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The YSURA recently completed its most ambitious 
event to date, a three-day trip to New York City. Our 
compliments go to Gwen Latessa for her outstanding 
work in organizing this sold-out trip. Check inside this 
Courier for Gwen’s post-trip comments.  
 

Two events remain on our schedule for 2016. First, 
the annual fall luncheon will be held on October 25 
featuring YSU President Jim Tressel as the main 
speaker. With YSU enrollment up and residence halls 
full, we can expect a talk loaded with good news. The 
second event is the YSU Holiday Breakfast on    

December 16, which will bring YSURA members back to campus to experience 
the ever-changing environment. If you haven’t already received flyers for these 
events, you should be receiving them shortly.  
 

I’m happy to report that the recent YSU Retirees Scholarship solicitation drive 
has already pushed the corpus of the fund to $54,989 with more donations to 
come. Thanks to everyone, and keep up the good work.  
 

Mary Bodnovich, who has served as secretary to the YSURA Board of Directors 
for a number of years, recently resigned from the board due to scheduling con-
flicts. While we’ll miss her smiling face at our monthly board meetings, I’m 
sure we’ll continue to see her at many YSURA events. On behalf of the Board, I 
thank Mary for her dedicated service and wish her the best. Marsha Wolfe, who 
has seamlessly served as Mary’s backup for the past couple of years, will take 
her place as the new secretary. And speaking of valuable board members, a tip 
of the hat goes to Hugh Earnhart, Loretta Liptak and Jeanne Tydings who have 
served ever since the YSURA was formed 21 years ago! 
 

A few reminders: (1) If you haven’t returned your 2016-17 YSURA member-
ship renewal application and dues payment, please do so as soon as possible so 
that you continue to receive the Courier and event flyers uninterrupted. If you 
need a membership form, it can be downloaded from the homepage of our web-
site, www.ysuretirees.org. (2) December 31 is the deadline for submitting Herit-
age Award nominations. Forms are available through the YSU Office of Human 
Resources or at www.ysuretirees.org/news. (3) Although it seems like OPERS 
members just completed their initial selection of insurance carriers for 2016, it’s 
time to review your coverage for 2017. In most cases, if you wish to maintain 
your current carriers, you won’t have to do anything, but you should review 
your options annually. If you wish to make changes, you can do so by contact-
ing OneExchange.  
 

I hope to see you at our upcoming YSURA events. 
   

Ed James 
 President, YSURA 

 

From Your President ... 

 

   Fall 2016 
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Past Events 

 

 

 

Spring Luncheon 
 

YSURA’s spring luncheon was held on May 3, 2016 at Antone’s Banquet Center in Boardman with 53 people in 
attendance. Following the luncheon buffet, our two scholarship recipients, Quincy Carrier and Jeremy Leishman, 
were introduced. Then Rick Shale treated the group to a very interesting talk and slide presentation entitled, 
“Youngstown's First Citizen: Joseph G. Butler, Jr.” In addition to Mr. Butler’s well-known legacy, the Butler Insti-
tute of American Art, he was a pivotal figure in Youngstown’s transition from iron to steel production as well as an 
amazing philanthropist and community leader. 

Spring Casino Bus Trip 
 

On April 21, 2016, a busload of YSURA members and their guests traveled to Pittsburgh’s Rivers Casino to try 
their hand at the slot machines and table games. While nobody reported life-changing gains or losses, several peo-
ple reported modest wins, which they attributed to their skillful wagering. Others enjoyed the day by catching a 
delicious lunch and then venturing out for a walk along the Ohio River walkway to enjoy the beautiful weather. 
As with all YSURA trips, the casino trip gave attendees a chance to mingle with friends and colleagues and enjoy 
a day away from their normal routines. 

New York City Bus Trip 
 

On September 27, 2016, YSURA embarked on its first trip to New York City. During the three-day adventure, 46 
members and guests enjoyed a family-style Italian dinner, with plate after plate of food, at the original Carmine’s 
on the upper west side; saw the nightlights of the city high atop Rockefeller Center; and visited the 9/11 Museum, 
which was a very impressive and moving tribute to the nearly 3,000 people who lost their lives. During free time, 
individuals chose a variety of activities including Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, taping of the Late Show with Ste-
phen Colbert, Yankees vs. Red Sox game, Grand Central Station, double decker bus tour, strolling through Cen-
tral Park, art galleries in Chelsea, Bryant Park, walking the High Line, Whitney Museum of American Art, shop-
ping in SoHo and along Fifth Avenue, Teddy Roosevelt’s home in Sagamore Hill, and more. In addition, many 
took in a Broadway or Off-Broadway show of choice including American in Paris, Beautiful: The Carole King 
Musical, Cagney, Fiddler on the Roof, Front Page, Kinky Boots, Phantom of the Opera, The Humans, Waitress, 
and Wicked. On the final day, the group visited Jane’s Carousel, formerly the Idora Park Carousel, located on the 
waterfront under the Brooklyn Bridge with a beautiful view of Manhattan in the background. When they saw the 
carousel restored to its former glory, nostalgia and emotion set in. Most had ridden the carousel during their youth 
and jumped at the chance to ride it again so many decades later. It was truly the grand finale of the trip. To view 
more pictures and a video of the carousel ride, go to www.ysuretirees.org/photos. 

Pam Horvath Rick Shale Pam Palumbo 



 

 Fal l  2016—Page 3  

Retirements  

 

Healthy U Wellness Workshops 

The Mahoning County District Board of Health is offering two Healthy U wellness workshops to the community 
free of charge: 
 
(1) The Chronic Disease Self-Management Program helps participants better 

manage their chronic health conditions such as diabetes, asthma, arthritis, heart 
disease, or hypertension. People with various chronic health conditions attend 
the interactive 2-1/2 hour small group workshop once a week for six weeks. 
Support and education are provided to encourage participants to better manage 
their health so they can maintain active and full lives. Stanford University’s 
School of Medicine developed this evidence-based program.  

 
Dates:  Tuesdays - October 18 to November 22, 2016  
Time:   5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Place:  Mahoning County District Board of Health, Austintown 
 
Note: The Ohio Department of Aging will deposit $50 into Retiree Medical 

Accounts of OPERS non-Medicare retirees who complete this course.  
 

(2) The Diabetes Empowerment Education Program (DEEP) is for individuals 
with type 1, type 2 or pre-diabetes. The program encourages small lifestyle 
changes while learning about diabetes and the way it affects health. DEEP is an 
interactive 2-1/2 hour small group workshop that takes place once a week for 6 
weeks.  

 

Dates:  Saturdays - October 29 to December 3, 2016  
Time:  9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Place:  Central YMCA, Youngstown  

 

For more information or to register for the free workshops, call 330-270-2855, ext. 109.   

John Beshara, YSU Police 
Steven Brown, English 
Ron Chordas, Health Professions 
Michael Crist, Dean’s Office - College of Creative 
    Arts & Communication  
Troy Cross, Information Technology Services 
Brenda Crouse, Dean’s Office - College of Science,  
    Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics 
Maria Delost, Health Professions 
James Dolan, Communication 
Renee Eggers, Educational Foundations, Research,  
    Technology & Leadership 
Jack Fahey, Student Affairs 
Eva Gucwa, Bookstore 
Lynn Haug, Kilcawley Center 
Shakir Husain, Civil/Environmental & Chemical  
    Engineering 
Shirley Keller, Social Work 
Mary Khumprakob, Center for Student Progress 
Ganesh Kudav, Mechanical & Industrial Engineering 
Joann Leckie, Math Assistance Center 

Melissa Lowry, Bookstore 
Rosemarie Manfredi, Bookstore 
Charles Nader, Ticket Office 
Melvin North, University Outreach 
Edward Orona, Grants & Sponsored Programs 
William Pallante, Marketing 
Salvatore Pansino, Electrical & Computer  
    Engineering 
Sandra Petiya, Mathematics & Statistics 
Cathy Pokrivnak, Registration & Records 
Charles Powers, Degree Audit 
Corinne Ruby, Math Assistance Center 
Patricia Sarro, Art  
Douglas Sewell, Information Technology Services 
John Spencer, Printing Services 
William Wheelock, Procurement Services 
James Wilson, Parking Services 
Claudette Womack, Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Jennie Wood, Nursing  
Anne York, History 

Congratulations to those who have retired in the last year. Best wishes for a happy and healthy retirement! 
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YSU Institute for Learning in Retirement 

The YSU Institute for Learning in Retirement (ILR) is a membership-based organization for those who are 
retired or semi-retired. The YSU-ILR Lecture Series meets Friday mornings at YSU in the Tod Hall Board of 
Trustees Room from 10:00 to 11:45 a.m. A continental breakfast is served prior to each lecture at 9:30 a.m. 
The annual cost for membership is $102 for a single and $169 for a couple which includes the lectures, re-
freshments and parking in the Wick Avenue deck. A membership form is available on our website at 
www.ysuretirees.org/news. Below is a list of lectures for the 2016-17 year: 
  
 Fall 2016 
 September 23  Little League World Series Baseball Umpire (Dr. Chet Cooper, Chemistry) 
 October 7  Isle of Mann - Archeology Project (Dr. Colleen McLean, Geology) 
 October 14  November 2016 Elections (Bertram DeSouza, The Vindicator) 
 October 21   Elder Law (Attorney Elliot Legow) 
 October 28   Financial Exploitations (Lisa Solley, Agency on Aging) 
 November 4  What Goes on Behind the Scenes (Jim Bogus, Covelli Centre) 
  
 Winter 2017 
 February 17  19th Century Organized Crime - New York City (Dr. Fred Viehe, History) 
 February 24  Dr. Ray’s Amazing Side Show (Dr. Ray Beiersdorfer, Geology) 
 March 3 How We Learn (Dr. Jody Krontiris-Litowitz, Anatomy & Physiology) 
  
 Spring 2017 
 March 17  Sleep and Aging (Amanda Roby, Health and Human Services) 
 March 24 Topic to be determined (Joyce Mistovich, Butler Institute of Art) 
 March 31 Climbing Kilimanjaro (Atty. Bruce Williams) 
 April 7 Topic to be determined (Dr. Pat Durrell, Astronomy) 
 April 21 Topic to be determined (Dana School of Music) 
 May 5 Word War II - The Home Front (Hugh Earnhart) 
 
Note: If you’d like to experience a YSU-ILR lecture before becoming a member, contact the program coordi-
nator, Michael Glonek, at mjglonek@ysu.edu at least one week prior to the lecture so he can make appropri-
ate arrangements.  
 

Freetimers Breakfast  

This fall marks the 23rd anniversary of the YSU Freetimers Breakfast. In October 1993, two Physical Plant em-
ployees, Harry Dampf and Dave Brandt, retired on the same day and thought it would be a good idea to meet 
monthly for breakfast with other Physical Plant retirees. When they first began, there were five or six people 
that met at a different location every month. As word got out, the group started accumulating more retirees. To 
spread the word even more, they started announcing the activity in the social section of The Vindicator the 
Sunday before each breakfast, a practice they still follow today. Eventually the group attracted so many people 
that they had to find a permanent place to accommodate them. First came the back room at Denny’s in Board-
man; then the Dutch Haus in Columbiana was added as an alternate location for April and October. In 2013, 
the group started meeting at Davidson’s in Cornersburg. Dutch Haus is still in the mix; however, due to popu-
lar demand, they now meet there three times a year (April, July and October) instead of two.  
 

The Freetimers hope to see you at a future breakfast. No RSVP is necessary—just show up at 9 a.m. the first 
Tuesday of every month and partake of a hearty breakfast, good conversation and some laughs with your fel-
low YSU retirees.  
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In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues 

 

Libby Aaron 
1/8/1917 - 8/3/2013 
Retired 1979, Registration and Records 
 
John Cernica 
5/14/1932 - 9/14/2016 
Retired 2006, Civil Engineering 
 
James Daly 
8/29/1938 - 9/17/2016 
Retired 2006, Management 
 
Joe Edwards 
2/21/1943 - 4/4/2016 
Retired 2009, College of Fine & Performing Arts 
 
Lois Gibson 
7/19/1929 - 5/18/2016 
Retired 2006, Library 
 
Robert Grapes 
3/8/1952 - 7/31/2016 
Retired 1996, Chemistry 
 
James Gray 
7/11/1930 - 9/11/2016 
Retired 1996, YSU Police 
 
Philip Hahn 
2/1/1917 - 12/27/2015 
Retired 1984, Economics 
 
George Hammer 
9/4/1937 - 8/28/2016 
Retired  2004, YSU Police 
 
Randy Hoover 
8/28/1945 - 9/19/2016 
Retired 2013, Teacher Education 
 
Eileen O’Brien 
7/2/1951 - 7/11/2016 
Retired 1999, Registration 
 
William Oliver 
7/2/1942 - 10/23/2015 
Retired 2012, Small Business Development Center 

Irene Pollock 
5/9/1921 - 5/28/2016 
Retired 1984, Library 
 
Ethel Powis 
4/17/1926 - 7/7/2016 
Retired 1985, Bursar’s Office  
 
David Quinby 
5/5/1927 - 9/5/2016 
Retired 1993, Psychology 
 
Carol Orlando Ruby 
10/16/1945 - 5/4/2016 
Retired 2006, WYSU-FM  
 
John “Chubby” Scott 
12/31/1917 - 9/11/2016 
Retired 1989, Athletics 
 
Sharon Shipton 
3/20/1953 - 1/14/2016 
Retired 2010, Nursing 
 
Florence Sturgeon 
11/17/1921 - 5/18/2015 
Retired 2006, Procurement Services 
 
George Sutton 
6/3/1923 - 7/27/2016 
Retired 1994, College of Engineering 
 
David Sweetkind 
5/29/1931 - 5/12/2016 
Retired 1997, College of Fine & Performing Arts    
 
Paul Vinkler 
1/31/1926 - 5/29/2016 
Retired 2006, Facilities Maintenance 
 
Rose Marie Wallace 
7/10/1934 - 5/23/2016 
Retired 2006, Janitorial Services 
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2016 Heritage Award Recipients 

STEPHEN HANZELY joined Youngstown State University in 1968 as an 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy. He was pro-
moted to Associate Professor in 1973 and to full Professor in 1980. He served 
as Department Chair from 1974 to 1979. In 1993, President Cochran appoint-
ed Dr. Hanzely to be YSU’s first Director of Faculty Relations, a position he 
held for four years. Upon his retirement in 2002, the title Professor Emeritus 
was conferred upon him by the University’s Board of Trustees for his 39 years 
of contributions to YSU. 
 
Dr. Hanzely received his Bachelor of Science degree from Kent State Univer-
sity in 1962, his M.S. degree from The University of Toledo in 1964 and his 
Ph.D. from New Mexico State University in 1969. His research interests in-
clude spectroscopy, the physics of sports and the physics of energy and the 
environment. 
 

His service to the university spanned five decades. During his tenure, Dr. Hanzely received four Distinguished 
Professorship Awards (1981, 1990, 2001 and 2002), the YSU Centurians’ Outstanding Professor Award 
(1984-1985), two YSU-OEA Faculty Service Awards (1981 and 2001), a Student Service Award “In Recog-
nition of Exceptional Commitment to YSU Students” (1999-2000), the Smith-Murphy Award “Presented by 
the YSU Student Body for Outstanding Faculty Commitment” (2000-01) as well as YSU’s Mr. Wizard Award 
“For Your Enthusiasm and Support for YSU’s Student Activities and All Young Scientists” (1992). He re-
ceived two National Science Foundation grants to conduct summer workshops for high school teachers (1979 
and 1980). He spent the 1988-89 academic year as a visiting professor and member of the M.U.P.P.E.T. group 
at the University of Maryland. A native of Hungary, he returned to that country in 1994 as a J. William Ful-
bright Scholar and taught one semester at the University of Veszprém. To perpetuate his commitment to our 
fine university, Dr. Hanzely and his wife established an endowment to fund the annual Stephen and Brigitta S. 
Hanzely Scholarship for undergraduate international students attending YSU (2000). 
 
Dr. Hanzely’s resume also features a distinguished list of university and community service activities. These 
include being a member of the first YSU-OEA Collective Bargaining Team (1972-73) and later serving as 
president (1985-87) and chief negotiator (1980-82 and 1982-84) of the faculty association. He was a charter 
member of the YSU Federal Credit Union and served on its first board of directors. Dr. Hanzely was a co-
founder, and for 15 years the coordinator, of the YSU Physics Olympics competition for high schools stu-
dents, an annual event that is now in its 37th year. Upon his retirement, Dr. Hanzely started volunteering for 
Habitat for Humanity of Mahoning County, first “swinging a hammer” at construction sites, later as Board 
President and more recently as principal grant writer. He is credited with writing applications that resulted in 
grants totaling some $1.5 million for the local affiliate. For his exceptional service, Dr. Hanzely was selected 
to receive the 2009 State of Ohio Habitat Volunteer of the Year Award. 
 
 

 

Additional Appointment to Heritage Award Committee 

As most of you know, the Heritage Award Committee meets once a year to review nominations for the Uni-
versity’s most prestigious honor bestowed upon former faculty and administrative staff. The committee has 
been comprised of three administrators, six college representatives, six alumni and one retiree.  
 
In the last year, there have been numerous discussions at YSURA board meetings about the need for more of a 
retiree presence on the Heritage Award Committee—who better to know the history behind the nominees? An 
ad hoc committee convened to discuss the matter, and it was successful in obtaining the support of the Herit-
age Award Committee and President Tressel. YSURA then submitted three retiree names to President Tressel 
for his consideration. Congratulations to George Beelen who was selected to fill the slot. George will serve a 
three-year term along with Phil Hirsch, who was appointed to the committee in 2015. 
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LOUIS ZONA was added to YSU’s faculty in 1971 after teaching at West-
minster College (1969-70). He also taught at Carnegie Mellon University 
(1972) and the Hoyt Institute of Fine Arts (Adult Instruction Program) as 
well as the Youngstown State Continuing Education Program (Instructor of 
Photography). He received his B.S. in Education (Magna Cum Laude) from 
YSU in 1966, his M.S. in Art Education from the University of Pittsburgh 
(1969), and a Doctor of Arts degree from Carnegie Mellon University (1973). 
He also studied at Wagner College in Staten Island, NY.  
 
While at YSU he was promoted to Assistant Professor by 1973 and received 
tenure status in 1976. He served as Chairperson of the Art Department and 
was promoted to Associate Professor (1978) then full Professor (1985).  
 
Dr. Zona served on the PA Department of Education College Evaluation 
Committee (Thiel College, 1970). He designed and supervised the Art Pro-

gram Title I Summer Camp for Lawrence County, PA (1970). He conducted Head Start Teaching Workshops 
for Teachers of Lawrence and Butler Counties (1970) and conducted seminars in Visual Arts. He was on the 
Program Committee of the Friends of American Art of the Butler Institute. He served on the Arts Administra-
tive Committee of the Hoyt Institute of Fine Arts (Lawrence County, PA) and also served as Assistant to the 
Executive Director of the Butler Institute of American Art (1981-82). He was then named Executive Director 
of the Butler Institute of American Art (1982 to present).  
 
He is credited with improving the physical aspects of the BIAA, resulting in opening of a Salem Branch in 
1991, the Trumbull Branch in 1996, the Beecher Center High Tech addition in 2000, and the Andrews Pavil-
ion at the back of BIAA in 2002. The latter of these additions expanded the museum shop, sculpture atrium 
and café. Dr. Zona’s major campaign efforts resulted in $3.8 million and 20,000 square feet of additional 
property. His BIAA working budget doubled from $0.6 to $1.3 million during the 1980s.  
 
Dr. Zona received a Teacher of the Year Award by the Lawrence County Jaycees (1969) and was named to 
the 1971 Outstanding Young Men of America and to the 1973 Outstanding Educators of America. While at 
YSU, he received the Distinguished Professorship Award in 1976 and 1998. He also received the Steel Valley 
Art Teachers Award in 1992 and the 1990 Governor’s Award for Art in Ohio. He is listed in Who’s Who in 
America and Who’s Who in American Art. Upon his retirement in 2011, the title Faculty Emeritus was con-
ferred upon Dr. Zona by the YSU Board of Trustees in recognition of his 40 years of service.  
 
Dr. Zona has encouraged cooperative programs between the Butler and YSU. He initiated the Music At Noon 
program with the Dana School, now in its 30th year. The Butler serves as home base for the YSU English 
Festival and is always a part of the Festival of the Arts. Student Internships with the Art Department and other 
university departments have become a regular part of Butler programming. University classes regularly utilize 
the Butler collection, and docent-guided tours of the Butler by YSU classes are now commonplace. 
 
 

 

Note:  Heritage Award recipient information reprinted from the 2016 Faculty Recognition Awards Dinner Program. 

2016 Heritage Award Recipients (cont’d) 

 

Dr. Hanzely has been happily married to his wife Brigitta for 53 years. They are blessed with two lovely 
daughters, Melinda and Erika, and four grandchildren. Brigitta and both daughters earned academic degrees 
from YSU over the years. 



 

 

 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheons (2016-17) 
 

Dates: October 13, November 10, December 8, March 9,  
 April 13, May 11 & June 8 (2nd Thursday of the month 

except January, February, July & August) 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification 
Dues:  $10.00 (helps support scholarship program) 
 

If you’d like to join the group or need a luncheon notification, 
please call Lois Romito (330-547-7317) or Patty Seachman 
(330-482-9639). Membership and luncheon reservation forms 
are also available at www.ysuretirees.org under “Events.”  

 Upcoming Events 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:    First Tuesday of every month 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Place:   Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg 
 (except April, July & October which are at 

Dutch Haus in Columbiana) 
Cost:    Whatever you spend for breakfast 

 

YSURA Fall Luncheon 

 
Date: October 1, 2014 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall 

Cost: $20.00 

Speakers: YSU President Jim Tressel 
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YSU Holiday Breakfast 
 

Date: Friday, December 16, 2016 
Time: 8:15 a.m. 
Place: Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center 
Cost: TBD 
Note: Space is limited; reservations are on a first-come, 

first-served basis  

 

YSURA Fall Luncheon 
 

Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place: Mt. Carmel Banquet Room 
Cost: $20.00 
Speaker: YSU President Jim Tressel 


