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For those of you, like me, who are tired of winter and
snow, spring really is coming. Let me start by thanking
Gordon Longmuir for his dedicated leadership of the group
in 2009. The YSURA Board of Directors has been active,
planning several trips and meetings. If you have ideas for
trips or activities that you would like the Board to consider,
please speak to any of the Board members.
I want to congratulate Cyndy Anderson on her appointment
as President-designate of YSU. I worked for a number of
years with Cyndy as a fellow vice president. I can say
from first-hand knowledge that no one is more interested
in the students and overall success of the University than
Cyndy. We wish her the best in her new role and offer the help of YSURA in any way
that will benefit the University.
The YSURA Board of Directors welcomes George Beelen and Phil Hirsch this year.
George Beelen served the University for many years as Professor of History and Department Chairperson. Phil Hirsch retired from the YSU as Executive Director of Administrative Services but is better known to most people as the long-time Director of
Kilcawley Center. We look forward to their service on the Board.
Many of you read The Vindicator articles that were very critical of the public employee
retirement systems, especially the STRS and OPERS systems. As you noticed, the articles presented incomplete and biased information. The YSURA Board of Directors
responded to these attacks with a letter to the directors of all the public employee retirement systems, calling on them to be proactive in defense of the retirement benefits of
all retirees. In response, we received letters and phone calls from several of the system
directors assuring us that they were working to protect the systems.
Several of you have asked what Virginia and I are doing in retirement. Frankly, we have
been so busy that it doesn’t seem like retirement. In addition to the YSURA, I am also
serving the Greenford Ruritan Club as President and the Youngstown/Mahoning Valley
United Way as Treasurer. We also built a house after retirement and moved out to the
country in Green Township where we garden and enjoy the peace and quiet. But best of
all, our daughter and son-in-law made us grandparents for the first time. Like all grandchildren, Carson is the smartest, best-looking kid ever. We look forward to making sure
he is also the best-loved and spoiled kid ever.
G. L. Mears
President, YSURA

Past Events
Goodtime III Outing
On August 18, 2009, the YSURA sponsored a boat cruise aboard the tour boat, Goodtime III, in Cleveland harbor.
Thirty-nine members, relatives, and friends enjoyed a hot buffet luncheon followed by a two-hour narrated cruise of the
Cuyahoga River and Cleveland’s Lake Erie shoreline. The group got a face-to-face view of a couple of working Great
Lakes freighters as well as excellent views of Cleveland’s revitalized North Coast Harbor area including the Rockn-Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland Browns Stadium, Great Lakes Science Center, and Burke Lakefront Airport. Perfect
weather added to a great day on the water.
2009 Fall Luncheon
The YSURA Fall Luncheon took place on October 22, 2009, at the Links at Firestone Banquet Center in Columbiana.
Sixty-five members and guests attended and listened to Dr. Rick Shale’s talk entitled “Idora Park and Cultural Change.”
As you might imagine, Rick captivated the audience and caused them to rekindle many fond memories of fun times
at Idora Park over the years. Rick’s preparation, expertise and relaxed demeanor made for a delightful presentation.
Thank you, Rick, for your time, effort and consideration. We appreciate all you do for the University and community.
It was announced at the luncheon that Kay Pizzulo and Tom Kane’s terms on the YSURA Board had expired and
replacing them for a four-year term would be George Beelen and Phil Hirsch. Thank you to Kay and Tom for your
many years of service to the Board and YSURA Organization. The incoming president (effective November 2009) will
be G.L. Mears and vice president will be Ed James.
Luncheon attendees were once again generous in their support of the V.A. food drive. There continues to be a tremendous
need for food and gift card donations throughout the year. We will continue to collect these items at each of the fall and
spring luncheons and summer picnic. Thank you all for being so thoughtful and generous to those in need.
In all, the luncheon was highly successful, featuring good food, fellowship and an informative and entertaining
presentation. Thanks to Pam Palumbo for all the arrangements.
Casino Bus Trip
On October 5, 2009, the YSURA Board sponsored a bus trip to the new Rivers
Casino in Pittsburgh, Pa. Many had not been there before and thought it was like
a Las Vegas casino. There were 54 members and friends. We had some winners,
and even if they didn’t win all said they had a good time.
Hockey Outing
The YSURA sponsored a hockey outing at the Covelli Centre in Youngstown on March 12, 2010. The game was
between the Sioux City Musketeers and the Youngstown Phantoms. A small but vocal and enthusiastic group of 14
cheered the Phantoms on to an overtime-shootout 4 to 3 victory. The game was highly competitive, exciting, and fun
for all to see.
The evening was concluded with a short trip to the MVR Restaurant for food, beverages, and socialization. A great time
was had by all and we hope to do it again next year. Please think about joining us in the future.

Retirement System News Update
The following letter was sent to all five retirement systems on January 20, 2010:
Dear Sir:
The Youngstown State University Retirees Association Executive Board is writing to you because of articles
that appeared in our local paper, The Vindicator, and other state newspapers about our retirement systems. We
do not feel these were complete, accurate or fair.
We believe there is an urgent need to educate the general public about our retirement systems. We are suggesting,
because you have the expertise and the resources, that you develop a series of easily understood talking points
that can be used to disseminate information to the public and legislature through newspapers, the internet,
newsletters, your web site, speakers, etc. We also urge you to continue to respond directly to any attacks that
are made to the public retirement systems.
Our Board has discussed a number of talking points, which we would be happy to share if contacted by you.
Sincerely,
G. L. Mears, President, YSURA (OPERS)
Loretta Liptak, Ph.D. (STRS)				
Hugh Earnhart, Ph.D. (STRS)			
George Beelen, Ph.D. (STRS)			
Gordon Longmuir, Ph.D. (STRS)			
Tom Shipka, Ph.D. (STRS)				
Jeanne Tydings (OPERS)				
Tom Kane (OPERS)
Beckey Gibson (OPERS)
Phil Hirsch (OPERS)
Ed James (OPERS)
Pam Palumbo (OPERS)
Harry Dampf (OPERS)
Talking points developed by the YSURA Board:
• Public sector employees contribute more into their retirement than those contributing to social security
• Public sector employers contribute more to their retirement system
• Private industry employers offer perks to their employees that are not available to us
• What is the amount of taxes our people pay to Ohio and the federal government? What would happen to the
State of Ohio and the federal government if we were forced to belong to social security?
• What is the amount invested by our retirement systems in Ohio?
• Historically, we were not allowed to join social security because our salaries were so low. Because of this,
public systems were developed that are proven to be successful.

YSU Picks New President
	
  

Cynthia Anderson, Vice President for Student Affairs at Youngstown State
University for the past 15 years, has been named the seventh president
of the University.
A graduate of YSU who has served in a succession of faculty and
administrative positions at the University for 31 years, Anderson will
take office July 1. She will replace David C. Sweet, who retires after 10
years at the University’s helm.
Anderson will be the first woman, the first Youngstown native, and the
first YSU graduate to serve as president in YSU’s 102-year history.
For the complete story, visit the YSU website at:
http://cfweb.cc.ysu.edu/marketcomm/view.cfm?articleID=2259

Introducing A New Board Member
	
  

Phil Hirsch retired in 2003 after 30 years 	
  
at YSU. He received a set of golf clubs as a
retirement gift. He took up the game and is
now an enthusiastic and frustrated golfer.
Since his retirement, Phil has maintained his ties
to the University. He has chaired eight search
committees at YSU and also served as a member
on two other search committees, including the
search for a successor to President Sweet.
He stays physically active by working out at a
local gym four times a week in order to be in
good shape when the Yankees call.
Phil appreciates the time that retirement allows to travel to his home state of New York to visit old friends
and family. He also enjoys reading mystery novels and is somewhat of a news hound, keeping abreast of
local and national politics and issues.

What Do We Do Now That We Are Retired?
Here is the latest on your YSU friends:
JAMES AMRICH - work part time
MARIANNE ANDERSON - working part time to
help Dr. Earnhart pay for his YSURA dues (ha ha),
going to retiree luncheons, reading and traveling
BERNADETTE ANGLE - traveling back and forth
to Orlando, Florida to visit my adorable nine-monthold grandson. Traveling to Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
RICHARD BARNES - golf
MARY BELLOTO - caring for spouse, active in
YSU Women Retirees’ Group
EDWIN BISHOP - ETS, teach part time at YSU,
long delayed house repairs, managing 98-year-old
mother’s affairs
PATRICIA BLEIDT - the past year and a half have
been spent replacing both hips as well as cataract
surgeries in both eyes. Prior time was spent tutoring
reading at Harding Elementary. I hope to return to
tutoring in the fall at Williamson Elementary.
JANET BOEHM - working in HM Sleep Lab and
on the faculty at Columbus State University and
Kettering Review Seminars
NORMA BROOKE - some traveling and visiting
grandchildren
BARBARA BROTHERS - League of Women
Voters, Voter Education Board, Voter Guide Editor,
AAUW local chapter officer, UN-USA, gardening,
grandparenting, traveling to all seven continents and
reading
ALICE BUDGE - volunteering in Georgia library,
food bank and Columbus State University
DONALD BYO - teaching and performing
JOHN CAMPBELL - recovering from pacemaker
surgery on 8/11/09
LOUIS CASSIMATIS - odds and ends, traveling
LOIS CATHELINE - gardening, enjoying
grandchildren, casino gambling
DENNIS CLOUSE - living half time in North
Carolina, tennis, golf, traveling (Vancouver, BC;
Portland, Oregon; Houston; all over Florida; Las
Vegas; Israel and Jordan)
LES COCHRAN - travel
JANET COLUCCI - teaching motorcycle safety
courses for the state and Harley Davidson, ballroom
dancing, riding my Harley

GEORGE CONNER - active in Association of
Residents at Copeland Oaks
JAMES CONSER - ETS and community service,
work around the house
CAROL COOK - traveling with family and
friends, spending some winter months in Florida,
volunteering, attending club and organization
activities and enjoying it all
TED CUBBISON - traveling and gardening
MARLENE DAILEY - anything I want to do!
Connecting with YSU friends and high school
friends (recently attended 45th reunion). In July
2009, visited former Provost Jim Scanlon and
Charlie McBriarty, former Special Asst. to President
and VP of Student Services. They both reside in
Pine Knoll Shores, NC. Jim (and Lauren) retired in
June 2008 from Missouri Western State University
(former MWS College) in St. Joseph, Missouri.
HARRY DAMPF - working without pay
CHARLES DARLING - received the Paxton Award
from the International Torch Club for the best
paper of 2008-09 entitled “The Origin of American
Invention in Vietnam” which will be published in
the fall in Torch magazine.
ANNA DEAN - just enjoying each day
RICH DELISIO - working again; director at Kent
Regional Business Alliance, Procurement Technical
Assistance Center
THOMAS DOBBELSTEIN - travel, construction,
auto restoration
THOMAS DOCTOR - teaching math at YSU
HUGH EARNHART - trying to make enough
money to pay this membership fee!!
JOE EDWARDS - extended teaching/music
MARY ANNA EVANS - enjoying retirement
SHARYN FEES - lots of volunteer work for St.
James Episcopal Church, enjoying the company of
my fellow YSU retirees!
SUZANNE FLEMING - community volunteer
work, spending time with grandchildren
ELMER FOLDVARY - traveling abroad (10 times),
very active in the Masonic Lodge, exercising (e.g.,
walking), visiting grandchildren, yard work, reading
JERRY FULLUM - fishing, boating, traveling,
teaching part time at MCCTC and active in church
men’s group

TERRY FULLUM - boating, traveling and active
volunteer at church
RALPH GOLDICH - trying to enjoy retirement to its
fullest!
RONALD GOULD - councilor for education, The
American Guild of Organists, New York, NY (20022008); now retired and enrolled in Dr. Francisco’s
class
CHARLOTTE GRANT - enjoying myself with church
activities, book club, and public service organization
activities
JAMES GRAY - enjoying it
LAWRENCE HAIMS - traveling extensively to the
world’s continents, attending concerts, museums,
reading, bicycling, grandparenting, etc.
BRIGITTA HANZELY - babysitting for grandkids,
painting (watercolors), traveling, walking in Poland
Woods, gardening, reading, and last but not least,
house work
STEPHEN HANZELY - volunteering for Habitat for
Humanity, traveling, playing tennis and Ping-Pong,
and enjoying retirement
LOUIS HARRIS - teaching ETS, golf, golf, golf, lots
of family stuff, gardening, and other hobbies
JEAN HASSELL - traveling, volunteering
INEZ HEAL - volunteering and traveling
RAYMOND HESS - relaxing, gardening, walking,
babysitting two grandkids
LOIS HOPKINS - writing, travel, family, practicing
piano
MARGARET HORVATH - busy with grandchildren,
church and Cancer Society where I teach nutrition
MARY MARGARET HOVANES - home projects
PEI HUANG - reading and doing a little research
EDWARD JAMES - YSURA, Habitat for Humanity,
golf, boating, and travel
LINDA JOHNSON - continued to serve in the US Air
Force reserve until my retirement March 11, 2009
TOM KANE - golf, travel, too much yard work
JAMES KARAS - some house repair and I have
severe sciatica which limits my physical activity.
DOROTHY KENNEDY - church work, looking after
family members
IKRAM KHAWAJA - back at YSU
NORMA JEAN KLEIN - taking it easy
JO ANN KNAPIC - volunteering at Butler,
babysitting for new baby in Texas (grandson)
CAROL KORDUPEL - golfing, traveling, spending
time with friends and family

STACY KOUTSOUNARIS - have been caring for
grandchildren and taken several trips overseas, etc.
MARY ELLA KRONSTAD - keeping busy for sure
OLGA KRUPA - volunteering and traveling any
chance I get
GEORGE KULCHUTSKY - reading, writing and
babysitting
LOUISE LEONE – traveling and gambling. I had
open-heart surgery last April and feel fine now.
NICK LEONELLI - not much--playing in the damned
garden trying to get the green tomatoes to ripen. I
think they will get red by Thanksgiving.
LORETTA LIPTAK – YSURA exec board; YSU
Women Retirees’ Group; VP Friends of Boardman
Library, and co-chair of Ways & Means Committee
YIH-WU LIU - reading, traveling, and teaching (short
term) overseas
GORDON LONGMUIR - travel, golf, visit children,
and YSURA Board
MARVIN LUKIN - reading and mathematics
PEGGY LYON - pet sitter (8 years), taking care of
people’s pets and homes while they are away
PEG MAGMORE - relaxed and having fun with my
great-grandchildren! I enjoy the casino trips!!
GERTRUDE MARINELLI - church work, house
work, and keeping busy
TOM MARTINDALE - enjoying Arizona and the hot
weather
GUS MAVRIGIAN - domestic chores and relaxing
ELLEN McQUADE - nothing in particular--just
having fun
ROCCO MEDIATE - enjoying retirement
HELEN MINES - spend six months in Florida and six
in Ohio
JAN MITCHELL - enjoying life
PATRICIA MORELL - volunteering and having fun
playing cards, golfing, gambling, and traveling
JACK NEVILLE - teaching a little, learning how
to live a healthy life, cleaning, reading, gardening,
seeking a plan and a play group
ARLENE PAVLECHKO - enjoying myself!
LEONARD PERRY - traveling and teaching
PEGGY POTTS - traveling, golfing, volunteering, and
gardening
ETHEL POWIS - trying to stay alive and it’s not easy
ANN RAUB - traveling
NORMA REMIAS - grandparenting!
RITA ROBERTS - renewing old friendships, attending
Broadway shows and enjoying family and life in
general

JEAN ROMEO - working part time at National
College
LOIS ROMITO - golfing, weaving, spinning,
gardening, working one day a week as church
secretary, in training to become a professional napper
ROXANN SABELLI - taking care of my mother
through her surgeries. I had major back surgery in
February 2009.
LOWELL SATRE - traveling
K. J. SATRUM - a little travel and lots of fun!
JAIN SAVAGE - working on my home, gardening,
reading, taking care of my four dogs (two are
ill), babysitting grandkids, going to my oldest
granddaughter’s softball, basketball, soccer and
football games. She will be in the 7th grade in Poland
and she is playing football for the Poland Little
Bulldogs!
MARLENE SCHIFFER - celebrated our 50th
wedding anniversary on June 20 with family at Wild
Dunes on Isle of Palms, SC
JAN SCHNALL - working part time at National
Business College as a librarian. Also working two
days a week at YSU.
JOE SCOTT - watching our grandchildren and
volunteer work
CHARLES SINGLER - two years ETS and now
interim Associate Provost
MICHAEL SKURICH - visiting family, home and
yard maintenance, assisting two sons and daughter
with everything, and caring for grandson and two new
puppies
JUNE SNIPES - relaxing and enjoying my free time,
and volunteer work
DOLORES SNYDER - stayed at YSU for ten years
part time after I retired, taught classes and supervised
student teachers for a total of 25 years of YSU limited
service, church-visit shut-ins, sing in choir, lector,
and whatever else they need. Currently President of
Boardman Friends at the library. Have been busy
getting things in order at home now that I’m alone.
LEONARD SPIEGEL - some traveling, volunteer
work, and exercising
GEORGE SUTTON - mostly staying away from YSU
SARA SVAGERKO - working part time at my church
FRANK TARANTINE - golfing, yard and house
maintenance, and consulting
MARY PLACE THOMAS - having fun and volunteer
activities
NANCY TIEDEMAN - relaxing

WESLEY TRAYLOR - enjoying life with peace of
mind
PAUL VINKLER - traveling
DAN WATHEN - travel
MAUREEN YAMBAR - home projects, landscaping,
(family) eldercare, and having fun!
RALPH YINGST - enjoy living
WARREN YOUNG - teaching on ETS and traveling
EVELYN YOURSTOWSKY - volunteer from
September to June 5 making pyrohy at church twice a
week
BERNARD YOZWIAK - involvement in YSURA for
several years

Above: Larry Haims and Jim Scanlon
Below: Marlene Dailey with Charlie &
Eileen McBriarty

	
  

	
  

	
  

YSURA Upcoming Events
Spring Meeting of YSURA
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, April 20, 2010
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Alberini’s Restaurant, 1201 Youngstown Road
(Rt. 422), Niles, Ohio
Cost:
$14 per person
Speaker: Ikram Khawaja, YSU Provost and VP for
Academic Affairs

Retirees’ Breakfast
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

First Tuesday of every month
9:00 a.m.
Denny’s on 224 in Boardman except April and
October which are at Dutch Haus in Columbiana
Whatever you spend for breakfast

Casino
Bus Trip

Dates:
Time:
Place:
Dues:

YSU Women Retirees’ Group

April 8, May 13, June 10, September 9, October 14,
November 11, and December 9 (2nd Thursday of the
month except January, February, July, and August)
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Blue Wolf Banquet Center
$10 (helps supports scholarship program)

We look forward to seeing you at our next luncheon. If you need a
notice of luncheon menu sent to you or want further information about
joining the group, please call Jeanne Tydings (330-542-2415) or Mary
Belloto (330-549-0592).

Tour of Butler Institute of American Art
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

Wednesday, May 12, 2010
10:30 a.m.
Butler Institute of American Art, followed by lunch in the
Melnick Medical Museum, corner of Wick Avenue and
the East Bound Service Road
$13 per person

Date:
Monday, May 17, 2010
Place: Rivers Casino, Pittsburgh, Pa.
More information will be provided in the reservation form to be mailed the first week of April.

