
 

 

YSURA Board of Directors 
 

President 

Ed James                           330-856-6933 

                                ebudjames@aol.com 

Vice President 

Hugh Earnhart 330-757-4727 

 gowie@aol.com 

Secretary 

Marsha Wolfe 330-457-0170 

 wolfe.marsha@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Jeanne Tydings 330-542-2415 

 tydzcon@gmail.com 

 

Directors 

George Beelen 330-702-1749 

 gdb@gbeelen.com 

Darla Funk 330-533-3722

 redpenguin@zoominternet.net 

Phil Hirsch 330-539-1116 

 phil_hirsch@hotmail.com 

Gwen Latessa 330-757-2485 

 que2@zoominternet.net 

Loretta Liptak 330-758-8931 

 lliptak@me.com 

Don Mathews 330-743-8538 

 donmathews99@yahoo.com 

Pam Palumbo 330-536-6322 

 papalumbo@ysu.edu 

Warren Young 330-876-5497 

 wyoung9836@aol.com 

 

OCHER Representatives 

George Beelen 330-702-1749 

 gdb@gbeelen.com 

Marianne Anderson 234-855-5995 

 mca1@zoominternet.net 

 

Ex Officio/Website 

Robert Hogue    rahogue@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsletter 

Gwen Latessa   330-757-2485 

Editor que2@zoominternet.net 

 

Sharyn Fees 330-707-0319 

Asst. Editor sefees@ysu.edu 

 

 

Website:   ysuretirees.org 

Email:   ysuretirees@gmail.com 

 

 

 

With recent daily high temperatures topping 80 de-
grees, it seems like I should be writing a spring rather 
than a fall letter. Even though it’s not normal, I’ll take 
it while it lasts. 
 

In April 2017, in a move to stabilize the future of the 
system, the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS) 
Board voted to reduce cost-of-living adjustments 
(COLA) for all retirees to 0% as of July 1, 2017. 
STRS reported that a review of the COLA would be 
made not later than the next five-year actuarial review 
of the system.  
 

Recently, in order to further strengthen an already strong system, the Ohio Pub-
lic Employees Retirement System (OPERS) Board of Trustees began reviewing 
options for adjusting the COLA received by OPERS retirees. A survey was sent 
to each OPERS retiree asking for input concerning COLA reduction options. At 
last report, 72,000 of the 200,000 surveys mailed had been completed and re-
turned. On behalf of YSURA, I sent a letter to Karen Carraher, OPERS Execu-
tive Director, outlining some of the concerns raised by the YSURA Board. A 
copy is included later in this Courier. OPERS retirees can follow the ongoing 
discussion by logging onto opers.org/retirees/cola.shtml. Of particular interest is 
a section which answers many of the common questions asked by retirees.  
 

Fifty years ago this month, Youngstown University joined the State of Ohio 
system of higher education thus becoming Youngstown State University. As a 
student during that time, I was not impressed with the change as semester hours 
were converted to quarter hours, classes were re-evaluated, pre-requisites were 
altered, and what started as a four-year program morphed into a five-year stint. 
Fifty years later, Youngstown University (known at the time as UCLA—the 
University at the Corner of Lincoln Avenue) has developed into a first-class 
educational institution. Congratulations to all who helped to make this happen. 
 

Welcome to Marianne Anderson who joins the YSURA Board as an ex-officio 
member. Marianne joins George Beelen in representing YSURA in the Ohio 
Council of Higher Education Retirees.  
 

Two events remain on the 2017 calendar—the annual fall luncheon on October 
5 and the YSU Holiday Breakfast on December 15. We are currently working 
on an event schedule for 2018 but do have a date for our annual spring luncheon 
which will be May 22, 2018. 
 

Reminders: (1) If you haven’t renewed your YSURA membership for the 2017-
18 year, please do so as soon as possible to avoid missing any event notices and 
other communications. (2) Fall is also time to review your health care insurance 
coverage options for 2018 and make any changes. 
 

 

Ed James, YSURA President  

 

From Your President ... 

 

   Fall 2017 
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Past Events 

Bus Trip to Something Rotten 

On April 25, 2017, 56 people traveled to Cleveland to see the Broadway comedy, Something Rotten, at the 
Palace Theater. Set in 1595, the story follows two brothers who struggle to find success in the theatrical 
world as they compete with the wild popularity of their contemporary, William Shakespeare. The result was 
a show loaded with lots of humor and wit, great songs, top-notch singing and dancing, beautiful costumes 
and creative set design.  

Prior to the show, a stopover was made at Eton Chagrin Boulevard for a bite to eat and a chance to browse its 
stores. Based on the large number of shopping bags brought back to the bus, Trader Joe’s was the most popu-
lar spot of the day! 

Spring Luncheon 

Fifty-two members and guests gathered at the St. George Croation Center on May 23, 2017 for our annual 
spring luncheon. Following a delicious buffet, the 2017 YSU Retirees Scholarship winners were introduced, 
each extending their thanks for being selected. Barbara Krauss was the guest speaker, providing an overview 
of how she became involved with planning the annual WYSU group tours to many exciting and exotic loca-
tions around the world. The next trip (Costa Rica) is scheduled for September 2018. 
 
This was the first time we held a luncheon at the Croation Center, and the feedback couldn’t have been more 
positive. As a result, we’ll be using the Croation Center for our next spring luncheon. 

Karen & Dick Mitchell Scholarship Recipients Kaitlyn Leonelli & 

Diana Deehr 

Kay Pizzulo & Tina Weintz 

Herve Corbe & Ron Gould Rick Shale & Gordy Longmuir  Mary & Tom Bodnovich 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
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Bus Trip to Detroit 

Forty members and guests traveled by motor coach to Detroit, Michigan on June 13-14, 2017. While en route, 
a stop was made at the infamous Tony Packo’s in Toledo (of MASH fame) for lunch. Upon arriving at the 
Greektown Hotel & Casino in Detroit, gambling and sightseeing were in order. The majority chose to gamble 
the first day while others ventured out for a Tigers baseball game, trip to the Motown Museum, or to ride the 
People Mover throughout downtown Detroit.  
 

The second day took us to the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation which truly had to be seen to be 
appreciated. The building is 380,000 square feet in size and contains a diverse collection of American history 
including antique cars, the presidential limousine of John F. Kennedy, Abraham Lincoln's chair from Ford's 
Theatre, the Rosa Parks bus, locomotives, airplanes, and many more historical exhibits. The group was very 
impressed with the museum, and we’ve had many requests for a return trip to take in more of the Henry Ford 
complex. 

Bus Trip to The Book of Mormon 

On September 17, 2017, 50 people headed to Cleveland to see the Broadway show, The Book of Mormon. 
The weather couldn’t have been more perfect! Our first stop was Legacy Village to have dinner at a choice of 
restaurants, stroll the beautiful grounds and/or do a little shopping. Afterwards, we headed to the historic 
State Theater in downtown Cleveland for the show. The theater was filled with great acting, music, dancing 
and lots of laughter as two young missionaries traveled to Uganda to recruit new members to the Mormon re-
ligion. Friendship, diversity, sexuality, faith and culture were all explored in a manner that was funny, 

thought provoking, educational, controversial and shocking! 

YSU-ILR Lecture Series 

Below is the 2017-18 schedule for the YSU Institute for Learning in Retirement (YSU-ILR). The lecture se-
ries takes place on Friday mornings in the Tod Hall Board of Trustees Room from 10:00 to 11:45 a.m. The 
annual cost for participation is $102 for a single and $161 for a couple which includes the lectures, refresh-
ments and parking. A membership form is available at ysuretirees.org/news. If you’d like to experience a 
YSU-ILR lecture before becoming a member, contact Michael Glonek at 330-941-2467 or email him at 
mjglonek@ysu.edu at least one week prior to the lecture so he can make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Date  Presenter Topic 
 
September 29, 2017 Ray Beiersdorfer Summer Trip to Tibet 
October 6, 2017 Amy Raabe Nutrition 
October 13, 2017 Sean Posey Historic Theaters of Youngstown and Mahoning Valley 
October 20, 2017 Bill Whitehouse Historic Overview of Mill Creek Park, 1890 - Today 
October 27, 2017 Richard Scarsella Idora Park  
November 3, 2017 Bridget Lackey Health at Home 
November 17, 2017 Curt Spivey Planetarium: Moons - World of Mystery 
February 2, 2018 Glen Schaft Music Presentation - Bliss Hall 
February 9, 2018 Todd Franko TBD 
February 16, 2018 Fred Viehe New York Mafia 
February 23, 2018 Armanda Robe TBD     
March 2, 2018 David Simonelli Rise of Al-Qaeda/ISIS and Muslim Radicalism 
March 9, 2018 Jessie McClain Roles Played in the Holocaust 
March 16, 2018 Martin Abraham YSU Provost   
March 23, 2018 Eric MacDonald International Authority on Advanced Manufacturing and
       3D Printing Technology 
 
     

Past Events (cont’d) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS-100-X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford%27s_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford%27s_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosa_Parks
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In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues 

Eugene “Duke” Barret 
10/11/1927 - 2/4/2017 
Retired 1992, Health & Physical Education 
 

Marion Beam 
7/8/1931 - 7/18/2017 
Retired 1996, Geology 
 

Robert Beebe 
1/16/1944 - 4/5/2017 
Retired 2015, Educational Administration, Research   
   & Technology 
 

Mary Belloto 
10/18/1931 - 6/22/2017 
Retired 1996, History 
 

Robert Cooke 
6/13/1948 - 6/25/2017 
Retired 1996, YSU Police  
 

Joanne Gallagher 
1/26/1950 - 9/7/2017 
Retired 2011, Career Services 
 

David Genaway 
5/29/1937 - 8/28/2017 
Retired 1996,  Library 
 

Carolyn Martindale 
12/21/1938 - 6/10/2017 
Retired 1996, English 
 

George McCloud 
3/1/1945 - 8/16/2017 
Retired 2016, Communications 
 

Rocco Moderalli, Jr. 
3/14/1924 - 4/19/2017 
Retired 1988, Parking Services 

Therese Novak 
10/8/1950 - 6/5/2015 
Retired 2011, Library 
 

Ann Sanders 
3/2/1930 - 6/12/2017 
Retired 1992, Purchasing 
 

James Scriven 
1/10/1927 - 9/13/2017 
Retired 1998, Office of the Provost 
 

Jeffrey Showman 
5/23/1951 - 5/1/2017 
Retired 2005, Facilities Maintenance 
 

Matthew Siman 
4/11/1926 - 5/27/2017 
Retired 1992, Electrical Engineering 
 

Robert Sorokach 
5/10/1930 - 6/9/2017 
Retired 1996, Industrial Engineering  
 

Leonard Spiegel 
5/26/1929 - 4/17/2017 
Retired 1996, Chemistry 
 

Edward Strauss 
11/3/1927 - 4/19/2017 
Retired 2005, Athletics/Football 
 

Michael Theall 
2/16/1942 - 7/26/2017 
Retired 2012, Educational Administration, Research  
   & Technology 

 

Going Paperless 

Our recent membership renewal form offered YSURA members the option of going paperless. Effective January 1, 
2018, those who chose to go this route will receive all YSURA communications—letters, event flyers and newslet-
ters—via email. The YSURA email address is ysuretirees@gmail.com, with the display name of “YSU Retirees” 
appearing in your inbox. Please add this email address to your list of contacts so our communications don’t end up 
in a junk folder. Those who opted not to go paperless will continue to receive all information via regular mail. 
  
Sending communications electronically will not only save the organization money on postage and printing but also 
provide a means to get important information to our members in a timely manner. In addition, we’ll also send elec-
tronic reminders for event sign-ups and other pertinent information. 
  
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to send them to ysuretirees@gmail.com or speak to one 
of our board members. 
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September 11, 2017 
 
 
Karen Carraher 
Executive Director 
Ohio Public Employees Retirement System 
277 East Town Street  
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Dear Ms. Carraher:  
 
On behalf of the members of the Youngstown State University Retirees Association (YSURA), thank you for the 
opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the COLA portion of the OPERS retirement system.  
 
There are two items that we feel the OPERS Board should take into consideration when reviewing possible options. 
First, while the COLA has exceeded the U.S. Consumer Price Index (CPI) 60% of the time over the last 30 years, 
basing the COLA on the consumer price index is highly misleading, since retirees expenses normally differ from 
the standard components of the CPI. For example, major purchases, such as new housing and transportation, make 
up less of a retiree’s expenses than the average consumer’s, while medical expenses make up a considerably larger 
portion. As they have in the past, medical costs continue to rise. Coupled with the changes to health care instituted 
by OPERS over the last couple of years, medical expenses continue to make up a large portion of “retirees CPI”.  
 
The second item the board should consider is the way the COLA is computed. Since the 3% COLA is computed on 
an individual’s base pension, the notion of a 3% COLA is only valid for one year after retirement, while the CPI is 
based on a moving average cost of select items for a broad group of individuals. Anyone not familiar with the way 
the COLA is computed might look at the 3% as being extravagant when in fact the actual percentage increase de-
creases during each year of retirement. When the COLA is discussed with the public and the media, the calculation 
of the COLA should be thoroughly explained to limit the negative impact on public employees. 
 

For most retirees, economic stability is their foremost concern. While viability of the system is the ultimate goal, 
lessening the economic impact on retirees, particularly those with lower pensions, should follow a close second.  
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 

Edward A. James 
YSURA President 

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees 

 
Lenora Greene - English Language Institute  

Daryl Gross - School of Technology  
Cathy Mumaw - The Rich Center for Autism  

Philip Munro - Electrical & Computer Engineering  
Gang Peng - Management  

David Porter - Politics & International Relations  
Maureen Reardon - Social Work  

Maureen Wilson - Marketing & Communication  

Letter to OPERS Regarding Elimination of COLA 
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2017 Heritage Award Recipients 

JOSEPH EDWARDS, born and raised on the north side of Youngstown, was a 
1960 graduate of Ursuline High School, where he was later inducted into their 
Arts Hall of Fame. He continued his education at YSU and received a master of 
Music Performance as a woodwind specialist at Michigan State University. He 
also studied at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music in the Doctor of Musical 
Arts program.  
 
While he began his teaching career at Morningside College in Sioux City, Iowa, 
Edwards joined the faculty of the YSU Dana School of Music in 1969. He was 
responsible for creating a saxophone degree program; teaching clarinet; conduct-
ing the concert, symphonic and marching bands; along with serving as the direc-
tor of the Dana School of Music. He later served as interim dean of the Beeghly 
College of Education; acting chair of the Department of Education, Foundations, 
Research, Technology and Leadership; and dean of the College of Fine and Per-
forming Arts. 

Dedication of YSU Foundation Heritage Park 

YSU President Jim Tressel’s idea to bring more visible recognition to those who’ve received the University’s 
most prestigious award came to fruition on May 10, 2017. The dedication of the YSU Foundation Heritage 
Park, located on the corner of Elm Street and what was formerly Spring Street, was attended by dozens of 
current and former employees, including many Heritage Award recipients (pictured above). The park contains 
basketball and volleyball courts and features a ten-foot stacked stone wall engraved with the names of all 
Heritage Award recipients to date. The dedication also celebrated the 50th anniversary of the YSU Foundation 
whose generous $100,000 donation funded the project. 
 
Back Row, Left to Right: Steve Hanzely, Hugh Earnhart, George Beelen, Tom Kane, Tom Shipka, Phil 

Hirsch, Charlie McBriarty. Front Row, Left to Right: Lou Zona, Barbara Brothers, Janet del Bene, KJ      

Satrum, Frank Tarantine, Jim Tressel 
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KJ (KAROL JAN) SATRUM began her 33-year career at YSU in 1973, first 
as assistant director of Operations for Kilcawley Center before becoming asso-
ciate director of Student Activities and Auxiliary Services. She was ultimately 
promoted to executive director of Student Services and Ombudsperson.   
 
Satrum earned a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Sociology from the Pa-
cific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Wash., in 1971 and master’s degree in 
Educational Administration from New York University in 1973.  
 
During her time at YSU, Satrum was a champion for students. She instituted 
the original Arby’s Leadership Scholarship in partnership with the longtime 
campus food service vendor. The scholarship is now called the Hirsch-Satrum 
Leadership Scholarship, named after Satrum and fellow Heritage Award recip-
ient, Philip Hirsch, for their involvement in founding Kilcawley Center and 
expanding student services and activities. 
 

Satrum channeled much of her energy into growing Kilcawley Center, the Andrews Student Recreation and 
Wellness Center, University Housing and the University Bookstore into functional, enhanced spaces, leaving 
a positive impression on students, parents, visitors and friends. In the early 1980s, she oversaw the expansion 
of Kilcawley Center, coordinating building contractors and Kilcawley staff to maintain student services dur-
ing construction.  
 
Satrum also worked to expand the way technology is used on campus through her role on the YES Advisory 
Committee (Banner implementation), Website Advisory Committee and Master Technology Planning Advi-
sory Committee. She also worked with computer center staff to design a computerized events scheduling sys-
tem for Kilcawley Center. 
 
She served on a number of university committees and advised several student organizations, including the 
YSU Penguin Ski Club, Panhellenic Council, SURFS UP, and the Neon. She received the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award in 1989, 1991 and 1997. She also received the Gillespie-Painter Award for outstanding service to 
students in 1989. Upon retirement in 2006, she was conferred the title Administrator Emeritus. 
 
 

Note: Heritage Award recipient information reprinted from the 2017 Faculty and Staff Recognition Awards Dinner 
Programs. 
 
 
 

2017 Heritage Award Recipients (cont’d) 

Edwards appeared as a guest soloist and clinician with high school and college ensembles at state and national 
music conferences. He also performed with the American Wind Symphony, Sioux City Symphony, Youngs-
town Symphony Orchestra, Warren Chamber Orchestra, Detroit Concert Band, Blossom Festival Band, 
Cleveland Symphonic Winds, the Dana Faculty Wind Quintet and the Temptations. He recorded with numer-
ous groups from Ohio, Michigan and Iowa.  
 
Edwards was a member of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi and the National Leadership Honor Society of 
Omicron Delta Kappa. He received several awards at YSU, including the Distinguished Professor of Music 
Award and the Watson Award. In 2000, Edwards was honored with a Chairperson's Leadership Award and 
was the first recipient of the College of Fine and Performing Arts Alumni Award. Most recently in 2012, he 
received the Beeghly College of Education's Dean's Appreciation Award.  
 
He was a member and president of council at St. John Lutheran Church in Youngstown, served as president of 
the Struthers Board of Education and represented YSU on Opera Western Reserve's Board for more than a 
decade. He passed away in April 2016 at the age of 73. 
 



 

 

 

 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheons (2017-18) 
 

Dates: October 12, November 9, December 7, March 8,  
 April 12, May 10 & June 14 (2nd Thursday of the 

month except January, February, July & August) 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification 
Dues:  $10.00 (helps support scholarship program) 
 

If you’d like to join the group or need a luncheon notification, 
please call Lois Romito (330-547-7317) or Patty Seachman 
(330-482-9639). Membership and luncheon reservation forms 
are also available at www.ysuretirees.org under “Events.”  

 Upcoming Events 

 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:    First Tuesday of every month 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Place:   Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg 
 (except April, July & October which are at 

Dutch Haus in Columbiana) 
Cost:    Whatever you spend for breakfast 
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YSU Holiday Breakfast 
 

Date: Friday, December 15, 2017  
Time: 8:15 a.m. 
Place: Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center 
Cost: $10.00 
Note: Space is limited; reservations will be on a first-come, 

first-served basis  

 

YSURA Fall Luncheon 
 

Date: Thursday, October 5, 2017 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place: A La Carte, Canfield, Ohio 
Cost: $19.00 
Speaker:  YSU President Jim Tressel 

 

YSURA Spring Luncheon 
 

Date: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place: St. George Croation Center, Youngstown 
Cost: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 
 




