savannah State University, the Harmon 

and Harriet Kelly Collection of African American Art and the Canton Museum of Art. A 2012 performance on 

Super Bowl Sunday at the Akron Art Museum, in which Professor Bright painted “Portals In Time” to live 

music by the Jesse Dandy Jazz Trio, drew the largest audience the museum has ever seen in its 90-year history. 

 

Professor Bright’s awards/honors/listings include but are not limited to: Who’s Who in American Art, Who’s 

Who in Black America, three Youngstown State University Distinguished Professorship Awards, Phi Kappa 

Phi National Artist Award Nominee, Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, Outstanding Educators of America 
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JOHN R. WHITE joined the University in 1971 as an assistant professor. He 

was promoted to associate professor and professor before serving as chairperson 

for the Department of Sociology and Anthropology. After high school and serving 

in the U.S. Navy, he obtained his associate of arts from the City College of San 

Francisco, a bachelor of arts from San Francisco State College, and a master of 

arts and Ph.D. from the University of Oregon.  

His honors include serving as National Lecturer for Sigma Xi, receiving four Dis-

tinguished Professor Awards, an Outstanding Professor Award, an Honors Profes-

sor Award, Research Professor on six occasions, and the Ed Press Distinguished 

National Achievement Award. He was a member of the Golden Key National 

Honor Society, Eastern States Archaeological Federation, Society of American 

Archaeology, Society of Historical Archaeology (served as State Rep for Ohio 

and on Board of Directors), Ohio Archaeological Council (served on the Selection 

Committee and Certification Committee), Sigma Xi (served as Secretary, Vice President, President Elect and 

President), College of National Lecturers (regional and national speaker) and Central States Anthropological 

Society.  

He served as chairman of several symposia. He was a member and chairman of the Youngstown Environmen-

tal Review Committee. By Governor’s appointment, he served on the Ohio State Historic Preservation Advi-

sory Board, including their Executive Committee and their Nominations Committee. He was a member of the 

Editorial Advisory Board-Academic Press. He was Associate Editor of Historical Archaeology, the journal of 

The Society of Historical Archaeology. He received grants annually (1975-1999). He had field and research 

experience (1962-2004). He authored more than 80 articles, several books, a series of book-length site reports, 

and cultural research management reports.  

Community contributions include his archaeological excavation of the Struthers Eaton Hopewell Furnace in 

1975, which was the earliest blast furnace west of the Allegheny Mountains. He also worked on the Austin-

town Log Cabin, the Springfield Furnace, the Barnhisal House, Loghurst and Lanterman’s Mill. During sum-

mers he expanded YSU’s reach into larger regions throughout the state, which led to his discovery of the Sun 

Serpent Effigy in southern Ohio (now on the National Registry of Historic Places). Teachers across the country 

use his book, Hands-On Archaeology: Real Life Activities for Kids (1998). He established a first-of-its-kind 

archaeology camp for youth at the YMCA Camp Kern in southern Ohio (1982-1990s). He volunteered for 

Ohio’s summer program of the Governor’s Institute for Gifted Children and also spent four summers as         

co-director of the Fresh Air Camp that brought underprivileged children to Youngstown’s Mill Creek Park for 

a summer camp experience.  

Upon his retirement in 2005, the title Faculty Emeritus was conferred upon Dr. White by the YSU Board of 

Trustees in recognition of his 34 years of service. 
 

Heritage Award information reprinted from the 2014 YSU Faculty/Staff Awards Dinner Program. 

Award (1973), Youngstown State University Diversity Leadership Award (2011), Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Diversity Award (2011) and the Lifetime Achievement Award for Leadership and Service to the 

Youngstown, Ohio community. Professor Bright served a five-year term on the Ohio Arts Council, is on the 

Junior Achievement Foundation Board of Directors, and is a member of the Cleveland Museum of Art Afri-

can American Advisory Committee. 

 



 

 

 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheons (2014-15) 
 

Dates: October 9, November 13, December 11, March 12, 

April 9, May 14 & June 11 (2nd Thursday of the month 

except January, February, July & August) 

Time:   11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Place:   To be announced in each mailing 

Dues:    $10.00 (helps support scholarship program) 
 

If you would like to join the group or need a notice of luncheon 

menu, please call Lois Romito (330-547-7317) or Patty  

Seachman (330-482-9639). 

 Upcoming Events 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:    First Tuesday of every month 

Time:   9:00 a.m. 

Place:   Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg 

 (except April, July & October which are at 

Dutch Haus in Columbiana) 

Cost:   Whatever you spend for breakfast 

 

YSURA Fall Luncheon 

 

Date: October 1, 2014 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall 

Cost: $20.00 

Speakers: YSU President Jim Tressel 
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Motown: The Musical 

 
Date:  October 19, 2014 

Time: Bus departs Boardman at 1:30 p.m. 

Place: State Theater, Cleveland, Ohio 

Cost: $80.00 

 
Retirees Association 

 

YSURA Fall Luncheon 

 
Date: October 1, 2014 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall 

Cost: $20.00 

Speaker: YSU President Jim Tressel 


