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From Your President ...
You’ve probably noticed this edition of the Courier is a little
different than previous issues. In celebration of YSURA’s
20th anniversary, we decided to print the issue in color.
When the late Ben Yozwiak convened a group of retirees to
discuss forming the organization, I don’t think any of them
could have foreseen the longevity and success the organization has achieved. While originally formed mainly as a social
organization, the group has dabbled in issues affecting retirees, developed a food-collection program for veterans, and
established a scholarship endowment for YSU students. In
addition to holding annual spring and fall luncheons, the
YSURA board has organized well over 100 special events
including museum tours; riverboat excursions; trips to casinos, sporting events, wineries
and touring Broadway shows; and numerous visits to YSU facilities and events, to name a
few. Most importantly, the organization provides retirees with a continued link to the University and fellow retirees.
Throughout this color edition of the Courier, you’ll notice several pictures of the floral
exhibits taken during our summer trip to the Phipps Conservatory. On December 2, we
will be sponsoring a return bus trip to both the Phipps Conservatory and the nearby Cathedral of Learning to take in the grandeur of their holiday displays. Later this fall, you’ll
receive a flyer announcing the details of this trip. Other events still to come include the fall
luncheon to be held at the elegant Fifth Floor restaurant on October 13 and a bus trip to
Pittsburgh on October 27 to see the Broadway show, Beautiful: The Carole King Musical.
OPERS members who are Medicare eligible are reminded that the 2016 healthcare plans
available to them are expected to be approved by the government in early October 2015
and available for review at www.medicare.oneexchange.com/opers. If you haven’t already
established a date and time to discuss available plans with a OneExchange representative,
you should contact them at 1-844-287-9945 to set up an appointment.
You recently should have received your 2015-16 membership renewal application. If you
haven’t returned your form and dues payment, please do so as soon as possible so that you
continue to receive your copy of the Courier and event flyers uninterrupted. If you’ve misplaced the application, it’s available for download at www.ysuretirees.org.
The YSU Retirees Scholarship endowment continues to grow as contributions from the
recent solicitation arrive. Having awarded two $750 scholarships for 2015-16, the next
milestone is to be able to award two $1,000 scholarships to deserving students. Remember,
even small donations result in large benefits for scholarship recipients.
The deadline for submitting Heritage Award nominations is December 31, 2015. Nominating forms are available at YSU’s Office of Human Resources or www.ysuretirees.org under “News and Announcements.” When submitting a nomination, please include as much
support information as possible since many of the nominees will be unfamiliar to the Heritage Award Committee.
I look forward to seeing you at the fall luncheon.
~Ed James, President, YSURA

Past Events
Spring Casino Trip
On April 21, 2015, for YSURA’s first bus trip of the year, members and their guests packed the bus as they traveled to Pittsburgh’s Rivers Casino for a day of friendship and wagering. Rivers Casino has long been a favorite of
the group because of its variety of games, free play, food allowances, excellent food venues and riverfront location. Many took advantage of the great weather to take a break from the action and enjoy a walk along the riverbank. Several members, who were making their first YSURA casino trip, mentioned they had a great time and
would be a part of future trips.

Spring Luncheon
YSURA’s spring luncheon was held on May 21, 2015 at The Georgetown with 63 people in attendance. Following
the luncheon buffet, James MacGregor, one of our two scholarship recipients for the 2015-16 academic year, was
introduced. Martin Abraham, Interim Provost, then provided an overview of YSU’s efforts to expand enrollment
by focusing on culture of community, student success, impact on the region and discovery of knowledge.

Ed James & James MacGregor

Phyllis Miglarese, Peg Magmore &
Stacy Koutsounaris

Carol Kordupel & Kathy Bouquet

Phipps Conservatory & Strip District
A full bus of YSURA members and guests traveled to Pittsburgh on June 23, 2015 to witness the wonder of
Phipps Conservatory, a 13-room Victorian glass house full of botanical treasures. Words cannot describe the
beauty of what we saw that day, so we are including as many pictures as possible throughout this newsletter for
your enjoyment. Following our time at Phipps, the group stopped at the Strip District for lunch as well as shopping at its ethnic food stores and unique shops.
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Gervasi Vineyard & Harry London Candies
On August 25, 2015, 51 people visited Gervasi Vineyard, a 55-acre, Tuscan-themed estate in Canton, Ohio. After
a three-course luncheon, which included samples of their most popular wines, we were provided a tour of the
beautifully landscaped property and all it had to offer, including several restaurants, outdoor patio, bocce court,
villas for overnight stays, gift shop, spring-fed lake and more. Our next destination was Harry London Candies for
a first-hand look at its candy-making process and some samples of chocolate. Many were reminded of the I Love
Lucy episode when Lucy and Ethel worked in the chocolate factory. The day was capped off with a stop in the
Fannie Mae/Harry London retail candy store where sales certainly increased from our visit!

Gordy & Kathy Longmuir

Deb & Don Mathews

Mary Kay Earnhart; GL & Virginia Mears

Fall Casino Trip
On September 22, 2015, over 50 YSURA members and guests enjoyed gorgeous weather and a smooth bus ride
as they traveled to the Meadows Racetrack and Casino in Washington, Pa. Those who had never been to the
Meadows before were surprised by the size of the facility and the wide selection of slot machines on the gaming
floor. Returnees to the venue were amazed at the continuing expansion made to the Meadows and the surrounding area. While several people took advantage of the chance to wager a few dollars on the trotters, most used the
generous “free slot play” provided to attendees to win a few dollars at the slot machines. As always, everyone
relished the opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new friends along the way.
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More Scholarship Applicant Quotes
Last fall we shared with you quotes from the essays of some of the YSU Retirees Scholarship applicants. After receiving positive feedback, we’ve decided to do the same again this fall. Here’s what several of our recent applicants
had to say about their YSU experience:
One valuable lesson that I’ll take away from YSU is that of perseverance. I’m much stronger than I ever thought
imaginable. But most of all, YSU did exactly what I needed it to do—taught me about me. I learned more than what
was written on the chalkboards of the classrooms. I learned lessons that will be the foundation for where I envision
myself going in life. ~Carly Dean, Criminal Justice
My YSU experience has changed who I am as a person. This wonderful university has allowed me to grow, find a
passion for business and open my eyes to an entrepreneurial world as well as make some extraordinary friends and
build relationships. ~James Garvin, Finance
I think what I appreciate the most about YSU is that I feel like I’ve become a more
well-rounded person throughout my time here. I can honestly say that I will look
back on my time at this university and say that I had fun. YSU has prepared me for
my future in medical school through the knowledgeable faculty and other opportunities like research. However, they have also shown me that there is a lot more to getting an education than just getting good grades. ~Emily Gianetti, Biology
While attending YSU, I was eager to learn about the history of Youngstown and
where all the traditions came from. Originally not being from the area, I did not
realize Youngstown had so much to offer, from the University and the beautiful campus to the gorgeous sceneries to the old steel mills. It’s interesting to look back and
see how much Youngstown has grown since I started school four and a half years
ago. ~Marissa Hundelt, Criminal Justice
The professors and faculty are very involved and up to date in their professions.
They are very inspiring and supportive. In addition, they are incredibly diverse and
intelligent, making the program courses they teach very interesting and extremely
challenging. All this combined gives YSU’s nutrition program an edge in academia.
~Gina Kontur, Dietetics
The one common thread that I have noticed amongst the YSU student body is that
they are all proud of YSU and want to see our university succeed and grow. Between classes, sporting events, meetings and just simply being on campus, I have
witnessed everything that makes YSU special. YSU has a special place in the valley
and I am proud to be a part of it. ~Bryce Miner, Political Science
The faculty and staff at BCOE ensure that I am well prepared for the many teacher
licensure exams and field experience evaluations that I will soon be enduring. Without the support of all of my past and current professors and the BCOE advisement
staff, I would not have been able to do as well as I have. ~Marissa Mraz, Integrated
Mathematics Education
The passionate, involved teaching of my professors has led me to discover that one
day I too would like to teach at the college level and hopefully inspire other students
like myself along the way. Having been elsewhere, I can say that the Dana School of Music at YSU has an incredibly supportive yet challenging atmosphere that propels students to success. ~Laura Ogram, Music Education
During my first semester, I utilized my weekly meetings with my peer mentor who introduced me to the Center for
Student Progress. I attended tutoring and Supplemental Instruction sessions to ensure I was prepared. I was not
about to pass up an opportunity to better my study skills. Fast forward to my senior year, and now I am a Supplemental Instruction leader. I wanted to give back to my fellow Penguins what YSU has given to me. ~Melissa
Richards, Accounting
F all 20 1 5—P a ge 4

Retirements
Congratulations to the latest retirees! May you enjoy a long and wonderful retirement. We hope to see you at
future YSURA functions.
Javed Alam, Civil/Environmental & Chemical Engineering
Servio Becerra, Foreign Languages
Robert Beebe, Educ. Foundations, Research, Technology & Leadership
Herve Corbe, Foreign Languages
Mary Beth DeLuco, Undergraduate Admissions
Lena Fabrizio, School of Technology
Richard Gaydos, Computer Science & Information Systems
Beverly Gray, Psychology
Mary Hake, Dean’s Office - CLASS
Janet Jordan, Procurement
Louis Katz, Management
Sally Kenney, Dean’s Office - CHHS
Robert Leipheimer, Biological Sciences
Anthony Messuri, School of Technology
Howard Mettee, Chemistry
Sharon Mika, Undergraduate Admissions
Matthew Novotny, Kilcawley Center
Ted Perkins, Dana School of Music
Thomas Rakestraw, Management
Raymond Shaffer, Accounting and Finance
Sharon Shanks, Ward Beecher Planetarium
James Tackett, Accounting and Finance
John Usis, Biological Sciences
Maureen Vendemia, Health Professions
Victor Wan-Tatah, Philosophy and Religious Studies

In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues
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Reene Alley
4/1/1935 - 7/5/2015
Retired 2002, Educational Admin.

Bertha Royster
7/9/1938 - 9/10/2015
Retired 2008, Maag Library

Irfan Khan
4/20/1946 - 4/13/2015
Retired 2008, Civil Engineering

Chester Rufh
7/18/1928 - 5/25/2015
Retired 1996, Biology

Helen Pavlov
9/17/1925 - 5/17/2015
Retired 1996, Central Services

William Slocum
12/17/1936 - 4/7/2015
Retired 2012, Dana School of Music

2015 Heritage Award Recipients
BARBARA (HOOVER) BROTHERS began her long and distinguished career at Youngstown State University in 1967 as an Instructor in the Department of English. She rose
through the ranks and in 1983 was promoted to Full Professor. Dr. Brothers earned a BA in
English from Youngstown University in 1958, an MA from Western Reserve University in
1962 and a PhD in English from Kent State University in 1973.
Prior to joining the full-time faculty at YSU, she taught English at Austintown Fitch High
School from which she graduated in 1955 and was an adjunct faculty member at YU from
1960-1967, serving as Director of Humanities and teacher for Upward Bound in 1966 and
1967. From 1974-1992, she chaired the Department of English and played a significant role
in shaping many of the academic and outreach programs for which the University is known
today. Additionally, she led the department to national recognition in many arenas, garnering three national awards. During her 18-year tenure as chair, Dr. Brothers encouraged development of new programs, such as the major in Professional Writing and Editing (now Professional and Technical
Writing); interdisciplinary majors and minors, such as Peace and Conflict Studies, Women’s Studies and American Studies; and comprehensive programs, such as freshman composition and writing throughout the English department course
offerings. She led the department in developing outreach programs, working with teachers and administrators throughout
the state on the teaching of writing and literature, and assisting in the development of the award-winning English Festival, which continues to bring a nationally known author of young-adult literature to speak to hundreds of local students
each year.
In 1993, after serving as acting graduate dean, she was appointed Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences and championed the cause of good teaching, first in developing
the Master Teacher programs at YSU and then in helping to establish a Center for
Teaching and Learning. While dean, she helped to shape the college at a time when
grants and sponsored research and interdepartmental collaboration were growing exponentially and the college was gaining in national stature. Encouraging excellence in
others, Dr. Brothers set a high standard for herself as well, publishing numerous
scholarly articles and a monograph; co-editing five scholarly books and two national
journals; serving as the writer or co-writer of more than $3.5 million in grants for the
department and college; delivering numerous presentations at state, national, and international scholarly conferences; and reviewing manuscripts for scholarly journals
and presses.
For her professional achievements and leadership, she was named a Distinguished
Member of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, received College English Association Professional Achievement Awards in 1999 and 2001, Distinguished Service Award in 1994, Kent State English Department Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1994 and YSU Arts and Sciences Distinguished Alumnus in 1991. She received the Watson Distinguished Professor Award in 1974, the YSU Distinguished Professor award three times and the
Watson Distinguished Department Chair award four times. At the state and national levels, Barbara provided leadership
to the College English Association of Ohio, the Ohio Humanities Council, the National College English Association, the
Association of Departments of English, the Modern Language Association, the State Library Board and the National Endowment for the Humanities. On campus, among her many service roles included the Senate Executive Committee,
Chair of Graduate Council, Chair of Academic Standards and Events and hiring committees for university president and
two deans. She has also served and continues to serve the community through participation and leadership in numerous
organizations—the League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown, YWCA Capital Campaign, Youngstown Symphony, Park Vista Board, Youngstown Chapter of AAUW and the Citizen’s League of Youngstown. She helped to endow
the YSU Poetry Center through the Drs. Barbara Brothers and Gratia Murphy Fund. She is a Gould Society Member, the
local YSU liberal arts honor society, to which she was elected in 1958, the year of its founding.
She is the mother of two children, Mark and Jill Brothers, and two step-children, Emily Ludwig and Marla Haims
Cohen. She is married to Dr. Lawrence Haims, and they have nine grandchildren. Dr. Brothers retired in 2001 and was
bestowed the title of Administrator Emeritus in honor of her 41 years of excellence in academic areas and dedication to
learning, to YSU and the community it serves.
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IKRAM KHAWAJA’S association with Youngstown State University has been long and
mutually satisfying. In his 40-year career, Dr. Khawaja has taught thousands of students and
worked with hundreds of colleagues on numerous projects both on and off the campus of
Youngstown State University. Dr. Khawaja has done significant research in economic geology, groundwater and radon studies. At YSU, he has served as faculty, Department Chair,
Director of Faculty Relations, Dean, Interim Dean, Interim Provost, Provost and Interim
President. Dr. Khawaja received the YSU Watson Merit Award for outstanding performance
as a department chairperson on two occasions. He has served as advisor to student organizations with interests in Geology, Pakistan, Islam and Cricket.
Dr. Khawaja holds BS and MS degrees from the University of Karachi, Pakistan; an MS in
Geology from Southern Illinois University; and a PhD in Geology from Indiana University.
His research has been focused on the relationship between minerals and humanity, starting
with the mineral exploitation of sulfides and fluorides and finishing with the environmental health effects of radon. He
has also worked on oil and gas, groundwater and geoscience education in both the United States and Pakistan.
In 1976, the National Science Foundation funded Dr. Khawaja’s collaboration with Pakistani scientists on groundwater
problems in Pakistan. In 1997, the United Nations sent him to Pakistan via the U.N.
Token Program to help Environmental Geology programs at the University of Balochistan in Quetta and Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad. Between 2003 and
2005, he returned to Pakistan to help Fatima Jinnah Women University develop
their environmental studies program.
Dr. Khawaja was instrumental in the creation of the YSU Center for Islamic Studies
and an endowed Professorship in Islamic Studies. He also led the University’s efforts in soliciting a donation of gems and minerals appraised at more than $1 million and creating the Clarence R. Smith Mineral Museum, housed in the Department
of Geological and Environmental Sciences in Moser Hall. Until his short-lived retirement, Dr. Khawaja served as director of the museum. Dr. Khawaja was Director
of Faculty Relations from 1997 to 2000 and served as Interim Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences from July 2001 to July 2002 before retiring in December 2002.
He returned to the University as Interim Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
from July 2005 to 2007.
Dr. Khawaja was appointed YSU’s Interim Provost in 2007 and named Provost in
2008. He led the academic division through the rigorous transition of Ohio’s education system detailed in the University System of Ohio Plan 2008-2017, initiated by
the governor to raise the overall educational attainment of the State of Ohio. Dr.
Khawaja also led the division through the Academic Strategic Plan 2007-2013, as
articulated through the mission and vision of Youngstown State University and built
most directly upon strategic directions within YSU’s Centennial Campus Master
Plan. In 2010, Dr. Khawaja co-chaired the committee to envision the future for
YSU. The result of that committee was the document, YSU 2020: The Strategic
Plan of Youngstown State University, 2011-2020. Prior to his retirement at Youngstown State University, Dr. Khawaja was named the Interim President, a position he
held from March through June 2014.

- Heritage Award information reprinted from the 2015 YSU Faculty/Staff
Awards Dinner Program
- Phipps Conservatory botanical pictures compliments of Sharyn Fees
and Pat Shively
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Upcoming Events
Freetimers Breakfast
Date:
Time:
Place:

First Tuesday of every month
9:00 a.m.
Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg
(except April, July & October which are at
Dutch Haus in Columbiana)

YSURA Fall Luncheon
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
Speaker:

October 13, 2015
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The Fifth Floor, Youngstown, Ohio
$18.00
Brittany Housel, Youngstown Business
Incubator

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

October 27, 2015
3:30 p.m.
Benedum Center, Pittsburgh, Pa.
$100.00

YSU Women Retirees Luncheons (2015-16)
Dates:
Time:
Place:
Dues:

October 8, November 12, December 10, March 10,
April 14, May 12 & June 9 (2nd Thursday of the
month except January, February, July & August)
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Will be announced in each luncheon flyer
$10.00 (helps support scholarship program)

If you would like to join the group or need a notice of luncheon menu, please call Lois Romito (330-547-7317) or Patty
Seachman (330-482-9639).

Cathedral of Learning/Phipps Conservatory
Holiday Tour
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

December 2, 2015
12:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
$40.00

Retirees Association

