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From Your President ...
After months of planning, scheduling, re-scheduling, and
canceling events, we’re starting to see some light at the end of
the tunnel. Easing restrictions and wide-spread vaccinations
are gradually making it possible to schedule activities for our
members. It’s hard to believe, but it’s been almost a year and
a half since a YSURA-sponsored event has been held. It
appears time flies even when we’re not having fun.
Re-igniting our group activities will be our 2021 spring
luncheon which is set for May 20, 2021, at A La Cart in
Canfield. Our scheduled speaker, YSU President Jim Tressel,
will provide some insight into the University’s migration through the COVID-19
experience and an update on future initiatives. In addition, recent YSU retirees will
be recognized for their service by Cynthia Kravitz, YSU’s Chief Human Resources
Officer. The 2020-21 and 2021-22 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipients will also be
invited. For everyone’s safety, COVID-19 protocols in effect at the time of the
luncheon will be followed. An event flyer for the luncheon will be distributed
shortly. At last, we’ll have an opportunity to reconnect with friends and colleagues.
As the population receives more vaccinations, entertainment venues are starting to
open their doors and advertise shows and other events. In addition to the spring
luncheon, plans are already underway for our annual fall luncheon to be held at the
Ursuline Center on October 6, 2021. YSU professor emeritus and concert pianist
Roman Rudnytsky will provide the entertainment. I’m also happy to announce that
the monthly Freetimers breakfast gatherings will resume at Davidson’s on Tuesday,
June 1, at 9:00 a.m. Looking to the future, we’re exploring a trip to either Pittsburgh or Cleveland for the “Ain’t Too Proud—The Life and Times of the Temptations” musical in 2022. More events will be scheduled as soon as practical.
YSURA had a successful Fall 2020 scholarship fundraising campaign, resulting in
$8,570 in contributions. Since our initial campaign in 2012, YSU retirees and
friends have donated a total of $90,108, with the market value of the endowment
reaching $100,378 as of December 31, 2020. Our newly selected scholarship
recipients—Lindsey Chludzinski, Kayla Jackson, and Katie Stomski—are profiled
on the next two pages. Chosen from a group of 38 applicants, each student will
receive a $1,000 scholarship for the 2021-22 academic year. Thank you for your
continued generous support of this program.
A few changes have been made to the YSURA website. The Ohio Council of
Higher Education Retirees (OCHER) now has a separate page where notes from
OCHER meetings are presented. These meetings allow representatives from Ohio’s
state university retirement organizations to share information about their organizations, institutions, and the state retirement systems. YSURA is well represented by
Marianne Anderson and George Beelen. In addition, a new page has been added for
articles of interest submitted by retired YSU faculty and staff. More information
regarding submissions is available later in this newsletter.
Cont. on page 2

From Your President, cont.

The absence of in-person gatherings and recent problems with mail deliveries have highlighted the need for
more efficient means of communicating with YSURA members. For you to receive YSURA newsletters,
event flyers, and correspondence in a timely manner, I encourage you to consider signing up for e-mail delivery of these materials. Over half of the YSURA membership currently receive materials in this manner.
Electronic delivery allows us to send materials more quickly with less expense. If you prefer to receive
printed materials rather than electronic, we’ll continue to provide them in that format.
Last but not least, I’m pleased to report that James Scanlon and the late Teresa Riley have been selected as
YSU’s 2021 Heritage Award recipients. The University is foregoing the annual Faculty/Staff Showcase due
to the pandemic, so formal recognition will be given at a later time.
I hope everyone is doing well. I look forward to seeing you at the spring luncheon.

Ed James
President, YSURA

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees
Robert Butcher
IT Customer Services

Jacqueline Mazzocca
Facilities

Joseph Conroy
Andrews Student Recreation & Wellness Center

Robert Mistovich
Facilities

Cherryl Ellis
Dean’s Office, College of Liberal Arts, Social
Sciences & Education

Greg Moring
Dean’s Office, College of Creative Arts

Catherine Fiorini
Undergraduate Admissions
Rita Kennehan
Health Professions

Joseph Schialdone
YSU Police
Elaine Sewell
Maag Library

Introducing the 2021-22 YSU Retirees Scholarship Recipients
LINDSEY CHLUDZINSKI is a 2017 graduate of David Anderson High School in
Lisbon, Ohio. She’s a senior in Biology (Pre-Physical Therapy), minoring in Chemistry and Spanish, and has a 4.0 GPA. She’ll earn a Bachelor of Science degree in
May 2021 and then begin YSU’s graduate program in Physical Therapy.
Lindsey works as a shift manager at Subway and as a writing consultant for the
Writing Center. She participates in YSU’s Pen Pals program and is co-founder and
president of the ‘Knit Together, Stitch Together’ student organization; president of
the Future Physical Therapist Society; and treasurer of the STEM Leadership
Society.
Lindsey credits YSU for teaching and challenging her beyond her expectations.
Some of her most meaningful experiences have stemmed from the dedicated passion
of YSU’s faculty and staff and the time they invested in her. She’s been involved in several interdisciplinary
research projects and presentations, participated in a wide variety of clubs and organizations, and made
friends from all walks of life and all over the world.
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KAYLA JACKSON is a 2018 graduate of Leetonia High School and a senior in
Mechanical Engineering with a 3.95 GPA.
Kayla is the membership educator of Phi Sigma Rho and the treasurer of YSU’s
Adventure Recreation program. She’s also a member of Tau Beta Pi and the STEM
Leadership Society and has volunteered for the Boys and Girls Club of Youngstown and the local Little League organization.
Kayla indicates that YSU has given her opportunities she never thought possible.
She’s made lifelong friendships, gained books upon books of knowledge, and is
highly regarded by faculty. Kayla is currently an undergraduate assistant teaching
first-year engineering courses. She’s also been hired to assist with a National Science Foundation grant to help recruit female engineering students. In addition,
she’ll serve an internship at Goodyear Global Tire Company this summer.
Attending college during a pandemic has had its challenges, but what Kayla will remember most about this
difficult time is the resiliency of not just herself but also her professors, the community, and YSU.
KATIE STOMSKI is a 2018 graduate of West Geauga High School in Chesterland, Ohio. A first-generation college student, she has a 3.70 GPA and is majoring
in Biology with a minor in Chemistry.
Katie is a member of the Women’s YSU Club Soccer Team, National Society of
Collegiate Scholars, Sigma Alpha Lambda, and the National Society of Leadership
and Success. She works at Sweet Melissa’s Good Eats and is also an office assistant in the Rayen School of Engineering.
Katie thanks YSU for opening her eyes to many opportunities and giving her
confidence in her future. She had no idea how much she would fall in love with the
University by the end of her first semester. Her initial interest was in the radiology
program, but after one class in anatomy and physiology, she realized she was
interested in much more than radiology. She’s currently pursuing medical scribe licensure so she can work as
a TeleScribe this summer. After graduating from YSU, she plans to attend physician assistant school.

In Memory of Our YSU Colleagues
Richard Burden, 76
2/1/2021
Retired 2006, Mathematics

Stanley Guzell, 73
3/6/2021
Retired 2013, Management

Wealthie Prince, 96
1/10/2021
Retired 1992, Records

Betty DeArcangelis, 88
3/26/2021
Retired 1996, Financial Aid

Clark King, 69
5/4/2020
Retired 2005, Facilities

John “Jack” Ritter, 81
1/13/2021
Retired 1996, Civil Engineering

Eleanor DeLuco, 90
3/7/2021
Retired 1993, Registration

Carol Mikanowicz, 78
12/20/2020
Retired 2011, Health Professions

Janice Schnall, 72
10/10/2020
Retired 2008, Library

Mary Anna Evans, 95
12/29/2020
Retired 1990, Bursar

Ted Pedas, 82
3/11/2021
Retired 1993, Physics & Astronomy

Dolores “Dee” Texter, 82
3/27/2021
Retired 2011, Admissions

Maria Figas, 97
2/15/2021
Retired 1992, Janitorial Services
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Student Newspaper Turns 90
On January 14, 2021, The Jambar celebrated a milestone birthday. Ninety years prior, Burke Lyden and a
group of students launched the first-ever version of Youngstown College’s student newspaper. Named after a
tool used to clean iron furnaces, initially there was no operating budget to print The Jambar so readers were
charged two cents per copy. With a readership of approximately 40 students the first year, little was raised to
cover the cost of paper and mimeograph stencils. Fortunately, the paper was funded the following year which
allowed it to be printed at a commercial printer.
The Jambar was ever present on campus throughout our YSU careers, with some of our retirees serving as student editor, staff member, contributor, or advisor. Recently the paper received ten awards from the Ohio News
Media Association in categories ranging from news coverage to opinion writing to website design. To show
just how far The Jambar has come in nine decades, the January 14, 1931, mimeographed version has been
posted at www.ysuretirees.org/news.

YSU Penguin Pantry
A collaboration between the Student Government Association and the Office of Student Outreach and Support,
YSU’s Penguin Pantry provides assistance to students in need of food and basic necessities, operating entirely
on donations from faculty, staff, and the community. Since it’s been an important resource for many students
during the pandemic, the YSURA Board of Directors voted at its March 3, 2021, meeting to donate $200 to the
Penguin Pantry.
Retirees who want to provide additional assistance may do so by
any of the following ways:




Dropping off canned goods at the Penguin Pantry during its
hours of operation. The Pantry is located on the second floor of
Kilcawley Center just inside the Elm Street entrance
Placing an order for items through the Pantry’s Amazon wish
list at https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
genericItemsPage/2LYJ9TJQJ119H
Making a contribution through the YSU Foundation

For more information, visit the Penguin Pantry’s website at https://sga.ysu.edu/initiatives/food-pantry/ or contact Student Government President Justin Shaughnessy at jashaughnessy01@student.ysu.edu. If that name
sounds familiar, most likely it’s because Justin was one of our 2020-21 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipients.

Sharing of Articles and Speeches
Do you have an article or speech you’d like to share with your fellow YSU retirees? If so, you may submit it
to ysuretirees@gmail.com to be considered for posting in this newsletter or on our website. Submissions
should be YSU related and avoid politics and religion.
To kick off this new venture, two articles have been posted at www.ysuretirees.org/articles, both authored by
Tom Shipka: (1) YSU Spring 2020 commencement speech entitled “Bucking the Trend,” and (2) “Recollections of the Formation and Evolution of the YSU-OEA, 1971-1986.” We think you’ll find both to be interesting reads.
Disclaimer: The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed in articles and speeches belong solely to the authors
and not necessarily YSURA.
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Retiree News From Here, There & Everywhere
JAMES AMRICH—thanks to COVID-19, haven’t
been doing anything but staying at home
MARIANNE ANDERSON—before COVID, traveling; currently reading, cooking, enjoying time with
friends, and anything else I want to do
PAMELA BALENT—working part time, enjoying
outdoor activities such as golfing, kayaking, and hiking and loving life
JONELLE BEATRICE—playing tennis every day
and also sharpening my piano-playing skills
GEORGE BEELEN—traveling, reading, participating in several community organizations, notably
Ohio Cultural Alliance which is now merged with the
Mahoning Valley Historical Society
KATHY BOUQUET—We’ve been traveling to
Florida in winter months. In 2020 we had weddings
planned for both our children which were postponed
to 2021 with fingers crossed! I hope all are safe and
well during these uncertain times.
ROBIN BRADLEY—traveling and just doing “me”
BRIAN BRENNAN—traveling and volunteer work
BARBARA BROTHERS—volunteer for Senior
Support Action Group to deliver food; YWCA Board
of Directors; Youngstown Garden Club secretary;
Youngstown Rotary Board; League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown Board; walking at least
three miles a day; using Zoom a lot to communicate
with family and friends here and in California, Montana, North Carolina, and Qatar
RICH BURNETT—playing golf, hanging with my
friends, and walking my dog
DONALD BYO—teaching YSU applied music students online
CATHERINE CALA—doing DYI house projects
THEODORE CHROBAK—staying close to home
and working in the yard
DENNIS CLOUSE—enjoy playing tennis, golf,
bridge, and poker and also doing scotch and bourbon;
mostly travel in Europe, Africa, Alaska, South America, Central America, and Panama Canal; have had to
cancel several international and domestic trips in the
past year
LES COCHRAN—doing projects such as moving
15 tons of boulder with a backhoe operator, laying 25
stepping-stones and mortaring stairs, and drawing up
house plans for friends; also writing a documentary,
“Thievery in Catholic Church Exposed!”
MARLENE DAILEY—because of the pandemic,
I’ve been tending to some overdue household chores
(kitchen cupboards and closets); also doing a lot of
reading, usually a few books a week
HARRY DAMPF—been watching the virus go by
JANET DEL BENE—I continue to do research as
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COVID-19 doesn’t affect the computer! In March
2020, there was a celebration at YSU marking the
publication of my 300th scientific paper which was a
wonderful event.
MARIA DELOST—doing book edits, crafts, and
exercise
CAROLYN DENNY-SCHAEFER—I’m doing
well, all things considered. Retirement has been busy
and 2020 started out terrific with my son getting married on New Year’s Eve, with all the activities held
downtown at Stambaugh. After coming home from
the Philadelphia Flower Show, everything closed.
I’m looking forward to better days.
MARY LOU DI PILLO—babysitting our granddaughter, serving on the Ohio Deans Compact on Exceptional Children and the state P-20 Collaborative
on Literacy, working on leadership training for YSU,
and Walsh University redesign of reading courses
THOMAS DOCTOR—sold my large home and
moved to James Place into a villa; also swimming,
reading books, and watching news due to COVID-19
and the civil unrest in our great country
JAMES DOUGLASS—reading, traveling, and
enjoying grandkids; spending summers at Chautauqua Institute in New York
DOMINIC FABRIZIO—watching the grandchildren and traveling
LENA FABRIZIO—reading, crafting, sewing projects, and clothing alterations which have gotten me
through the virus shutdown; very much miss traveling and theatre and am so looking forward to the day
when these activities can resume
KATHYLYNN FELD—spending winters in Fruitland Park, Florida and spring, summer, and fall in
New Castle, Pa. where we do sailing at Pymatuning
Dam whenever possible
SUZANNE FLEMING—visiting grandchildren,
doing home projects, and traveling
PATRICIA GILLIS—working hard at a true
‘warhawk’ return to good health
KATHLEEN GLOBECK—Since we’ve been
unable to travel, I’ve begun scanning all my old photos to get them organized into online albums.
RONALD GOULD—traveling; spending time at
Lake Michigan house in North Muskegon, Michigan;
write program notes for the Youngstown Symphony;
member of YSURA Board; and enjoy reading and
exercising at YMCA and JCC
JEAN ANNE GOVE—doing less than I thought I
would when I first retired
CHARLOTTE GRANT—relaxing with the family
EILEEN GREAF—babysitting grandchildren and
not much else these days

GREG GULAS—currently on the sports staff of the
Boardman News
MARY HAKE—enjoying the beautiful weather,
walking, and watching my nieces play softball
STEPHEN & BRIGITTA HANZELY—Steve is
volunteering with Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) at the Boardman Library, playing pickleball,
involved in a tree-planting project endorsed by YSU,
and engaging with YSU freshman students. Brigitta is
making facemasks.
ANNER HARDIN—recently moved and getting
adjusted while enjoying my new location; always
thanking and praising God for the many blessings he
has bestowed upon me - to God be the glory!
LYNN HAUG—planned my daughter Heidi’s
showers and wedding in Charlotte, NC for May 2020,
then due to COVID pandemic had to re-plan my
daughter’s showers and wedding
CAROL HAWKINS—traveled to South Africa and
Victoria Falls in October 2019 and Florida from
January through April 2020
MARY ANN HAYDU—doing yard work, catching
up on projects that I started years ago, and not much
else since confined to our home
INEZ HEAL—volunteering, traveling, and spending
time with family and friends; also playing lots of
bridge
LYN HEMMINGER—traveling and having fun
DENNIS HENNEMAN—Although I’ve reduced my
involvement in theatre, except for being an
appreciative audience member, I did the fight
choreography for Opera Western Reserve’s production
of Verdi’s Macbeth last season. The COVID-19
pandemic has limited many of my activities, but I do
try to remain active with the Greater Youngstown
Community Dialogue on Racism (GYCDOR). I’m
also involved in church activities of Boardman United
Methodist Church as liturgist, communion steward,
and chancel choir member. I also provide pulpit supply
for area churches as a Certified Lay Speaker for the
East Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church
for which I was named 2019-2020 “Lay Speaker of the
Year” for the Mahoning Valley District.
ROSE HIPPLE—enjoying as many things as possible, spending winters in Florida, and waiting for
COVID-19 to end so I can get back to enjoying all of it
EDWARD HOLISKY—doing the same old stuff
LOIS HOPKINS—caregiver for my husband who
died October 24, 2019; working jigsaw puzzles;
playing the piano for a half hour every morning; have
been quarantined since March 13, 2020 because of the
pandemic and stay in our rooms which is a very
interesting lifestyle
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MICHAEL HRIPKO—doing consulting, board
membership, and traveling
ELAINE JACOBS—giving back time to my alma
mater, Liberty Schools; coaching middle school
basketball
ED JAMES—YSURA Board, boating, golfing, and
working on home projects
DONNA JAMES—working on projects around the
house, working out every day at the JCC, and
walking near my house
ROY JOHN—adjunct instructor for PSU World
Campus; instruct courses in SQL and networking
fundamentals online; also completed a lot of projects
at my kids’ houses and can’t wait until there is a
vaccine
RUBY JONES—presently enjoying two grandchildren and eventually seeing more of the world
JO ANN KNAPIC—due to COVID-19, all my
plans for vacation were cancelled; spent time in
Conneaut on Lake Erie only and volunteered at
Butler Art when open
FRIEDRICH KOKNAT—took a grand European
River cruise, worked on the family history, visited
our son in California and our other son’s family in
Columbus
STACY KOUTSOUNARIS—trying to stay safe
JODIE KRONTIRIS-LITOWITZ—volunteering
with a group that sews sleeping bags for the
homeless and blankets for clients of the Haven of
Rest Facility
PATTY LA PRESTA—haven’t been doing much
since the pandemic hit other than projects around the
house
FRAN LE GOULLON—spending time with my
grandbabies, gardening, bicycling, hiking, traveling,
volunteering, and doing remodeling projects
GORDY LONGMUIR—having fun with
grandkids, golfing, and traveling when we can
PEGGY LYON—still pet sitting and loving it
GERTRUDE MARINELLI—my babysitting job is
over, still helping at church when I can, staying in
the house, and getting in trouble
CHERYL BOSLEY—homeschooling grandkids,
doing winter and summer home improvements, and
golfing
CAROL MC GUINNESS—lots of gardening and
doing our part in staying at home; have been
wearing our masks and social distancing when we do
have to go out; unfortunately, I haven’t been social
distancing from my refrigerator
PHYLLIS MIGLARESE—during the pandemic,
watching lots of game shows and western movies
and caring for my house

JOSEPH MISTOVICH—continuing to write my
15th textbook in the area of emergency medical service and also doing woodworking
PATRICIA MORELL—due to COVID-19, have
been staying home and looking at TV
HUNTER MORRISON—teaching part time at CSU
and YSU and consulting with the City of Youngstown; pre-COVID traveling
CAROL O’BRIAN—working part time at a CPA
firm
BARBARA ORTON—enjoying retirement
LEN PERRY—traveling, living in Florida during the
winter, teaching online classes at three universities;
enjoy summers with grandkids; lots of fishing and
wishing this pandemic was over
PEGGY POTTS—volunteering at Second Harvest
and St. Jude Church; enjoy reading, pickleball, golf,
gardening, spending time in Florida, and traveling
both in USA and abroad
MARY JANE QUARANTA—enjoy being with
family and grandson named Oliver
ANN RAUB—enjoy traveling, reading, bowling,
golfing, and volunteering
NORMA REMIAS—grandparenting, treasurer of
the condo association for 23 years, and president for
8 years (currently hold both offices)
LEONARD RITZ—enjoy fishing, boating, hunting,
and traveling once the COVID-19 vaccine becomes
available
LOIS ROMITO—enjoy golfing and pickleball
KRIS RUSSELL—active as a reserve deputy at
MCSO, Lt. of Canfield Fairgrounds Police, and
enjoying the grandchildren
LOWELL SATRE—continuing to volunteer at a
National Forest in Virginia, reading a good deal, gardening, and much less travel
MARLENE SCHIFFER—Like so many others, our
grandson’s May 2020 wedding was cancelled and so
was a family trip to Arizona. We did have happy
news—our granddaughter in Columbus got engaged.
I pray we’ll all return to normalcy soon.
PATTY SEACHMAN—traveling to NC to visit our
grandchildren, meeting with other retirees for lunches/dinners (until March of 2020 of course!), and
moved to a new house so have been keeping busy in
that regard
SHARON SHANKS—continue to edit Planetarian,
the professional journal of the International Planetarium Society; welcomed first grandchild, Ellis Christine Shanks, in January 2019
TOM SHIPKA—president of my condo association
LEE SLIVINSKE—teaching part time
JUNE SNIPES—relaxing, traveling, and going to the
gym
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SANDY STANHOPE—moved from our home of
50 years in Hartford to Galena, Ohio to be closer to
our kids and eight grandkids. With COVID-19
becoming serious shortly after our move, we can
only see them at a distance for now
DANIEL SUCHORA—teaching at YSU part time
and coaching the YSU Clay Target Club
SARA SVAGERKO—Ha! Ha! What am I doing?
Zippo, not one thing! I thank God I’m surviving. Stay
safe everyone. Hope to see you in 2021.
FRANK TARANTINE—yard and home maintenance, golfing, and spending winter months in Florida
PATRICIA TAYLOR—sold my house of 38 years
and moved to Salem; got married October 2019; hoping to go on an Alaskan cruise in May; doing lots of
home remodeling; enjoying time on our deck and the
flowers in the yard
MARY PLACE THOMAS—trying to stay healthy
NANCY TIEDEMAN—just trying to stay healthy;
sometimes I go to the casino
RICHARD ULRICH—hospitalized and now on
dialysis
MAUREEN VENDEMIA—teaching part time, caring for family, and traveling pre-COVID
DANIEL WATHEN—not doing much lately, mostly
reading and watching reruns
MARY LOU WEINGART—staying active and
keeping busy
JANE WETZEL—enjoying tennis, golf, travel, and
playing with the grandchildren
BARBARA WIDOMSKI—will travel after a vaccine becomes available for COVID-19, but only
domestic travel rather than international
NOREEN YAZVAC—enjoying painting (both taking classes and teaching classes); assisting my elderly
parents with errands, cooking, and cleaning

See below for recommended readings and viewings

Recommended Readings & Viewings
Looking for a good book to read or something to view on Netflix or Amazon Prime? Here are several recommendations from your fellow retirees to help pass the time until we can return to our regular activities:















A Fall of Marigolds (Susan Meissner)
American Dirt (Jeanine Cummins)
Britt-Marie Was Here (Fredrik Backman)
Caste (Isabel Wilkerson)
Chief Inspector Gamache Series (Louise Penny)
Comfort and Joy (Kristin Hannah)
The Book of Lost Names (Kristin Harmel)
The Gate House (Nelson DeMille)
The Hebbie-Jebbie Girl (Susan Petrone)
The Henna Artist (Alka Joshi)
The Midnight Library (Matt Haig)
The Return (Nicholas Sparks)
The Supremes at Earl's All-You-Can-Eat (Edward
Kelsey Moore)















Dream of Italy (Amazon Prime)
Fisherman’s Friends (Netflix)
Molly’s Game (Netflix)
Ozark (Netflix)
Penguin Bloom (Netflix)
Ride Like a Girl (Netflix)
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (Amazon Prime)
The Crown (Netflix)
The Impossible (Netflix)
The Kominsky Method (Netflix)
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel (Amazon Prime)
The Queen’s Gambit (Netflix)
The Trial of the Chicago 7 (Netflix)

