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Greetings to all YSURA members! I want to wish you
a happy spring. Let’s hope it will be a real one even
though the winter was mild.
I hope those of you who are still in the area will take
advantage of the events we have planned. Luncheons
are scheduled for May and July, a gambling trip is
planned in April and a bus trip to see the popular
Broadway musical Jersey Boys is scheduled for
September. Look for our mailings, and plan to attend.
As a reminder, all YSURA events are listed on our
website at www.ysuretirees.org. Check back often as more will be added as
plans are finalized. Membership and event reservation forms are also available
for download at the site.
In the fall 2011 newsletter, it was reported that we are in the process of
establishing a YSURA Scholarship Endowment Fund. The Scholarship
Committee has been busy finalizing the details, and a solicitation letter and
pledge card will be mailed to all YSU retirees soon.
Last November a consolidated effort defeated SB5 which would have affected
collective bargaining and prevented future earnings to be placed in our pension
funds. The various unions in the State of Ohio are to be congratulated for their
efforts; however, we must remain vigilant.
As far as pension reform, STRS and OPERS have made recommendations to
insure our pensions remain solvent. Delays from the legislators to enact any of
those recommendations will jeopardize the future of our pensions, so it is
important that you write your state legislators. Correspondence to Senators
Capri Cafaro and Joe Schiavoni can be addressed to 1 Capitol Square,
Columbus, OH 43215. Representatives Ronald Gerberry, Robert Hagan and
Mark Okey (Mahoning County); Sean O’Brien, Tom Letson and Casey
Kozlowski (Trumbull County); and Craig Newbold (Columbiana County) can
be reached at 77 S. High Street, Columbus, OH 43215.
I hope wherever you are you are enjoying health and happiness. I think, however, if you have good health you are happy!
Loretta Liptak
President, YSURA

Past Events
YSURA Fall Luncheon
The YSURA fall luncheon was held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Banquet Hall on October 19, 2011. Forty-seven people
were in attendance. After a delicious family-style meal and dessert, Steve Hanzely provided valuable insight into SB5,
and George Beelen gave a report from the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees (OCHER).

George Beelen

Soon-to-be-devoured dessert!

Steve Hanzely

YSU Planetarium Show
On November 3, 2011, 21 members and guests gathered at the Ward Beecher Planetarium for an all-dome video production called “Black Holes.” During the production, the audience entered a black hole and saw how it was formed. The
term “black hole” was popularized by John Archibald Wheeler, a famous astronomer who attended Rayen High School.
Dr. Warren Young, retired YSU faculty member, also introduced the attendees to the night sky. Following the show, the
group met at the MVR for lunch.

Gordy Longmuir & Dan Wathen

JoAnn Knapic & Norma Brooke

YSU Musical Theater Show
Forty-one people attended “The 1940s Radio Hour” in YSU Bliss Hall’s Ford Theater on November 13, 2011. The show
was directed by Dr. Frank Castronova, professor and chair of the YSU Department of Theater. Full of 1940s big band
music, dancing and old-time sound effects, the play portrayed a behind-the-scenes look at a live broadcast of New York
radio station WOV’s “Mutual Manhattan Variety Cavalcade” from the Hotel Astor’s Algonquin Room on December 21,
1942.
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Past Events (cont’d)
YSURA Joins YSU Alumni for a Night of Phantoms Hockey
On January 27, 2012, over 40 YSURA members, family and friends joined several hundred alumni, students and
employees at the Covelli Center for a hockey game between the Youngstown Phantoms and the Dubuque, Iowa,
Fighting Saints. The event, sponsored by the YSU Office of Alumni and Events Management, provided attendees with a
hot dog, soft drink, popcorn, parking pass and reserved seat ticket for the low price of $10. YSU President Cynthia
Anderson dropped the ceremonial first puck under the watchful eye of a live penguin named Simon. The outstanding
YSU pep band provided entertainment before and during breaks in the game. Contests and giveaways kept the crowd
engaged throughout the night. To cap off the event, the Phantoms overcame an early deficit to defeat the Fighting Saints
by a score of 3-2.

Debbie Beronja, Tom Bodnovich, Terry Fullum & Jerry Fullum

President Anderson dropping the first puck

Introducing the Newest YSURA Board Members
KAY PIZULLO began her YSU career in 1975 as an intermittent cashier in the Bursar’s
Office. In 1980 she became a full-time Account Clerk III and was promoted to Account Clerk
Supervisor in 1992. She retired in 1995 after 20 years of service.
Since retirement Kay has been involved with YSURA as a board member, vice president and
president. She is also treasurer of the YSU Women Retirees group and does volunteer work at
St. Rose Church in Girard. She enjoys traveling and attends many sporting events and school
functions involving her grandchildren.
Kay has 5 children and 15 grandchildren, and she is anxiously awaiting the birth of her first
great-grandchild in August.

WARREN YOUNG grew up in Massillon, Ohio, and earned a Bachelor of Science in Physics
from Case Institute of Technology and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from The Ohio State University.
On February 20, 1962, he was interviewed for a faculty position at YSU by President Howard
Jones. That day John Glenn orbited the earth, so the interview was held in Dr. Jones’ home
where they could watch the launch of Glenn into orbit during the interview.
Warren retired in 2005 after 43 years of service—40 were as director of the Planetarium and 25
were as chair of the Department of Physics and Astronomy. Since retiring he has continued to
teach at YSU, first as ETS faculty and now as part-time faculty. He has also served on the
Joseph Badger Board of Education for 16 years.
Warren is married to Sandra, his high school sweetheart. They live on a small farm in northern
Trumbull County. Warren loves to ski, so he was one of the few locals who complained about the warm winter weather.
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In Memoriam
PETER ARLOW passed away on October 7, 2011, at the age of 72. He was a graduate of Campbell Memorial High School
where he served as captain of the football team and received a football scholarship to YSU. He earned his doctorate from the
University of Cincinnati, taught at Shippensburg State College in Pennsylvania and then joined the management faculty at
YSU in 1985, retiring in 2002.
ROXANNE ARMILE died on October 20, 2011 at the age of 83. A graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School, she
attended Youngstown College and later worked as a purchasing agent for YSU. She retired in 1996 after 19 years of service.
LOLA CABLE passed on February 17, 2012, at the age of 88. She graduated from South High School and worked as a
telephone operator for Ohio Bell. In 1960 she became YSU’s telephone operator and held the position for 24 years, retiring in
1984.
WILLIAM CONVERY passed away on November 4, 2011, at the age of 73. Originally from Lakehurst, New Jersey, he
attended Western New Mexico University where he received a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education in 1962 and a
Master of Arts in Counseling and Guidance in 1963. In 1969 he earned a Doctorate of Education in Counseling and Guidance
from the University of Wyoming and joined the staff of YSU’s Counseling Services. He retired in 1996.
JENNIE DLWGOSH died on October 24, 2011, at the age of 93. Originally from Enon Valley, Pennsylvania, she was a
1936 graduate of North High School. She worked at the Ravenna Arsenal during World War II and YSU’s Janitorial Services
for 20 years, retiring in 1984.
RALPH GOLDICH passed away on February 26, 2012, at the age of 86. A lifelong resident of Youngstown, he quit high
school at 17 to serve in the Navy during World War II. He worked at Republic Steel and then joined the Youngstown Police
Department where he worked for 25 years as a patrolman and detective. From 1980 to 1995, he was a lieutenant with the
YSU Police Department.
GLENDA KUNAR died on December 29, 2011, at the age of 72. She completed her undergraduate, master’s and doctorate
degrees at Kent State University and taught comprehensive business education courses at Ravenna High School from 1968 to
1981. She joined the YSU faculty in 1989 and worked in Business Education & Technology and Computer Science &
Information Systems. She retired in 1996.
TOM MARTINDALE passed on February 20, 2012, at the age of 73. A graduate of Boardman High School, he earned a
Bachelor’s in Business Administration from Youngstown College and served in the U.S. Army during Vietnam. After
returning from the war, he became YSU’s Bursar and retired in 1995 after 32 years of service.
ANTOINETTE TOMICH died on December 7, 2011, at the age of 81. She was a 1948 graduate of Farrell High School and
moved to Campbell in 1954. She worked at Westinghouse from 1948 to 1954 and YSU from 1969 to 1993, retiring as an
administrative assistant in the Department of Health and Physical Education.
ABRAHAM WALTERS passed away on March 18, 2012, at the age of 91. A World War II Army veteran, he was
employed at Republic Steel from 1948 to 1968. In 1968 he joined YSU’s General Accounting staff where he worked until he
retired in 1998.

31st Annual Faculty & Staff Awards Dinner
Youngstown State University invites you to attend the 31st Annual Faculty & Staff Awards Dinner. Please join fellow
retirees, employees and friends in honoring the Heritage Award recipients (Glorianne Leck and Charlie McBriarty) and
administrative/classified Distinguished Service Award recipients as well as faculty, administrative and classified staff
who are retiring or completing milestone years of service in 2011-2012.
The dinner will be held on Friday, May 4, 2012, in Kilcawley Center. The reception will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the Ohio
Room, and the buffet dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Chestnut Room.
Reservations are required and will be limited to the first 300 guests. The cost is $15 per person. The reservation deadline
is Friday, April 27. Invitations will not be sent by mail, so if you would like to make a reservation, please contact
Heather Belgin at 330-941-1591 or habelgin@ysu.edu to make your reservation.
S P RI N G 2 0 1 2 — P A GE 4

Retiree Spotlight
BERNIE HAMROCK has been intrigued with woodworking since she was a child, although
her path in life led her in a different direction. She worked in various departments at Youngstown
State University and retired from the Payroll Department in 2011. But, her love of woodworking
never waned.
Several years ago, Bernie found a local cabinet maker (Michael Walkowiec, owner of Michael’s
Cabinet Designs in Boardman) who was offering woodworking classes for GM employees. He
agreed to let her sign up for the beginner’s class. One class led to another, and she became a
regular in Michael’s classes, eventually branching out to tackle her own projects. One of her
favorite projects was a sewing machine cabinet that when closed resembled a shaker-style
cabinet and when opened formed an L-shaped sewing surface with plenty of storage space and a
pop-up sewing machine. That was just the beginning. Since then Bernie has started her own
custom-made wood furniture business, B-Rock Originals. She has made several items for the Mahoning Valley
Veterinary Center in Mineral Ridge as well as for friends and family.
While pursuing woodworking, Bernie stumbled onto a class in voiceovers offered by Voices for All through YSU’s
Continuing Education Department. This sparked yet another interest she found fascinating and enjoyable. She has since
taken several other courses from Voices for All and is in the process of setting up a recording studio in her home where
she plans to do book narrations as well as radio/TV spots for local and national companies. Her recording company is
known as B-Rock Recordings.
As if this is not enough to keep Bernie busy, she also knits, crochets, and designs and sews quilts and fleece blankets for
local charitable organizations in the Mahoning Valley. You may be familiar with several of her creations—a queen-sized
quilt made of various YSU sports jerseys that was auctioned off at the 2010 Penguin Jubilee (sponsored by YSU’s
Athletic Department) and two one-of-a-kind Pete the Penguin fleece blankets. One was auctioned off at the 2011
Penguin Jubilee and the other was raffled off by YSU-ACE with proceeds going to Second Harvest Food Bank.
If you are interested in having Bernie custom make a piece of furniture, do a voiceover for your business or a friend’s
business, or know of a charity that would like a custom-made blanket for raffling purposes, feel free to contact her at
brockoriginals@yahoo.com, brockrecordings@yahoo.com or 330-965-1735.

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees
Another 25 YSU staff members have joined the ranks of the retired since our last newsletter. Best wishes for a happy and
healthy retirement!
Evaline Abram-Diroll, Human Resources
Michael Ashby, Postal Services
Kathleen Bouquet, Human Resources
Ralph Carfora, Media Services
Carmen Cassese, Athletics
Marie Cullen, Office of the Provost
Susan Ferrier, Student Health Services
Dan Frati, Facilities Maintenance
Deborah Garchar, Records
John Gocala, University Police
Kris Gregory, Chemistry
Gregory Gulas, Campus Rec. & Student Programming
Cathlene Harvey, Educational Foundations, Research,
Technology & Leadership
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Mary Ann Haydu, Registration
Barbara Kenville, Telephone Services
Barbara Jones, Graduate Studies
Donna Madasci, Computer Services
Anthony Matisi, Facilities Maintenance
William Oliver, Small Business Development Center
James Ontko, Maag Library
JoAnn Sarich, Financial Aid & Scholarships
Edwin Taylor, Grounds
JoAnn Traylor, Procurement Services
Patricia Veisz, Small Business Development Center
Charlene Yusko, Housing & Residence Life

What Have YSURA Members Been Up To Lately?
JAMES AMRICH—Now fully retired.
MARIANNE ANDERSON—Reading, traveling and
motorcycling.
MARY BELLOTO—Still having a difficult time after
spouse’s death in October. I guess it will take more time.
PATRICIA BLEIDT—Beginning 11th year as a tutor for
first graders at Williamson Elementary in Youngstown.
TOM BODNOVICH—Golfing and spending time with
friends and family.
JANET BOEHM—Working at Kettering National
Seminars.
KATHY BOUQUET—Celebrating!
NORMA BROOKE—Traveling and helping friends.
MARILYNN BUTLER—Enjoying my freedom—yahoo!
DONALD BYO—Teaching part-time at YSU, Grove City
College and Westminster and making music.
LOUIS CASSIMATIS—Traveling.
LOIS CATHELINE—Volunteering with ACS,
babysitting grandchildren, cooking, card clubs and
gambling.
THEODORE CHROBAK—Teaching ETS at YSU and
working in yard.
DENNIS CLOUSE—Residing in North Carolina, golfing,
tennis, traveling and volunteering at 2nd Harvest.
LES COCHRAN—Travel/travel/travel and running for the
school board.
RAY CRUICKSHANK—Keeping busy with my threeyear-old grandson.
MARLENE DAILEY—Enjoying just being a “housewife.” Also, connecting with other YSU retirees for
breakfasts, lunches or dinners; renewing “old” friendships
and making new ones.
HARRY DAMPF—18 years have gone by and I’ve
enjoyed every day.
NANCY DAVIDSON—Art (jewelry making), music
(playing in a community band), babysitting my three-yearold grandson, plus I started taking a Zumba class twice a
week. Also, sleeping in!!
GEORGE CONNER—Well entrenched in activities in
Copeland Oaks; president of residents association and
member of various committees. Great living!
CAROL COOK—Enjoying more time with family and
friends and the many great activities of northeast Ohio.
Traveling our beautiful USA (most recently to the Boston’s
Independence Day celebration—awesome!); also
volunteering, gardening and walking our 85-pound
“puppy.”
DENA CRISSMAN—Running my free-lance court
reporting business and taking care of my family.
TOM DOBBELSTEIN—Auto restoration, traveling and
home maintenance.
TOM DOCTOR—Teaching math, working part time and
enjoying my family.
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JOE EDWARDS—2011-12 special associate to the dean
in the Beeghly College of Education.
GREG FAGNANO—Retired August 1, 2011 and
getting adjusted to my new retirement partner—my wife!
WILLIAM FISHER—Trying to get healthy.
DORCAS FITZGERALD—Traveling, speaking and
enjoying grandchildren.
SUZANNE FLEMING—Volunteer work, home repairs,
travel and visiting grandchildren.
ELMER FOLDVARY—My wife and I have taken 12
trips to Europe, visiting and enjoying our grandchildren
and two daughters, taking a Bible class for a number of
years, doing lots of yard work, reading and trying to keep
in acceptable physical shape. Retirement is wonderful!
JOANNE GALLAGHER—Spending time with family
and friends; returning to part-time teaching in psychology
for spring term.
RONALD GOULD—Board of directors of Stambaugh
Auditorium Association, Youngstown Opera Guild and
project manager of Stambaugh Auditorium E.M. Skinner
pipe organ restoration, 2009-2011.
JEAN ANNE GOVE—Golf, gardening, crocheting and
Facebook games.
CHARLOTTE GRANT—Nothing and enjoying it!
KRIS GREGORY—Retired January 1, 2012, so just
relaxing!
ALICE GUERRA—Traveling.
STEVE HANZELY—Volunteering for Habitat.
BRIGITTA HANZELY—Watercolor painting.
LARRY HARRIS—Teaching limited service at the
Dana School of Music.
JEAN HASSELL—Traveled to Europe five times,
visiting with family, volunteering at church and just
completed ETS.
INEZ HEAL—Volunteering, traveling and playing
bridge.
LYN HEMMINGER—ETS this semester, relaxing
otherwise.
ROSE HIPPLE—Traveling; enjoying as many activities
as possible that do not include cooking and cleaning!
LOIS HOPKINS—Writing, practicing organ and horn,
church music, playing with grandchildren, needlepoint.
PEI HUANG—Researching, writing and publication.
FLOYD JACKSON—Living on Cape Cod in the
summer and Florida in the winter.
EDWARD JAMES—Golfing, boating, Habitat for
Humanity of Mahoning County and traveling.
ROY JOHN—Teaching part time for YSU’s Department
of Computer Science & Information Systems.
LINDA JOHNSON—Golfing, babysitting and traveling.
Life is good!!
JAMES KARAS—Fixing up some items around the
house.

What Have YSURA Members Been Up To Lately? (cont’d)
DOROTHY KENNEDY—Doing church work.
MARG KENNEDY—Spending time with grandchildren
and traveling.
IKRAM KHAWAJA—Back to YSU!
NORMA JEAN KLEIN—Enjoying life to the fullest and
visiting children out of town.
FRIEDRICH KOKNAT—Traveling and teaching ETS.
STACY KOUTSOUNARIS—Have joined YMCA,
helping with granddaughter’s activities, taking my fourth
trip to Greece and Cyprus to visit sister and family.
OLGA KRUPA—Having a wonderful time, volunteering,
gambling and seeing family.
LOUISE LEONE—Enjoying it with my husband.
NICK LEONELLI—Working like a dog in the garden and
yard, keeping house and daydreaming/hoping for a big
lottery hit.
LORETTA LIPTAK—Involved with all YSU retiree
activities, i.e., YSURA, YSU Women Retirees, Freetimers,
V.P. Friends of Boardman Library and co-chair of Ways &
Means Committee.
GORDON LONGMUIR—Spending time with family,
traveling, golfing, YSURA, Poland Forest Foundation,
Friends of the Poland Forest, cross country skiing, etc.
MARVIN LUKIN—Reading and mathematics.
PEG MAGMORE—Just keeping busy—that’s what keeps
me “young.” Love the casino trips!
JOE MALMISUR—As little as possible! Still part time at
YSU, gardening and reading my Kindle.
GERTRUDE MARINELLI—Church work and enjoying
life.
EDWARD MATASY—Working part-time at TJ Maxx in
Boardman. They offer good employee discounts—great
savings. It’s nice to walk to work.
KITTY McCABE—YSU Women Retirees Group, PERI
reservation chair and others.
PATRICICA McCARTHY—It has only been 25 days!
Golf, gym, short trips to lakes and wine tour.
CINDY MILLER—I feel like I’m on vacation!
JAMES MINEO—Trying to stay out of trouble.
BRENDAN MINOGUE—Enjoying our grandchildren,
traveling, enjoying our condo at Lake Erie, playing music.
PATRICIA MORELL—Volunteering, golfing, gambling
trips, sight-seeing and playing cards.
HUNTER MORRISON—Consulting.
CLEO NASTOPOULOS—Just enjoying every day and
the YSURA activities.
JACK NEVILLE—Still collecting books and articles
concerning anti-clutter, etc. This past year has been getting
better. I’m dealing with retirement which ought to be
exciting; however, the challenges of health problems are,
well, challenging!
LEONARD PERRY—Teaching and traveling.
PEGGY POTTS—Traveling, golfing and volunteering.
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ANN RAUB—Traveling, volunteering, bowling and
golfing.
NORMA REMIAS—Grandparenting and helping plan
class reunion.
LOIS ROMITO—Golfing.
RITA RONCONE—Traveling, water aerobics, enjoying
family, grandkids, and the company of good friends. We
celebrated our 50th anniversary!
JOANN SARICH—Just relaxing!
LOWELL SATRE—Traveling; earlier in 2011 we biked
and camped in France for three months.
JAN SCHNALL—Some part-time work substituting for
librarians at National College and volunteering to
establish a library at the Salvation Army in Warren.
JOSEPH SCOTT—Taking care of grandchildren and
going to the gym.
RICK SHALE—Traveled to Italy for two weeks, elected
to the board of directors of Mahoning Valley Historical
Society and continue to serve as a national officer of the
honor society of Phi Kappa Phi.
JEROME SMALL—Visiting out-of-state family, ETS.
BONNIE SMILEY—Gardening, reading, exercising,
hand-crafting and relaxing.
WILLIAM SNYDER—Visiting Mickey Mouse, golfing
and treasurer of two condo associations.
ANTHONY SOBOTA—Golfing, building theater sets,
gardening and CASA (court appointed special advocate).
LEONARD SPIEGEL—Going to JCC for wiring its
fitness center.
SARA SVAGERKO—Retired from my second job and
now I am a lady of leisure.
FRANK TARANTINE—Golfing and yard/housework.
PATRICIA TAYLOR—Plan to travel, do home
projects, help elderly parents and exercise more.
NANCY TIEDEMAN—Enjoying not going to work and
fighting traffic.
WES TRAYLOR—Relaxing with grandchildren.
RONALD VOLPE—Selected travel, working on a grant
for the WCBA and developing an article.
DAN WATHEN—Traveling.
NANCY WHITE—Relaxing!
MARSHA WOLFE—Retired September 30, 2011, so
am still thinking I’m just on vacation. I’ve mostly been
enjoying not being governed by an alarm clock!
CAROL YARNELL—Worked part-time for a couple
years, traveling and a little gardening.
RALPH YINGST—Reading, gardening and visiting
relatives.
WARREN YOUNG—Gardening, traveling, skiing and
running.
BETTY YUHASZ—Taking care of husband.
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Upcoming Events
YSU Women Retirees Luncheons (2012)

Freetimers Breakfast
Date:
Time:
Place:

Cost:

First Tuesday of every month
9:00 a.m.
Denny’s on 224 in Boardman except April
and October which are at Dutch Haus in
Columbiana
Whatever you spend for breakfast
YSURA Spring Casino Bus Trip

Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
Bus departs at 9:00 a.m.
Presque Isle Downs Casino, Erie, Pa.
$23.00
YSURA Spring Luncheon

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Cost:

Thursday, May 15, 2012
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The Georgetown, Boardman
Todd Franko, Editor, The Vindicator
$16.00

Dates: April 12, May 10, June 14, September 13, October 11,
November 8 & December 13 (2nd Thursday of the
month except January, February, July and August)
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place: To be announced in each mailing
Dues: $10.00 (helps support scholarship program)
If you would like to join the group or need a notice of luncheon
menu, please call Jeanne Tydings (330-542-2415) or Mary
Belloto (330-549-0592).

Retirees Association

YSURA Broadway Musical Jersey Boys Bus Trip
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
Note:

Wednesday, September 19, 2012
Bus departs at 3:15 p.m.
Benedum Center, Pittsburgh, Pa.
$95.00 (includes bus ride, driver tip and show ticket)
Dinner at Station Square prior to show (at your own
expense)

