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From Your President ...
Although a trip to the Flight 93 National Memorial
& Fallingwater, a trip to see “A Bronx Tale,” and
the annual YSU Holiday Breakfast remain on the
schedule for 2019, the YSURA Board is busy
planning events for 2020.“Escape to Margaritaville” at the Benedum Center in Pittsburgh has
already been scheduled for May 17, 2020, with
additional events to be added using the survey
completed by attendees at the recent fall luncheon
as a guide. Those who were unable to attend the
fall luncheon but would like to make suggestions
for events or speakers, please pass the information
along to one of our board members. Also, if you find an event you want to
attend is sold out, please ask that your name be added to a waiting list. Because of the long lead time involving tickets and transportation for some
events, there are frequently cancellations which are filled from the waiting
list on a first-come, first-served basis.
After 20+ years of service, Hugh Earnhart, an original YSURA Board member, has resigned from the Board in order to complete several projects he has
in the works and devote some energy toward his grandchildren. Hugh will be
missed but will remain close to the YSURA Board as an ex-officio member.
It was Hugh’s suggestion that YSURA start a scholarship fund to help deserving YSU students which resulted in the founding of the YSU Retirees
Scholarship Endowment. Dorcas Fitzgerald has enthusiastically agreed to
join the Board as Hugh’s replacement. She is featured in an article later in
this Courier. Phil Hirsch will succeed Hugh as YSURA Vice President, and
Ron Gould will replace Hugh on the YSURA Scholarship Committee.
The YSU Retirees Scholarship Endowment continues to grow. With a corpus
market value of $77,350 as of June 30, 2019, the fund is poised to support
three $1,000 scholarships for the 2020-21 academic year. In conjunction
with the recent scholarship solicitation mailing, the YSURA Scholarship
Committee has set a goal to increase the corpus to $85,000. Congratulations
to the YSU retirees and friends who have generously supported this project.
If you haven’t renewed your YSURA membership for the 2019-20 year,
please do so as soon as possible to avoid missing any event notifications and
other communications. A membership renewal form is available on the home
page of our website at www.ysuretirees.org.
I look forward to seeing you at some of our upcoming events.
Ed James, YSURA President

Past Events
Spring 2019 Luncheon

YSURA’s annual spring luncheon was held on May 16, 2019, at A La Cart in Canfield with 54 in attendance. New
retirees, Harriet Reed and Dominic Fabrizio, were honored and the 2019-20 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipients,
Venise Abell, Alicia Herman and Samuel Kulifay, extended their heartfelt thanks to the YSU retirees for helping
them realize their educational goals. In addition, YSU President Jim Tressel provided a campus update on numerous construction projects, Higher Learning Commission accreditation, search for a new provost, enrollment,
partnership with Mercy Health, and much more. He also answered several questions from the audience.

Tina Weintz & Grace O’Connor

Steve & Brigitta Hanzely

Dominic & Kathy Fabrizio

Marsha Wolfe & Marlene Dailey

Venise Abell, Alicia Herman & Samuel Kulifay

Bus Trip to Broadway Musical: Million Dollar Quartet

On May 23, 2019, 55 retirees and guests traveled by motor coach to downtown Cleveland to see the Broadway musical, Million Dollar Quartet, at the intimate Hanna Theatre. The production depicted the real-life story and jam session of Elvis Pressley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and Carl Perkins that took place on December 4, 1956 at Sun
Records in Memphis, Tennessee, where each artist had a recording contract.
"Blue Suede Shoes," "That's All Right," "Walk the Line," "Whole Lotta
Shakin' Goin' On," "Who Do You Love?," "Folsom Prison Blues," "Hound
Dog," and “Great Balls of Fire" had theatergoers on their feet, especially
when Jerry Lee made his trademark moves on the piano. To top off the
evening, the picture to the right—taken on that magical day back in 1956—
was displayed on the stage backdrop toward the end of the show.
Prior to the show, the group stopped at Cleveland’s Little Italy for dinner at
one of its many restaurants. Afterwards, most stopped at Presti’s Bakery for
a gelato, cappuccino, cannoli, or other baked goods before re-boarding the
bus. We do love our sweets!

Bus Trip to Broadway Musical: South Pacific
A second Broadway show was scheduled for July 23, 2019 at another intimate venue—the College of Wooster’s
Freelander Theatre. Forty-three people attended a matinee of the Ohio Light Opera’s production of South Pacific.
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Past Events (cont’d)
This famous musical first opened on Broadway on April 7, 1949, earning 10 Tony Awards and a Pulitzer Prize. After 70 years, it is still going strong. Set in an island paradise during World War II, the show featured two parallel
love stories that were threatened by the perils of prejudice and war. Some of the well-known musical numbers were
"I'm Gonna Wash That Man Right Outa My Hair," "Some Enchanted Evening," and "There Is Nothing Like a
Dame." Following the show, the group stopped at the Dutch Kitchen in Dalton, Ohio for some Amish cooking.

Fall 2019 Luncheon

Forty-four members gathered at Avion on the Water for YSURA’s fall luncheon on September 24, 2019. Also in
attendance were Stephen Gage, YSU’s Professor of Conducting and Director of Bands & Orchestra, and nine students from the Dana School of Music who are members of the Helix Saxophone Quartet and Sunrise Brass Quintet.
Both groups provided very enjoyable musical entertainment for the event. Following the performances, Stephen
Gage spoke about his 26 years at the University, the renowned Dana School of Music and its distinguished faculty,
and the extraordinarily gifted music students that grace the YSU campus.

Darla Funk & Mike Crist

George Beelen & Ron Gould

Kay Pizzulo, Ed James & Mary Margaret Hovanes

YSU-ILR Lecture Series
Below is the 2019-20 schedule for the YSU Institute for Learning in Retirement (YSU-ILR) lecture series which
takes place on Friday mornings in the Tod Hall Board of Trustees Room from 10:00 to 11:45 a.m. The annual cost
for participation is $102 for a single and $169 for a couple which includes the lectures, refreshments and parking.
Visit our website at www.ysuretirees.org/news to download a membership form. If you’d like to experience a lecture before becoming a member, contact Michael Glonek by phone (330-941-2467) or email (mjglonek@ysu.edu)
at least one week prior to the lecture so he can make appropriate arrangements.
Date

Topic

Presenter

September 13, 2019

History of the YSU English Festival

September 20, 2019
September 27, 2019
October 4, 2019
October 11, 2019
October 18, 2019
October 25, 2019
November 1, 2019
November 8, 2019
March 6, 2020
March 13, 2020
March 20, 2020
March 27, 2020
April 3, 2020
April 10, 2020
April 17, 2020
May 1, 2020

Foster Care Children Whose Parents are Drug Addicts
Flowers/Pollination Gardens/Butterflies
U.S. Supreme Court
Senior Isolation Initiative in the Mahoning Valley
Black Lives Do Matter
YSU: Ten Years as a “Tree Campus USA”
TBA
Humor as a Stress Buster
One Day on Mars
What Makes Christians Unique
Evolution of Student Services
Rules of a Good Thinker
TBA
TBA
Evolution of Intercollegiate Athletics
TBA

Angela Messenger/Gary Salvner/
Jeff Buchanan
Cheryl Tarantino
Lois Martin-Uscianowski
Greg Ferro
Steve Pelton
Martina Pallentine
Catherine Calla/Dave Ewing
Jim Tressel, YSU President
Kathryn Kilpatrick
Ward Beecher Planetarium
Dan Osborne
Eddie Howard
Madonna Chism Pinkard
Brien Smith, YSU Provost
Derrick McDowell, JAC Management
Ron Strollo
Joy Decker Borland
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In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues
Jane Baugh, 91
9/13/19
Retired 1992, Library

James Mineo, 76
8/16/19
Retired 1996, Purchasing

Joseph Donatelli, 68
6/10/19
Retired 2012, Facilities Maintenance

Charles Powers, 60
8/14/19
Retired 2016, Degree Audit

Grace Farmer, 76
5/11/19
Retired 2001, Parking Services

Charles Reid, 91
7/1/19
Retired 1988, Philosophy & Religious Studies

Renee Linkhorn, 94
7/31/19
Retired 1991, Foreign Languages

Volunteer Opportunity
Are you looking to use your professional talent and expertise to give back to the local community? If so, the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) has the perfect opportunity for you.
For more than 50 years, SCORE has been a nonprofit association dedicated to helping small businesses get off the
ground, grow and achieve their goals through education and mentorship. Because their work is supported by the
U.S. Small Business Administration and a network of 10,000+ volunteers, they are able to deliver their services at
no charge or at a very low cost. SCORE volunteers enjoy a variety of personal rewards, including:





Being recognized as a leader in the local business community
A feeling of purpose and value knowing you helped someone achieve his/her
goals
Ample networking opportunities with SCORE volunteers and business leaders in the area
Professional and personal growth with SCORE's Lifelong Learning training
programs

Every SCORE chapter depends on a roster of talented, dedicated volunteers to help entrepreneurs achieve their
dreams of owning a small business. Contact the Youngstown chapter, located in YSU’s Williamson College of
Business, at 330-941-2948 or visit www.youngstown.score.org to learn more about available roles and the process
of becoming a member. Currently, they are seeking volunteers for the following positions:
Mentor—use your knowledge and experience to help business owners who are looking for guidance and support.
Subject Matter Expert—collaborate with experienced mentors to offer advice in your specific area of expertise.
Workshop Presenter—share your knowledge and provide useful insight by giving presentations on small business
topics.
Administrative Support—assist your local chapter with marketing, finance, scheduling and other key administrative tasks.
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Scholarship Applicant Quotes
The YSURA Scholarship Committee continues to be impressed by what our scholarship applicants have to say
about YSU. Twice before we have shared excerpts from their essays; here are several from the most recent pool of
applicants:
 I vividly remember walking into Beeghly Hall for my first class and feeling nervous. Though I had heard good

things about YSU, I still wasn’t sure what to expect considering I was not only new to the institution but also
relatively new to the continental United States. The first thing I noticed walking into the class was the diversity
in the room. This instantly stopped my worry about being the only one who was different. This diversity also
sparked my interest and involvement in campus activities and organizations, consequently building me a huge
social capital through my time here at YSU. I can proudly name at least one close friend from six of the
world’s seven continents that I have made while at YSU. ~Sylvia Arias, General Studies

 What I have experienced during my time at YSU will leave an everlasting imprint not only on my patients but

the people I associate with. I strive to be the person they can look back on when times get tough. I do my best
to radiate kindness, love, empathy, and strength everywhere I go. The people who have taught me to be the
successful individual I want to become reside here at YSU. The amount of gratitude I have towards my professors, employers and closest friends is unmeasurable. ~Lindsey Bechter, Dietetics

 The phrase “Y and proud” challenges us to find a reason to be proud of who we are and what we do. Our ex-

periences at YSU help shape us to be who we are and remind us that we shouldn’t feel ashamed of where we
came from or where we started. Attending the university is a life-changing event, where there are endless opportunities and the choice to take advantage of them. Because of my YSU experiences, I am continually bettering myself. Through the exposure to real-world experiences here and life lessons that can be transferred into
all aspects of my life, I have found another reason why I am “Y and proud.” ~Kathryn Biller, Human Resource Management

 Throughout my time here, I have always tried to be as involved as I can. I love the idea of being a part of the

campus community rather than just observing it. Even as a commuter student, I find myself on campus from
morning until night. This is not because I have to be, but it is because I thoroughly enjoy the time I spend here
with the people who make up this campus. If people wonder why I have so much school spirit, it is because this
university has given me so many opportunities to learn, grow and build relationships. It has ignited a passion
within me for community that I never knew I had. ~Sarah Dubos, Theater Studies/Spanish

 Average YSU students begin their Penguin experience as freshmen. Mine began from birth. As the child of a

very proud YSU alum, I feel as though my entire adolescent life was a YSU experience. Memorabilia on the
walls at home, many Saturdays spent at tailgates, and more penguin figurines than any one family should
own—this was life in the Factor household. The circumstance that I have found myself in is unique—two very
different, yet complementary, Youngstown State experiences are under my belt. One was put upon me by loving
parents, the other I am continuing to shape and take ownership over. That is what I truly consider to be the essence of YSU—creating an exceptional experience that is entirely your own. ~Megan Factor, Business Administration

 My exemplary YSU experience was primarily caused by the superb academics, particularly the faculty and

classes offered. Every semester my schedule has been filled with professors who were passionate about the
classes they were teaching which was a major incentive to my involvement and participation. I tend to feed off
of the energy exuded by professors, and having them teach topics they genuinely care about has been a wonderful experience. ~Isaac Hraga, Music Recording
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Introducing the Newest YSURA Board Member
DORCAS FITZGERALD joined YSU’s nursing faculty in September 1969, one
month after receiving her master’s degree in Medical-Surgical Nursing. She has described herself as a transplanted southerner from Alabama saying, “I was reared in
the cotton patches of our family farm in northern Alabama. Cotton pickin’ was the
best motivator I know for getting a college education!” During a seventh grade
school trip to The University of Alabama, Dorcas fell in love with the campus and
everything Bama. She set a goal to become a student and submitted her only college application to UA. She attended during the same four years as Joe Namath—
when the football team won two national championships—and has remained an avid Crimson Tide football fan and active alum. She will never forget a December
1961 pep rally when President John F. Kennedy telephoned the campus to declare,
“You’re #1!”
Dorcas retired from YSU in 2011. She is active in local and state nursing associations, participates in church activities, is a member of the YSU Academy, presents guest lectures on health/nursing
issues, peer reviews nursing articles, and edits student theses/dissertations. Retirement means “happy days” allowing time for traveling to the Grand Canyon, Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji Islands; taking Alaskan and West
Caribbean cruises in addition to day trips with Senior Circle and YSURA; and making frequent drives to Alabama.
She also enjoys spending time with her two daughters and three grandchildren, sewing, reading, Zumba, and the
freedom to do spur-of-the moment activities.

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees
Robert Albert, YSU Police
Wayne Anderson, Delivery Services
Michael Caldwell, IT Infrastructure Services
Donna DeBlasio, History
Mary Lou DiPillo, Dean's Office - College of Education
Arlene Floyd, College Access & Transition
Patricia Gillis, Procurement Services
Cynthia Harrison, Maag Library
Sheila Hernandez, International Programs Office
Terry Hjerpe, College of Graduate Studies
Donna James, Payroll
Robert Jennings, Grounds
Marion Kalasky, Nursing
Anthony Kos, Management

Johanna Krontiris-Litowitz, Biological Sciences
Patricia LaPresta, Distance Learning
Frances LeGoullon, Human Resources
Keith Lepak, Politics & International Relations
Joseph Mosca, Provost & VP of Academic Affairs
Marilyn O'Bruba, Athletic Academic Counseling
Tod Porter, Economics
Peggy Repasky, Housing & Residence Life
Daniel Sahli, Envir. & Occupational Health & Safety
Gary Swegan, Enrollment Planning & Management
Stephanie Tingley, English
Bruce Waller, Philosophy & Religious Studies
Suella Wendt, Undergraduate Admissions
Deborah Yiannaki, Communication

2019 Heritage Award Recipients
BEGE BOWERS earned a BA in English from Vanderbilt University, where she
was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, and a master’s and PhD in English from the
University of Tennessee, where she was inducted into the Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi. Before joining the Department of English at Youngstown State University in 1984, she served as a medical translator; as mathematics/language editor to a
multilingual team headed by Nobel Laureate Wassily Leontief; and as a teacher of
French and English.
At YSU, she cofounded the undergraduate and graduate programs in Professional
Writing and Editing and directed them for 11 years. She especially enjoyed teaching and advising English and PW & E students, working with area employers and
public schools, developing and coordinating student internships, and mentoring and
supervising graduate teaching assistants and part-time faculty.
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2019 Heritage Award Recipients (cont’d)
Dr. Bowers served as Assistant, Associate, and full Professor; a Composition Coordinator; Acting Chair of the Department of English; and Associate to the Dean of the former College of Arts and Sciences. She joined central administration as Assistant Provost in 2002, Interim Provost in 2005, and Associate Provost in August 2005, a position she held until retirement at the end of June 2012. She served as YSU’s liaison to the Higher Learning Commission and the Ohio Board of Regents from May 2002 through June 2012, playing a leadership role in acquiring state
approval and accreditation for numerous academic programs at YSU and in two institution-wide renewals of accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission.
Dr. Bowers was also a long-time coeditor of two national publications—the CEA Critic and the CEA Forum—and
coedited three books—one on technical communication internships, one on the novel of manners, and one on Chaucer research—which received the Modern Language Association’s biennial Prize for Distinguished Bibliography.
She received the international Jay R. Gould Award for Excellence in Teaching Technical Communication and the
College English Association’s Distinguished Service and Lifetime Achievement awards.
In addition to being named an Associate Fellow of the International Society for Technical Communication and a
Distinguished Member of Phi Kappa Phi, Dr. Bowers also earned multiple Distinguished Professor awards at YSU.
She also served as secretary and web designer for YSU’s Academic Senate.

LAUREN SCHROEDER earned a BS in Science Education from St. Cloud State
College, Minnesota; taught high school science and math at Sauk Centre, Minnesota; earned a MA in Zoology from the University of South Dakota as a participant in
a National Science Foundation sponsored Academic Year Institute; studied at the
University of California, Berkeley, NSF Summer Institute; and did research at Iowa
State University. He earned a PhD in Zoology from the University of South Dakota
as a NIH fellow. Dr. Schroeder was part of a research team studying the protozoa
that lived in melt water ponds in Antarctica. For his work, there is part of a mountain in western Antarctica named “Schroeder Spur”.
Dr. Schroeder joined the Youngstown State University Department of Biological
Sciences as an Assistant Professor in 1968. At YSU, he was promoted to Associate
Professor (1971), and then to Professor (1977). He was the recipient of two University Distinguished Professor and 14 Research Professor Awards. Dr. Schroeder took
sabbatical leave to do research at the University of Wisconsin (1984) and at Uppsala University, Sweden (1992).
Dr. Schroeder taught many courses at YSU, mostly in ecology, aquatic ecology and environmental studies, a program that he was instrumental in establishing. A notable course was arctic field ecology held at the Churchill
Northern Studies Station in Churchill, Manitoba, Canada. Dr. Schroeder held a teaching philosophy that embraced
science as a process, a way of knowing; his courses emphasized critical thinking and the difference between beliefs
and knowledge.
Dr. Schroeder served as the first director of the YSU Environmental Studies Program (1995-1996). He also served
on NSF review panels (1988, 1990), was the secretary of the YSU OEA (1985-1987), and President of the YSU
chapter of Sigma Xi (1977-1979).
Dr. Schroeder is an active researcher and has published over 30 peer-reviewed papers as well as many oral presentations at professional conferences. He has obtained external funding, including more than 25 grants, that supported
research for the establishment of the YSU Environmental Studies program and for the Mahoning River Consortium’s purchase of the Cranberry Run Wetlands at Mill Creek MetroParks. Dr. Schoeder has been an invited speaker
at national and international institutions more than 30 times.
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Upcoming Events
Freetimers Breakfast
Date:
Time:
Place:

First Tuesday of every month
9:00 a.m.
Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg
(except April, July & October which are at
Dutch Haus in Columbiana)

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon (2019-20)
Dates: September 12, October 10, November 14, December 5, March 12, April 9, May 14 & June 11 (2nd
Thursday of the month except January, February,
July & August; December date is an exception)
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification

Bus Trip: Pennsylvania Laurel Highlands
Date:
Time:
Place:

October 15, 2019
7:00 a.m. departure (note revised time)
Fallingwater
Flight 93 Memorial
Green Gables Restaurant

Bus Trip: Broadway Musical—A Bronx Tale
Date:
Time:
Place:

November 24, 2019
2:30 p.m. departure
Benedum Center, Pittsburgh

YSU Holiday Breakfast
Date:
Time:
Place:

December 13, 2019
8:00 a.m.
Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center

Bus Trip: Broadway Musical—Escape to
Margaritaville
Date:
Time:
Place:

May 17, 2020
TBA
Benedum Center, Pittsburgh

