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From Your President ...
Normally in the Spring Courier, I would happily be
reporting about events the YSURA Board has assembled for 2020. However, this year is about as far from
normal as we can get as the Coronavirus pandemic has
virtually taken over our lives. Hopefully, none of you
has been medically affected by the virus. If you have,
we wish you a speedy recovery.
Just as disruptive as the virus itself are the changes that
government agencies have implemented to try and curb
its spread. Students are learning online, restaurants are
closed or limited to takeout or delivery, entertainment venues are shuttered,
travel is restricted, sporting events have been cancelled, and everyone has
been told to shelter in place. That’s just not the way retirees roll.
The YSURA Board had already developed an impressive schedule of events
for this year by the time the magnitude of the virus became known. In addition to the upcoming events listed on the back page of this newsletter, a Rivers Casino trip and a visit to the Cleveland Museum of Art to see the Picasso
and Paper exhibition were in the works. Our planned theater shows have been
cancelled by the promotors while other activities have been placed on hold
until restrictions on the size of gatherings have been lifted. The spring luncheon has also been cancelled, so recognition of recent YSU retirees and our
2020-21 scholarship recipients will take place at our fall luncheon tentatively
scheduled for October 1, 2020.
Congratulations to three YSU retirees who recently were chosen to receive
prestigious awards from the University. Pauline Saternow, former Associate
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, was named to the YSU Intercollegiate
Athletics Hall of Fame, and Joan Boyd and Pat Bleidt were awarded the Heritage Award. Pauline received her award at the Intercollegiate Athletics Hall
of Fame Banquet held in February. Since YSU has cancelled the Distinguished Faculty/Staff Showcase scheduled for April 23, 2020, Joan and Pat
will be recognized for their accomplishments at the 2021 showcase.
Unusual times call for unusual measures. Please follow the guidelines described by our government agencies to help slow the virus. Hopefully, it
won’t be long before we can resume activities such as those reported on pages
6-7. Stay safe.
Ed James
President, YSURA

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees
Bill Buckler, Geography
Catherine Cala, Alumni Engagement
Susan Davis, Undergraduate Admissions
Linda Frank, Campus Recreation
Donna Greenaway, Student Experience
Roy Harding, IT Customer Services
Jalal Jalali, Electrical & Computer Engineering
Ronald Krauss, WYSU-FM

Joel Lewis, Marketing & Communications
Maggie Naples, Housing & Residence Life
Joyce O’Connell, College Access & Transition
Carl Pasquale, IT Customer Services
Mary Jane Quaranta, Dean’s Office, College of Ed.
Pamela Schuster, Nursing
Jane Wetzel, Physical Therapy

YSU Retirees Scholarship Update
Since 2012, the YSURA Scholarship Committee has been sending letters to retired faculty, staff and friends asking for contributions to the scholarship endowment created that same year. With the Board’s initial goal of raising
$10,000 to establish an endowment with the YSU Foundation, we’ve far exceeded our expectations. It’s proven to
us what we already suspected—that former employees of Youngstown State really care about the students that
have touched our lives. We all, in varied ways, touched the lives of thousands of students who selected YSU as
their choice for higher learning, and thanks to the generosity of donors to the YSU Retirees Scholarship Endowment, we’re still helping students attain their educational goals.
The first opportunity to award a scholarship came in the 2013-14 Academic Year. The contributions from the first
solicitation allowed us to award a $500 scholarship to one student. With additional solicitations and gifts, we were
able to award two $500 scholarships the following year. Continued annual solicitations resulting in generous gifts
and memorials have allowed us to increase scholarship amounts to more students. This year, as last, we were able
to award three $1,000 scholarships.
The December 31, 2019 market value of the YSU Retirees Scholarship endowment was $86,549.31, a tremendous
tribute to our retirees’ loyalty to students. We’re hoping in the not-too-distant future to reach a market value of
$100,000. With the assistance of the generous retirees of YSU, we know this will be possible.
Thank you to all who’ve given to this endeavor. The financial burden of higher education for 17 students has been
made a little lighter. The establishment of this endowment will enable the YSU Retirees Scholarship to help students with college expenses in perpetuity.

Introducing the 2020-21 YSU Retirees Scholarship Recipients
MEGAN FRANO is a senior in YSU’s Nursing program and carries a 3.96 GPA. She
enrolled at the University in 2016 while she was a junior at Struthers High School.
Beginning her college career in the YSU’s College Credit Plus program, Megan
learned how to manage a large load of classes; take her education into her own hands;
and develop into a well-rounded, successful student. She strives to achieve the president’s list or dean’s list every semester and do everything she can to propel herself into
a successful nursing career. She wants to make a difference in people’s lives, especially
those who will trust her in their most vulnerable times.
Megan serves as current secretary and upcoming president to the Student Nurses Association, helping to coordinate volunteer activities such as delivering Thanksgiving
meals to the elderly and raising money for the organization and charity. She’s also participated in a mission trip to the Dominican Republic, YSU’s Welcome Week and Penguin Preview Day.
Megan works as a Peer Tutor in YSU’s Center for Student Progress and also as a Patient Care Associate at
St. Elizabeth in Boardman. This summer, she’ll do an internship at the UPMC Emergency Department.
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Continued from page 2
STEPHANIE GOTERBA is a senior in Dietetics with a 3.82 GPA. She graduated
from Springfield Local High School in 2016 and attended Kent State University for
one year before transferring to YSU in 2017.
Stephanie considers her time at YSU to be nothing short of a blessing. Initially an undetermined major, all it took was one dietetics class to realize a career as a registered
dietitian was exactly what she wanted for her life. She’s worked hard to achieve her
goals, experienced personal growth and had many accomplishments. She’s most proud
of being one of twelve students selected to be part of the 2021 class of the Coordinated
Program in Dietetics.
Outside of the classroom, Stephanie has volunteered at St. Elizabeth Hospital and the
Red Cross. She’s a member of Students in Dietetics, Northeast Ohio Area Health Education Centers, National Society of Collegiate Scholars and St. Paul’s Church in New
Middletown. In addition, she’s worked as a secretary at Lloyd Dermatology and as a server at Mr. Anthony’s Banquet Center, LaRocca’s and Inner Circle, all to help reach her goal of paying for college on her own and graduating debt free.

JUSTIN SHAUGHNESSY graduated from Fitch High School in 2016 and is a senior
in Criminal Justice with a 3.5 GPA.
Justin has been very involved on campus, serving as the former Vice President for Financial Affairs and current Executive Vice President of Student Government. Other
leadership roles have included Peer Orientation Leader and Peer Tutor in the Center for
Student Progress. He’s also a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and has
served on the Student Conduct Board, Academic Senate and Homecoming Planning
Committee. In addition, he’s worked as a cashier, coordinator and customer service
representative at Giant Eagle as well as a Student Ambassador in the Office of Admissions.
Justin credits YSU for giving him a better sense of cultural awareness, a brotherhood he
wouldn’t trade for the world, and professional connections and friendships that have allowed him to grow into the
man he is today. As a first-generation college student, his YSU experiences have given him the drive and passion
to continue his education. He’ll begin graduate work in YSU’s highly accredited Student Affairs program this fall.

In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues
Alfred Bright, 79
10/28/19
Retired 2006, Art

Helen Lesigonich, 92
3/24/20
Retired 1996, Library

Edward DiGregorio, 93
4/5/20
Retired 2003, Athletics

Margaret Magmore, 92
2/24/20
Retired 1995, ROTC

George Kulchytsky, 82
1/17/20
Retired 2004, History

Jack Neville, 71
12/27/19
Retired 2007, Human Performance
& Exercise Science
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Ralph Yingst, 90
3/19/20
Retired 1992, Chemistry

Retiree Spotlight
GORDON LONGMUIR was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. As a high school
student, he had no career aspirations. His parents didn’t finish high school so there was
little direction or incentive. When he took a French class required of all Canadian students, he disliked it so much that he dropped it. He knew he wouldn’t be able to get into
the University of Manitoba without French, so he quit high school after his junior year.
Gordy obtained a sales clerk position at Hudson’s Bay department store, an early furtrading company that settled in parts of Canada. After a year, he realized it wasn’t what
he wanted to do for the rest of his life so he returned to high school for his senior year.
His friends had already graduated so he had a tough time adjusting. The track coach,
who was also his PE teacher, noticed he was floundering and invited him to be his assistant during free periods. Toward the end of the school year, the teacher asked what he
wanted to do with his life. Gordy still had no idea. He didn’t think he could get into college because he hadn’t completed French and his family had no money. The teacher
suggested he apply for loans and scholarships, saying he’d make a good PE teacher. He
also said the University of North Dakota was only 150 miles away, had a PE program and didn’t require French. A
reluctant Gordy promised to try it for one semester. Six years later, he left the University of North Dakota with both
undergraduate and graduate degrees in physical education as well as a fiancé.
Gordy returned to Winnipeg to teach high school PE and coach multiple sports. After he and Kathy were married,
he accepted a temporary position at St. Cloud State University in Minnesota. When the position ended, the Longmuirs moved to Albuquerque where Gordy began working on a doctorate in curriculum and instruction at the University of New Mexico. Just before earning his Ed.D., his professor received a call from a former YSU colleague—
Lew Ringer—asking if there were any good students coming out of the doctoral program. Gordy applied for the job,
but when he didn’t hear anything back he began applying elsewhere. He was literally in an interview at Lorain
County Community College when he was suddenly interrupted by the secretary saying there was a call from YSU.
Gordy took the call and it was Lew Ringer. The conversation went like this—Lew: “What the hell are you doing at
Lorain County Community College?” Gordy: “I’m interviewing for a job.” Lew: “You don’t want to be at a junior
college!” Lew then explained the reason he hadn’t been in touch was because the position had been frozen. As soon
as he was given the green light to fill it, he called Gordy’s house. When Kathy said Gordy was interviewing at another college, Lew became a man on a mission. The good folks at Lorain understood Gordy’s predicament and
drove him to the bus depot so he could travel to Youngstown to interview at YSU.
Dr. Longmuir ultimately accepted the YSU position and began his career in 1972 as an assistant professor in Health
& Physical Education. In addition to teaching methods/history/philosophy courses in PE, he oversaw student PE
teachers in the tri-county area and Pennsylvania and taught many activity classes, his favorite being the conditioning/fitness classes. Gordy was known as a great motivator in the activity courses. Employees who took his classes
on their lunch hour often made the mistake of saying they didn’t want to sweat. Those words were music to his ears.
When ROTC got wind of his highly motivational conditioning class, they asked him to work with some of their cadets who needed help meeting ROTC’s physical fitness standards. He gladly accepted the challenge. Throughout his
career, he authored numerous publications and presented papers at state and national conferences. He also received
the Distinguished Service Award in 1997 and was nominated to Who’s Who Among American Teachers in 1998.
After retiring in 2002, Gordy served as a board member and president of YSURA. He was also president of the
Friends of the Poland Municipal Forest for 25 years, spending countless hours on cleanup of trails and streams as
well as biking, hiking and cross-country skiing throughout its 250 acres. In addition, he’s one of the organizers of
Boardman United Methodist Church’s semi-annual Trash & Treasure Sale which raises $7,000 - $9,000 annually.
He and Kathy enjoy spending time with family and travel extensively throughout the U.S. and Canada. They’re particularly fond of the western U.S. National Parks, including Grand Teton, Yellowstone, Glacier and Mt. Rainier
where to this day they still love to camp, hike, kayak and bike.
When the Longmuirs first came to Youngstown, they had no intention of staying. Over the years, Gordy had a few
chances to obtain a position closer to family, but he didn’t feel any were as good as what he had at YSU. Lucky for
Gordy and us, he had a high school PE teacher who took him under his wing—a teacher he’s very grateful to for
setting him on the right path.
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Past YSURA Events
Bus Trip Through Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania
On October 15, 2019, 48 members and guests traveled through the Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania on a beautiful day complete with fall foliage. Our first stop was in Mill Run to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s historical Fallingwater, an architectural marvel suspended over a waterfall. Lunch was at the rustic/elegant Green Gables Restaurant
in Jennerstown where we also had time to stroll the amazing property. The last stop of the day was in Shanksville
at the Flight 93 National Memorial—a beautiful tribute to the crew/passengers of Flight 93 and a sobering reminder of the events that occurred on that fateful day in September 2001.
Please feel free to visit our website at ysuretirees.org/photos to view pictures of all three venues taken by fellow
YSU retiree, Pat Shively.

Mary Hake & Mary Lou Weingart

Paul & Eva Gucwa

Barbara Brothers & Pat Shively

Bus Trip to Broadway Show: “A Bronx Tale”
A sold-out bus of 55 retirees traveled to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on November 24, 2019 for YSURA’s third and
final Broadway show of the year. Our group was dropped off at Pittsburgh’s Market Square where there was a
choice of several restaurants for dinner and time to shop at the Christmas market. Just around the corner was the
Benedum Center where we later saw “A Bronx Tale.” Set in the Bronx in the 1960s, it told the coming-of-age true
story of an Italian-American boy who, after encountering a local Mafia boss, was torn between the temptations of
organized crime, racism in his community and the values of his hardworking father. The production also featured
original doo-wop tunes with lush harmonies and high energy dance numbers.
YSU Holiday Breakfast
On December 13, 2019, 17 retirees attended the annual YSU holiday breakfast held in the Kilcawley Center Chestnut Room. President Tressel provided an update of activities on campus, thanking all for their hard work and also
indicating that the retirees in attendance were an integral part of the University’s success. Christmas songs were
sung by employees and student groups, and the U.S. Marine who was present for the Toys for Tots program was
introduced and applauded for his service.
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Retiree News From Here, There & Everywhere
JEAN ABOUL-ELA—moved to The Village in Denton,
Texas
EVALINE ABRAM-DIROLL—working part time at Penn
State Shenango in the OTA department; also having fun
with my granddaughters
LOUISE AURILIO—enjoying the grandchildren and
family; doing volunteer work; traveling and teaching part
time
RICHARD BARNES—golfing
KATHY BOUQUET—spending the winter months in
Florida; helping to plan our daughter’s wedding
NORMA BROOKE—enjoying myself with the family and
friends
BARBARA BROTHERS—serve on the boards of YWCA
and Youngstown Rotary, WYSU Advisory Committee,
League of Women Voters, and American Association of
University Women; Secretary to Youngstown Garden Club;
and grandmother to 10 grandchildren, ages 29 to 3
ALICE BUDGE—volunteering on three boards of history,
theater and the University’s Art department
RICH BURNETT—living the good life
DONALD BYO—teaching limited service at YSU and
Westminster; also play in W. D. Packard Concert Band
THEODORE CHROBAK—attending many local concerts
at Warren Civic, Westminster and Slippery Rock University
DENNIS CLOUSE—lots of traveling; playing tennis, golf
and Bridge; enjoy beach walks, reading and volunteering—
all good stuff in a happy retirement
LES COCHRAN—continue to write and have just finished
“Thievery: Catholic Church Exposed!” which documents 97
cases of theft of $100,000
JIM CONSER—occasional traveling, gardening and
church activities; also a member and trustee of local
volunteer fire department in Winona, Ohio
HERVE CORBE—Took the grand tour of Spain and
Portugal with the WYSU last spring; visit our son and his
family in NYC when possible; also enjoying the arts in
Youngstown and at YSU
MARLENE DAILEY—going to lunch and dinner with
friends; enjoy my family, reading, playing cards with my
card club girls, sleeping in (beyond 6 a.m.) and anything
else I choose to do
HARRY DAMPF—every day is enjoyable
CAROLYN DENNY-SCHAEFER—prepared for my
son’s wedding this past New Year’s Eve; still reading,
volunteering at the Butler, playing cards and learning to play
Mahjong
THOMAS DOBBELSTEIN—building a work area in the
garage
JAMES DOUGLASS—traveling and spending summers at
Chautauqua Institution and winter in North Fort Myers,
Florida
JANICE ELIAS—serving as docent at the Butler and on
the board of Mahoning Valley Historical Society; enjoying
ballroom dancing, reading, genealogy and Grapenuts Wine
Dinner Club; traveled to France, Spain, Netherlands and
Italy; active member of First Unitarian Church
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DOMINIC FABRIZIO—traveling and watching
grandchildren
JACK FAHEY—traveling, golfing and grandparenting
KATHYLYNN FELD—spend the summers sailing at
Pymatuning Dam Lake and winter in central Florida
DORCAS FITZGERALD—enjoying each day with
numerous social and church activities in addition to
sewing, Zumba and traveling
SUZANNE FLEMING—traveling, playing golf and
tennis and visiting grandchildren
ELMER FOLDVARY—listening to many types of
music; taking trips to places in the U.S. and Canada; have
great joy being with the grandchildren; going to many
restaurants and trying to lose weight as a result of going to
those many restaurants; attempting to do adequate lawn
care; and very active in the Masonic Lodge
PATRICIA GILLIS—traveling to experience more of
the world outside the U.S.
KATHLEEN L. GLOBECK—enjoying life and
updating our home
JACK GOCALA—spending time with family,
babysitting grandchildren and watching their sporting
events; showing classic cars; selling classic car parts;
teaching in the YSU and KSU police academies; and
maintaining a Mahoning County Reserve Deputy Sheriff’s
position
CHARLOTTE GRANT—relaxing and enjoying
retirement; recently relocated to the Cleveland area
EILEEN GREAF—worked at Bethany College and
Wheeling Jesuit University in West Virginia for a few
years; now fully retired and enjoying a grandson and
granddaughter
GREG GULAS—After The Vindicator ceased operation
on August 31, 2019, I completed my 43rd year as a sports
correspondent and moved over to the Boardman News on
September 1, 2019, where I have been a contributor since
February 1980.
MARY HAKE—spending time with family and friends,
enjoying bus trips and summer weather
STEPHEN & BRIGITTA HANZELY—traveled to
Ireland; volunteer for the AARP to file tax returns for
seniors and low-income families; Steve competes in senior
olympics, ping-pong, tennis and pickleball.
LYNN HAUG—touring beaches in Florida; North
Carolina Outer Banks and Cozumel, Mexico; loved the
YSURA trip to New York City
CAROL HAWKINS—traveled to South America in
December 2018, spend January through March in Florida
INEZ HEAL—traveling, playing bridge, volunteering
and spending time with family and friends
LYN HEMMINGER—traveling
DENNIS HENNEMAN—traveling and involved with the
Greater Youngstown Area Dialogue on Racism; also more
involved with my church as lay leader, choir member
and certified lay speaker to help with pulpit supply for the
United Methodist Church

Continued from page 6
LOIS HOPKINS—taking care of my 100-year-old husband
and playing the piano
MARG KENNEDY—have traveled extensively nationally
and internationally; also spend time with my grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
JO ANN KNAPIC—still volunteering at the Butler Art
Museum for 23 years; also spend time at Lake Erie with
friends and visiting grandchildren
FRIEDRICH KOKNAT—traveling and visiting with
family and friends
STACY KOUTSOUNARIS—spend time with family and
friends, go to the gym, attend some YSURA functions and
PERI luncheons
RICHARD LAUGHLIN—pursuing a PhD in Computer
Security, replaced the last bit of slate roof on the house,
bought a new John Deer lawn tractor, leased a new car, next
year a new concrete driveway and a ramp on the back steps;
no time to work nine hours a day because of meetings and
group gatherings
FRAN LeGOULLON—traveling, volunteering and helping
with the grandchildren
PAT LUMPKIN—teaching tap dancing and training a
parade unit; also a docent at the Butler
PEGGY LYON—still do pet sitting and still love it; plan to
do it as long as I am able
GERTRUDE MARINELLI—church work but can’t walk
well; old age is catching up to me
CHERYL MARKUTEN BOSLEY—work part time
teaching in the Department of Nursing and also play golf
PHYLLIS MIGLARESE—lunching with family and
friends; watching lots of TCM movies and lots of western
movies; still going to casinos and have found a new one
PATRICIA MORELL—go to the casino occasionally and
play cards with friends; eat out every day
HUNTER MORRISON—teaching at CSU for Urban
Studies and YSU for Geography and Urban Regional
Studies; also assist the city on Youngstown’s planning
departments and do traveling
CLEO NASTOPOULOS—traveling, playing pickleball and
golf, going to the Y and also gardening
CAROL O’BRIAN—work part time at a local accounting
firm
TED PEDAS—continue to spend seven months on Sanibel
Island in Florida; spend summers in Farrell, Pa. where I
support the Ted Pedas Planetarium; have donated over $1
million for student/staff awards at Farrell schools
LEN PERRY—teaching online classes and living in Florida
in the winter, spend summers traveling with grandkids,
gardening, volunteering at church and relaxing whenever I
can
PEGGY POTTS—traveling, volunteering, golfing,
gardening and playing pickleball; also work a lot at the Davis
Center
ANN RAUB—volunteering, traveling, golfing and bowling
HARRIET REED—volunteering at Angels for Animals,
traveling and have multiple hobbies
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NORMA REMIAS—busy with the condo association as
president and treasurer
LEW RINGER—enjoy reading, traveling, golfing and
Ubering relatives
KRIS RUSSELL—still working part time as deputy
sheriff; doing crafts, computer activities and going to
grandchild’s sporting events
JO ANN SARICH—enjoying my grandchildren
LOWELL SATRE—reading, bicycling and
volunteering at the Thomas Jefferson National Forest in
Virginia
MARLENE SCHIFFER—had a fantastic family cruise
with our entire family (17 people) to the Caribbean to
celebrate our 60th wedding anniversary
RICK SHALE—searching for ancestors; attended the
Ohio Genealogy Society annual conference and have
done three research trips to the OGS Library in Bellevue,
Ohio; currently co-president of the Boardman Historical
Society
SHARON SHANKS—starting my 14th year of editing
the “Planetarian,” a professional journal of the
International Planetarium Society
PAT SHIVELY—substitute teacher at the Springfield
Local Schools; spend two or three winter months on Pine
Island, Florida; and cruising with Princess Cruise Line
MARY SLAVEN—working part time at the Rotary
Club of Youngstown
LEE SLIVINSKE—teaching part time and traveling
JUNE SNIPES—relaxing, traveling and volunteering;
also go to the gym
DANIEL SUCHORA—teaching part time at YSU and
faculty advisor for the YSU Clay Target Club
SARA SVAGERKO—volunteering at the Butler
Museum Gift Shop and my church; doing dinner or
lunch with my friends from YSU
FRANK TARANTINE—member of the YMCA,
golfing and doing yard and house work
PATRICIA TAYLOR—downsized and moved to
Salem; took an Alaskan cruise; trips to Chicago; going to
shows and taking bus trips
DOLORES TEXTER—enjoy being with family and
friends
MARY PLACE THOMAS—try to go to the Boardman
YMCA twice a week for the “gentle” Yoga class with
really great instructors
RICHARD ULRICH—doing painting for my wife
MAUREEN VENDEMIA—doing some traveling,
teaching part time and helping family
DANIEL WATHEN—enjoying friends and family and
traveling
TINA WEINTZ—enjoying every minute

See below for upcoming event information

Status of Upcoming Events
Freetimers Breakfast—ON HOLD
Date:
Time:
Place:
Note:

First Tuesday of every month
9:00 a.m.
Davidson’s - Canfield Road, Cornersburg
except for April, July & October which are at
Dutch Haus in Columbiana
No membership required

YSURA Spring Luncheon—CANCELLED
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Tuesday, May 6, 2020
11:30 a.m.
A La Cart, Canfield
Jim Tressel, YSU President

YSURA Bus Trip to Broadway Show:
Escape to Margaritaville—CANCELLED
Date:
Time:
Place:

Sunday, May 17, 2020
2:15 p.m. departure
Benedum Center, Pittsburgh, Pa.

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon—ON HOLD
Dates: Second Thursday of every month except January,
February, July & August
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification
Note: Membership required; contact Sue Hirsch at
smhirsch2017@neo.rr.com

YSURA Bus Trip to Broadway Show:
Carousel—CANCELLED
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Time: 11:45 a.m. departure
Place: Freelander Theater, Wooster, Ohio

YSURA Fall Luncheon—TBD
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Place: Ursuline Mother House
Entertainment: Roman Rudnytsky, Concert Pianist

