
 

YSURA Board of Directors 
 

Officers 

 

President 

Ed James                              330-856-6933 

                                  ebudjames@aol.com 
 

Vice President 

Hugh Earnhart 330-757-4727 

 gowie@aol.com 
 

Secretary 

Marsha Wolfe 330-457-0170 

 wolfe.marsha@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Jeanne Tydings 330-542-2415 

 tydzcon@gmail.com 

 

Directors 

 

Marianne Anderson 234-855-5995 

 mca1@zoominternet.net 

George Beelen 330-702-1749 

 gdb@gbeelen.com 

Darla Funk 330-533-3722

 redpenguin@zoominternet.net 

Phil Hirsch 330-539-1116 

 phil_hirsch@hotmail.com 

Gwen Latessa 330-757-2485 

 que2@zoominternet.net 

Don Mathews 330-743-8538 

 donmathews99@yahoo.com 

Pam Palumbo 330-727-7204 

 papalumbo@ysu.edu 

Warren Young 330-876-5497 

 wyoung9836@aol.com 

 

OCHER Representatives 

Marianne Anderson 

George Beelen 

 

Ex Officio 

Robert Hogue  

Loretta Liptak 

 

Newsletter 

Gwen Latessa, Editor 

Sharyn Fees, Asst. Editor 

 

Website:  ysuretirees.org 

 

Email:  ysuretirees@gmail.com 

 

 

Based on attendance at this year’s YSURA-
sponsored events and the positive feedback from 
attendees, 2018 has already been a successful year 
for programs with more to come. The next event, a 
staple on our schedule, is our annual fall luncheon 
to be held at Avion On the Water on October 4. In 
support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Dr. 
Rashid Abdu, co-founder of the Joanie Abdu Com-
prehensive Breast Care Center, will speak to the 
group about the center. Also, Dr. Joseph Mosca, 
YSU’s Interim Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs, will bring us up to date on what’s 

happening on campus. We’ll finish the year in December with the New York 
City holiday trip and the YSU holiday breakfast. The board has already 
started planning for 2019, so if there’s anything you’d like us to explore, 
please let one of the board members know. 
 

After recuperating from surgery, Loretta Liptak, who is one of the original 
YSURA board members, suggested she might resign from the board because 
of her inability to attend meetings on a regular basis. But don’t worry, we’re 
not letting her get away that easily. Loretta has agreed to serve as an ex-
officio member of the board, whereby she can attend meetings and events 
when possible. The board has approved her status change and looks forward 
to her continuing involvement with the group. Marianne Anderson, who 
represents YSURA at OCHER meetings along with George Beelen, has 
joined the board as Loretta’s permanent replacement. 
 

One of my favorite success stories is the YSU Retirees Scholarship Endow-
ment. As of June 30, 2018, the corpus of the endowment had grown to 
$69,092, moving ever closer to the next benchmark of $75,000. On Septem-
ber 19, we mailed you our annual scholarship letter and pledge card. We 
hope you’ll consider making a donation to help us reach our goal. The schol-
arship committee, consisting of Hugh Earnhart, Darla Funk, Phil Hirsch, 
Gwen Latessa, Don Mathews, and Pam Palumbo, with technical support 
from Marsha Wolfe, does a fantastic job of organizing the program and 
selecting outstanding scholarship recipients each year. An update on some of 
our past recipients is presented later in this newsletter.  
 

If you haven’t returned your YSURA membership renewal application and 
dues for 2018-19, please do so as soon as possible so that you continue to 
receive the Courier and event flyers uninterrupted. If you know of retirees 
who aren’t members of YSURA, but might like to join, membership forms 
can be printed from our website. 
 
                       Ed James - President, YSURA 

 

From Your President ... 

 

   Fall 2018 



Fal l  2018—Page 2  

Past Events 

Wheeling Island Bus Trip 

On April 19, 2018, a hearty group of YSURA members and guests traveled by bus to the Wheeling Island Race-
track, Hotel and Casino to try their hands at slot machines, table games and, for many, a wager or two on the racing 
greyhounds. A late spring snowfall and blowing winds had little effect on travel and no effect on the gamblers’ en-
thusiasm. While the group tested their luck in the casino and at the racetrack, the day brightened and the group en-
joyed a sunny ride back to Youngstown. According to unofficial reports, many people carried some winnings back 
with them.  

Spring 2018 Luncheon 

 

YSURA’s spring luncheon was held at the St. George Croation Center on May 22, 2018. In attendance were 63 
members and guests as well as the 2018-19 scholarship recipients, Laura Walker and Bryson Stemock, and the 
speaker, Krish Mohip. Following the buffet luncheon, Mr. Mohip provided an overview of the challenges and suc-
cesses of the Youngstown City Schools and fielded numerous questions from the audience. 

Claudia & Herve Corbe Laura Walker & Bryson Stemock Mary Hake & Mary Lou Weingart 

George Beelen &Gordy Longmuir Harry Dampf & Mary Place Thomas 

Bus Trip to On Your Feet 

On June 12, 2018, a full bus traveled to Pittsburgh, Pa., to see the Broadway musical, On Your Feet. Prior to the 
show, the group stopped at The Waterfront, a premier shopping and entertainment complex on Pittsburgh’s east 
side, for dinner and shopping. Later at the Benedum Center, they saw the story behind the lives and music of Gloria 
& Emilio Estefan, the dynamic duo of the Miami Sound Machine. The result was a fun-filled evening with delight-
ful dancing and a string of hits from the 1980s, including “Rhythm Is Gonna Get You,” “1-2-3,” “Anything for 
You,” “Conga,” “Get On Your Feet,” “Turn the Beat Around,” “Don’t Wanna Lose You,” “Coming Out of the 
Dark,” and others. Another highlight of the night was a perky young dancer who led a conga line into the crowd, 
bringing a huge smile to everyone’s face. 
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Indians vs. Pirates Baseball Game 

A bus with 54 Indians fans and 2 Pirates fans traveled to Cleveland’s Progressive Field on July 23, 2018 for a rare 
matchup. Before the game, many chose to eat at various spots in downtown Cleveland’s restaurant district while 
others opted for ballpark food at the stadium. Even though it rained on the way there, the group was fortunate to 
have nice weather for the game. Tribe fans weren’t so fortunate, however, as the Bucs won 9-4. 

YSU-ILR Lecture Series 

Past Events (cont’d) 

Sites of the Mahoning Valley Tour 

On September 5, 2018, 39 tourists took a step back in time at two of the area’s most iconic sites—Tyler History 
Center and Youngstown Historical Center of Industry & Labor (AKA the Steel Museum). Each provided a very 
interesting, in-depth look into Youngstown’s rich heritage. The restoration of the Tyler History Center building 
was also highlighted. Bill Lawson of the Mahoning Valley Historical Society and Marcelle Wilson of the Steel 
Museum served as tour guide for their respective venue. Between stops, a luncheon was held at Roberto’s. 

 
 

Below is the 2018-19 schedule for the YSU Institute for Learning in Retirement (YSU-ILR). The lecture series 
takes place on Friday mornings in the Tod Hall Board of Trustees Room from 10:00 to 11:45 a.m. The annual cost 
for participation is $102 for a single and $169 for a couple which includes the lectures, refreshments and parking. 
A membership form is available at www.ysuretirees.org/news. If you’d like to experience a YSU-ILR lecture be-
fore becoming a member, contact Michael Glonek at 330-941-2467 or email him at mjglonek@ysu.edu at least one 
week prior to the lecture so he can make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Date  Presenter Topic 
September 14, 2018 David Simonelli Winston Churchill—A Man Out of His Time 
September 21, 2018 Doug Genna Myths of Chemistry 
September 28, 2018 Kathryn Kilpatrick Maximizing Your Memory 
October 5, 2018 Lauren Thorp Opioids in This Area from a Law Enforcement Perspective 
October 19, 2018 Jim Tressel YSU  
October 26, 2018 Paul Wetzel Weather 
November 2, 2018 Steve Papalas Mad Doctors of Auschwitz 
November 9, 2018 Jon White Special Guest 
March 1, 2019 Tiffany Hughes & Physical Therapy—Think Active 
     Cara Carramusa  
March 8, 2019 Paul Gaines Youngstown Prosecutor 
March 15, 2019 Tom Maraffa Buildings of Youngstown Tell Its History 
March 22, 2019 Vince Shivers Underground—How it Was Used Locally 
April 5, 2019 Charles Wilkins Dementia in the Elderly 
April 19, 2019 Michael Glonek Good Friday Special Presentation 
April 26, 2019 Jesse McClain Families of the Mahoning Valley 
May 3, 2019 Joy Decker Borland Walt Disney/ILR Luncheon 

Lyn Hemminger & Anner Hardin Peggy & Harry Potts Patty O’Shaughnessy & Carol McGuinness 
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In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues 

Edwin Bishop, 82 
4/25/2018 
Retired 2004, Physics & Astronomy 
 
Frederick Blue, 80 
4/3/2018 
Retired 2004, History   
 
Charles Darling, 86 
7/18/2018 
Retired 1995, History 
 
Angela Dutcher, 76 
5/7/2018 
Retired 2002, Internal Audit 
 
Bette Fajack, 92 
3/8/2018 
Retired 1995, Registration 
 
Adoracion Gonzalez, 86 
4/9/2018 
Retired 1996, Political & Social Sciences  
 
Neil Humphrey, 89 
4/30/2018  
Retired 1990, President 

Ahalya Krishnan, 87 
5/21/2018 
Retired 1996, Psychology 
 
Olga Krupa, 89 
4/4/2018 
Retired 1991, Bookstore 
 
Mildred McDonough, 80 
4/6/2018 
Retired 2006, Bursar 
 
Raymond McElroy, Sr., 91 
8/9/18 
Retired 1996, Central Receiving 
 
Monteen Morgan, 86 
3/22/2018 
Retired 1991, Bursar 
 
Jean Nestor, 82 
6/13/2018 
Retired 1996, College of Fine & Performing Arts 
 
Nick Ross, 64 
3/18/18 
Retired 2008, YSU Police  

Introducing the Newest YSURA Board Member 

 Marianne Anderson began her YSU career in September 1975 as a student secretary in 
the International Student Office. A few months before her August 1978 graduation from 
YSU, she was hired for a secretarial position in the Dean of Women’s Office. In Decem-
ber 1980, she transferred to General Accounting as an account clerk and retired as a data 
systems coordinator on June 30, 2006. 
 
Marianne is an active member of the YSU Women Retirees and the YSU Retirees Asso-
ciation, attending as many social events as possible. She’s also YSURA’s representative 
to the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees (OCHER), attending quarterly meet-
ings in Columbus, as well as a member of YSU’s Heritage Award Committee. In addi-
tion, she’s active in Pete’s Pride, participating in Crash Day for prospective “Penguin” 
students and helping with Career Day for current “Penguin” students who are seeking 

employment after graduation. Marianne also enjoys reading, traveling and spending time with friends. She’s ex-
tremely grateful for the opportunity to participate in all of these activities. 

YSU Women’s Club 

Most of you know about the YSU Women Retirees group whose luncheon schedule is listed at ysuretirees.org and 
under Upcoming Events in this newsletter. But there’s another organization with a similar name that women retir-
ees can join—the YSU Women’s Club. Celebrating 50 years, the club’s purpose is to promote the YSU conscious-
ness, support scholarships for qualifying female students, identify YSU community needs and design programs to 
meet those needs, cultivate social relations, afford opportunity for intellectual improvement, and identify such other 
activities as the organization may desire. The club has awarded close to $80,000 to deserving women. Contact 

Crystal M. Hawthorne for additional information at cmhawthorne@ysu.edu or 330-941-3270.  
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Congratulations to the Latest Retirees 

Christine Bidwell, College of Education 
William Blake, College Access & Transition 
Paul Cetor, Facilities Maintenance 
Colleen George, Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Christina Hardy, Career & Academic Advising 
Cynthia Hixenbaugh, Marketing & Communication 
Silvia Imler, Multicultural Affairs 
Igor Jourin, International Programs Office 
Dorothy Keirsey, Delivery Services 
Richard Laughlin, IT Maintenance Services 

Cheryl Levy, Multicultural Affairs 
Deborah Lowe, Marketing & Communications 
Melodie Marando, Registration & Records 
Kathleen Mumaw, Accounting & Finance 
Mary Ellen Munroe, College of Graduate Studies 
Harriet Reed, Student Counseling Center 
Kevin Reynolds, Human Resources 
Thelma Silver, Social Work 
Fran Wolf, Accounting & Finance 

Past Scholarship Recipients—Where Are They Now? 

Eleven students have benefitted from the YSU Retirees Scholarship since it was first awarded in 2013. Pictured 
from left to right, below are updates on the first five recipients. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Nicholas Somerfield graduated magna cum laude with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering in May 2014. Nicholas 
works at Ajax Tocco Magnethermic in Warren, Ohio, as an application engineer.  
 

Alyssa Sansone Ochwat graduated summa cum laude in May 2014 with a B.S.A.S. in Exercise Science and re-
ceived her Doctorate of Physical Therapy in May 2017. She’s employed by Mercy Health as a home care physical 
therapist. 
 

James MacGregor graduated cum laude with a B.S. in Middle Childhood Education in May 2016. He began his 
graduate studies at YSU and transferred to Penn State University, earning a master’s in higher education admin-
istration in August 2018. James was recently hired as Coordinator of Outreach for the ZipAssist Office at The Uni-

versity of Akron. 
 
Sarah Maffitt Polk graduated magna cum laude with a B.S. in Spanish Education in May 2016. Sarah teaches 
Spanish in grades 9-12 at Crestwood High School in Mantua, Ohio. She also teaches American Sign Language and 
leadership-related sessions during Crestwood’s annual leadership retreats at Camp Carl and Camp Asbury.  
 

Anthony Schiraldi graduated summa cum laude with a B.S.A.S. in Kinesiology and Exercise Science in May 2013 
and a Doctorate of Physical Therapy in May 2016. Anthony is a physical therapist at Action Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation in Hubbard, Ohio.  
 
 

Note: Summa Cum Laude, 3.8-4.0 GPA; Magna Cum Laude, 3.6-3.79 GPA; and Cum Laude, 3.4-3.59 GPA. 
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2018 Heritage Award Recipients 

Gary Salvner joined the YSU faculty in 1977 as an assistant professor of English and 
Secondary Education and was promoted to associate professor in 1981 and full profes-
sor in 1987. He was elected chair of the English Department in 1998 and served in that 
position until his retirement in 2012. 
 
Salvner earned a bachelor’s degree from Valparaiso University, a master’s from the 
University of Missouri, and a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. His areas of spe-
cialization are English Education and young adult literature, and his scholarship in-
cludes three books, five book-length sets of teaching materials, four book chapters, and 
more than 75 scholarly articles and presentations. He was the founding editor of a state 
journal on English teaching and held section editorships and editorial board positions 
on several national journals.   
 

Salvner is the recipient of four Distinguished Professorship Awards, the Chair’s Leadership Award, the Watson 
Chair Award, and a Distinguished Student Service Award at YSU, and he was designated the Ohio College English 
Teacher of the Year in 1993. He is also the recipient of two national awards: the ALAN Award for “distinguished 
contributions to the field of young adult literature” and the Hipple Service Award, both by the Adolescent Litera-
ture Assembly of the National Council of Teachers of English. He also served as the national president of ALAN 
and as its executive director for 10 years.   
 

What’s New On Campus? 

If you haven’t been to campus lately, you’d be surprised at all of the changes. Construction projects have been 
plentiful, and more are on the horizon. Next time you’re in the area, swing by Wick, Lincoln, and Fifth. You’ll 
hardly recognize the place!  
 

Improvement of Wick and Lincoln Avenues—Both streets have undergone a major overhaul with new pave-
ment, sidewalks, curbing, lighting, and landscaping. The Fifth Avenue side of campus will soon get the same kind 
of makeover. 
 

Barnes & Noble—The former bookstore in Kilcawley Center has been closed, and a new bookstore has been 
opened on the corner of Fifth and Lincoln. The store stocks textbooks, YSU apparel, school supplies, and books 
for the general public. It also has a Starbucks Café and convenience store. Orders can be placed online and picked 
up in person. Free parking is available behind the building in the spaces that are lined in red. And in case you’re 
wondering, a 20% discount is still available to retirees with a YSU faculty/staff ID card.  
 

University Edge—Located behind Barnes & Noble between Lincoln and Rayen, the privately owned, upscale stu-
dent apartment complex has 382 beds. 
 

The Enclave—The latest addition to student housing is located on Wick between Rayen and Lincoln where build-
ings such as the Pilgrim Collegiate Church and Campus Book & Supply once stood. The locally owned, premier 
student apartment complex comes complete with 65 units/194 beds, space for retailers and restaurants, and a Mer-
cy Health Primary Care/Student Health Center that’s slated to open in January 2019. 
 

Covelli Sports Complex—Located across from Stambaugh Stadium, the facility is used for soccer, track and 
field, and softball. A tennis center has also been proposed for the complex. 
 

Media Center Project—The east side of Stambaugh Stadium is closed this fall due to the construction of the Don 
Constantini Multimedia Center. The center will house a classroom, space for YSU’s Sports Broadcasting program, 
and football radio booths. Construction will be completed by August 2019. 
 

Cafaro Family Field—A recent $1.5 million donation from the Cafaro family will be used to build an intramural 
sports complex for club sports and other recreational activities on the north side of campus adjacent to the Cafaro 
House residence hall. The field will be ready for use in August 2019. 
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2018 Heritage Award Recipients (cont’d) 

Rick Shale began his YSU career in 1976 as a part-time faculty member in the English 
Department. He became a full-time instructor in 1979 and was promoted to assistant 
professor in 1981, associate professor in 1985, and full professor in 1992.   
 
The primary focus of his teaching was film study and screenwriting. From 1994 to 
1999, he served as director of Graduate Studies in English and also served a term as 
chair of YSU’s Graduate Council. From 1981 to 1997, he was a member of the adjunct 
faculty in the Department of Human Values in Medicine, Northeastern Ohio Universi-
ties College of Medicine (now Northeast Ohio Medical University).   

 
Shale is a 1965 graduate of Boardman High School. He earned a bachelor of arts degree 
from Ohio Wesleyan University where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his 
master’s degree and Ph.D. in American Culture from the University of Michigan. 
 
He is the author of two local histories: Idora Park: The Last Ride of Summer (co-authored with Charles J. Jacques, 
Jr.) and Historic Mill Creek Park (co-authored with Carol Potter). He has also written Donald Duck Joins Up: The 
Walt Disney Studio During World War II and three books on the Academy Awards. In addition, Shale has written 
eight book chapters, dozens of newspaper articles, and has edited four books. 
 
Shale is the recipient of three Distinguished Professor Awards. He served on several department, university, and 
national committees and for many years was a member of Academic Senate. For much of his career he served on 
the selection committee for YSU’s Clarence P. Gould Honor Society. He was elected to the Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi as a faculty member and was actively involved with YSU’s PKP Chapter 143 for many years. For seven 
years, he served as a Phi Kappa Phi national officer, first as a regional vice president and later as vice president for 
chapter development. He also served as a trustee of the Phi Kappa Phi Foundation.   
 
Shale has been actively involved with many local organizations. He served for four years on the Board of Park 
Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks and has been a Mill Creek volunteer for more than 15 years. More re-
cently, he served as president of the Mahoning Valley Watercolor Society. He currently serves on the board of di-
rectors of the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, as a trustee for the Benjamin Franklin Wirt Trust, and as an of-
ficer of the Boardman Historical Society. 
 

Note: Heritage Award recipient information obtained from the 2018 Faculty Recognition Awards Dinner Program. 

Salvner has served on numerous university, state, and national committees, including the NCTE Commission on 
Young Adult Literature. He served on the Ohio Department of Education committee that oversaw the early state 
graduation proficiency tests, ensuring that the English portion included a meaningful writing component. For nearly 
20 years, he also co-chaired several Ohio Board of Regents grant-funded programs on writing assessment and in-
struction in local schools, and he gave workshops on school writing instruction all over the state.   
 
Salvner’s abiding love at YSU has been the English Festival. A member of the committee that established this na-
tionally praised program, Salvner has served the English Festival for its entire 40-year history, the last 24 as either 
chair or co-chair. The Festival has brought more than 110,000 students to campus as well as 85 nationally and inter-
nationally recognized authors and scholars. Its motto—“Read, Write, Grow”—still affirms its abiding mission:  to 
introduce young people to the joy and power of writing and literature. In the spring of 2018, he helped coordinate a 
special 40th Anniversary Festival, with participants from over 200 schools in attendance.   



 

 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon (2018-19) 
 

Dates: October 11, November 8, December 6, March 14,  
 April 11, May 9 & June 13 (typically the 2nd 

Thursday of the month except January, February, 
July & August; December 6 is an exception) 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification 
Dues:  $15.00 
 

Membership and luncheon reservation forms are available at 
www.ysuretirees.org/events. 

Upcoming Events 

 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:     First Tuesday of every month 
Time:    9:00 a.m. 
Place:    Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg 
  (except April, July & October which are at  
  Dutch Haus in Columbiana) 

 

YSURA Fall 2018 Luncheon 
 

Date: October 4, 2018 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place: Avion on the Water, Canfield, Ohio 
Cost: $16.00 
Speaker: Dr. Rashid Abdu  
 Dr. Joe Mosca 

 

YSURA Holiday Bus Trip  
 

Dates: December 11-13, 2018 
Time: 7:00 a.m. departure 
Place: New York City 
 

 

YSURA Spring 2019 Luncheon 
 

Date:   May 16, 2019 
Time:   11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place:   A La Cart, Canfield, Ohio 

 

YSU Holiday Breakfast 
 

Date: December 14, 2018 
Time: 8:00 a.m. 
Place: Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center 


