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Fall is here and it’s time for the YSURA Board 
to review activities from 2023 and start plan-
ning events for 2024. As you’ll see under “Past 
Events,” members enjoyed a number of activi-
ties in 2023. Coming in October is the annual 
fall luncheon and in December is YSU’s holi-
day breakfast. If you haven’t sent in your reser-
vation form for the fall luncheon, please do so 
by September 26.  
 
For 2024, we have one theater trip planned so 
far with other events and trips under considera-

tion. If there are any events or trips you’d like to recommend, please let 
one of our Board members know. While we try to offer our trips at cost, 
prices for charter bus rentals and ticket prices for the Broadway touring 
shows continue to rise along with everything else. While you’ll see mod-
erate increases in the cost of events, rest assured we’ll keep our trip prices 
as low as possible. 
 
The annual YSU Retirees Scholarship solicitation will be arriving in your 
mailbox soon. Donations prior to this year's solicitation total just under 
$106,000, thanks to your generosity, and we look forward to increasing 
the principal with additional contributions. Keep in mind that, as an 
endowment, your donations will support our scholarships in perpetuity.  
 
YSU Interim President Helen Lafferty has recently named a new YSURA 
member to replace Bege Bowers, who has relocated, on the Heritage 
Award Committee. Jan Elias will be joining Mary Hake and Pam  
Palumbo as YSURA’s three representatives on the sixteen-member com-
mittee.  
 
If you haven’t already renewed your YSURA membership for 2023-2024, 
please renew it as soon as possible to ensure you continue to receive 
future Couriers, event flyers and other communications. Misplaced your 
renewal form or know of a new retiree who may want to join? Member-
ship renewal and new membership applications are available on the  
YSURA website. Whether renewing or applying for the first time, we 
encourage you to select the electronic communications option.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at YSURA’s future events. 

 
Ed James - President, YSURA 

 

From Your President . . . 

 

   Fall 2023 

http://www.ysuretirees.org
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Past Events 

Alan Jacobs, Bob Tupaj, Helen Lafferty, Sue Miller & Rick Ritchie 

Bus Trip to Broadway Show: Tina—The Tina Turner Musical 
On May 7, 2023, 54 retirees and guests traveled to Cleveland to see Tina—The Tina Turner Musical at the 
Connor Palace in Playhouse Square. Born Anna Mae Bullock in Nutbush, Tennessee, the show documented 
Tina’s childhood, career beginnings and abusive marriage while with Ike Turner, and her legendary comeback 
in the 1980s. Some, but not all, of the musical numbers included “Proud Mary,” “Nutbush City Limits,” 
“What’s Love Got to Do With It,” “Better Be Good To Me,” “We Don’t Need Another Hero,” “Private  
Dancer,” and “The Best.” 
  
Before the show, theater goers had a choice for dinner at one of the many restaurants on the East Bank of the 
Cleveland Flats. After undergoing a $750 million redevelopment, what was once known as party central in the 
1980s and 1990s is now a premier dining, entertainment and residential area. If you haven’t been there in  
recent years, it’s worth checking out the next time you’re in Cleveland. You’ll be surprised at the difference 
from back in the day. 
  

 

Spring Luncheon 
YSURA’s annual spring luncheon was held at A La Cart in Canfield on May 18, 2023, with 58 in attendance. 
Recent retirees were recognized along with one of the 2023-2024 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipients. Many 
had the opportunity to speak personally with YSU Interim President Helen Lafferty before she addressed the 
audience. 

Jan Elias & Marlene Dailey Gordy Longmuir & Tom Bodnovich Interim President Helen Lafferty & Scholar-

ship Recipient Samantha Sloan 
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Bus Trip to Broadway Show:  Anything Goes 
Forty-three retirees boarded a bus to Pittsburgh the afternoon of Saturday, June 17, 2023, headed for the Bene-
dum Center for the Broadway musical Anything Goes. Our extremely competent bus driver got us through a 
traffic tie-up to make sure we arrived on time for the matinee show. The musical was performed beautifully, 
and the songs of Cole Porter such as “I Get a Kick Out of You,” “You’re The Top,” “It’s De-lovely” and, of 
course, “Anything Goes,” along with other favorites, were expertly presented by the Pittsburgh CLO Orches-
tra. After the show, we were bussed to Station Square for dinner where there was a selection of good restau-
rants from which to choose. We were also privy to an unexpected side show during the ride to dinner as we 
witnessed patrons making their way to the Taylor Swift concert that evening. The “Swifties” were certainly a 
sight to behold! 
 
 

Bus Trip to Gervasi Vineyard & Fannie May/Harry London Chocolate Factory 
On August 29, 2023, 48 members and guests visited the beautiful Gervasi Vineyard in Canton, Ohio. During 
the luncheon and wine tasting, we were provided an overview of the impressive Tuscan-themed property and 
how its 55 acres have been developed over the years. The latest additions include a full-service spa, an under-
ground tasting room called The Cave, and The Still House, which features a coffee house, cocktail lounge,  
cigar lounge and state-of-the-art distillery. Following lunch, the group visited The Marketplace boutique and 
had a chance to sit outside and enjoy the beautiful weather sitting in Adirondak chairs by the lake. 
 
Next was a visit to the Fannie May/Harry London Chocolate Factory. With 48 people in the retail candy store 
at one time, the lone cash register was quite busy! A short historical film was shown and a tour of the facility 
was provided, including a view of the chocolate candy production line. Many retirees reminisced about the  
hilarious I Love Lucy episode when Lucy and Ethel worked on a chocolate factory production line. 

Upper left: Marlene & Joe Schiffer 

Lower left: Mary Kay Earnhart & Mary Slaven 

Middle: Mary Hake, Lena Fabrizio, & Pam Horvath 

Upper right: Hunter Morrison & Barbara Orton 

Lower right: Betty & George Beelen 



Fal l  2023—Page 4  

Heritage Award Recipients 

Joseph Mosca and the late Syretha Cooper were recognized as the 2023 Heritage Award recipients at YSU’s 
Board of Trustees meeting on June 22, 2023.  

 
Joseph Mosca served YSU from 1989 to 2019 as Assistant Professor, Associate 
Professor, Assistant to the Dean, Chair, Associate Dean, the Dean of the Bitonte 
College of Health and Human Services, and finally, Interim Provost and Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs. Dr. Mosca’s awards include: the Edna K. McDonald Cul-
tural Awareness Award, the Watson Merit Award, and the Distinguished Professor-
ship and Distinguished Service Award. He is a licensed 
independent social worker and has served as a board 
member for Meridian Services, Mahoning County Men-
tal Health, Fish Samaritan House and the Ohio Chil-
dren’s Trust Fund. 
 
Syretha Cooper worked in the YSU Department of  
Social Work from 1969 to 1996 as Assistant Professor, 
Professor and Chair. In fact, Dr. Cooper was the first  
African American to Chair the Social Work Department. 

Dr. Cooper’s honors and awards include Who’s Who Among Black Americans, the 
McGuffey Centre Hall of Fame Award in Education, Outstanding Teacher of the 
Year, YSU Black United Students, and the Ohio Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Social Worker Region 4 Teacher of the Year. The Dr. Syretha F. Cooper Me-
morial Scholarship in Social Work was founded in her memory and continues her 
legacy of helping students. 

New YSU Brand 

When YSU opened its door for fall semester, it did so with a new brand designed 
to capture the essence of what Youngstown State University represents. Know Y 
will replace the Y and Proud previously used and will add new meaning to the 
iconic block “Y” on campus with the “Y” now a visual representation of the Uni-
versity’s pride, progress and purpose. 
 
YSU’s chief marketing officer Ross Morrone said, “I am excited about what it 
means for our campus and the trajectory of the University” explaining that the 
new Know Y is building curiosity and is intentionally designed to get people talk-
ing and asking questions to learn more about the University. Morrone also stated, 

“This rollout is more than just a change in words; it represents the essence of YSU’s spirit, values and vision 
for the future.” 
 
In an article appearing in The Jambar, Morrone was quoted as saying, “We’re hardworking. We’re blue-
collared. We’re ambitious – our students are ambitious.” He added that the essence of the new Know Y is, 
“Knowing that although you might (not know) what you’re going to get out of it, you know you made the 
right choice to come here.”  
 
To determine the new YSU brand, a company based in Pittsburgh coordinated interviews with students, fac-
ulty and staff. According to Morrone, the interviews weren’t all positive or all negative, but the new YSU 
campaign was made up of that balance. 
 
The Get to Know Y graphic on the next page was designed to help people answer the question, “Why 
Youngstown State University?” Courier Assistant Editor Pat Shively contacted several YSU graduates and  
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posed that very ques-
tion. They were also 
asked what they believe 
sets YSU apart from 
other educational insti-
tutions and to share 
their YSU experiences. 
 
Max Gocala-Nguyen, a 
2015 YSU graduate 
who is the Director of 
Undergraduate Recruit-
ment and Engagement 
at George Mason University, said that getting involved with organizations and on-campus jobs allowed him to 
grow as a person, student and citizen. Gocala-Nguyen added, “I stepped outside my bubble and started to  
expand my viewpoints and perspectives. He concluded by saying, “Sounds lofty, but through my involvement 
I found a passion and career, ways to give back, and created a plethora of meaningful connections and friends 
along the way.” 
 
Kelly Johnston, who graduated from YSU in 2012 with her undergraduate degree and in 2017 with her mas-
ter’s, explained that had she not been hired by the Center for Student Progress, she probably would not have 
stayed at YSU. Johnston writes, “I was a commuter kid. I wasn’t involved or invested. I was going through 
the motions and miserable. Once I was hired at the CSP, I was exposed to so many opportunities and really 
fell in love with YSU.” Johnston, who now teaches English at Springfield High School, continued, “I was 
happier and more confident in my program. It allowed me to reach out and know my professors, which in  
return made me want to continue my education at YSU for my master’s degree.” 
 
John Vogel, a 2015 YSU graduate and Assistant Director of Athletic Communications at YSU, shared his “Y” 
by writing, “My wife and I are both YSU alums, and we loved our time as members and undergraduates in the 
University Scholars Program. The staff members I interacted with, both in the Scholars Program and across 
campus, were incredibly supportive in many areas, such as juggling classes from different academic areas to 
ensure I was on track to graduate and encouraging opportunities to get involved with extracurricular activities. 
I made lifelong friends and professional connections that have helped in my career at YSU, and it’s amazing 
to think how much this campus has affected my life since I arrived as a freshman 21 years ago.”  
 
One of the newest YSU graduates, Madison Horvath, who received her associate degree in 2022, shared, “My 
experience at YSU was positive and left me with the knowledge I need to succeed in my future endeavors. I 
found that collaborating with peers along with making use of the study areas on campus were very helpful in 
my studies.” Horvath, who is a 2020 Springfield Local graduate, is now a student at Casal Aveda Institute and 
will graduate from Casal in spring 2024. 
 
Judging by the comments made from these former students, Know Y is the perfect brand for YSU. The 
reimagined logo reinforces the University’s commitment to the community, forging a stronger bond between 
YSU, its surroundings and its students. And a powerful video posted online at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pYSutL_RgXA emphasizes the new brand even more.  

YSU Escort Services  

Do you or someone you know have a mobility issue that makes it difficult to go to YSU’s campus? If so,  
door-to-door or parking lot-to-door pick-up service can be requested. This service is provided by the YSU Police 
Department's student escorts and includes wheelchair pick-up, golf cart pick-up, or walking escort service. The ser-
vice must be requested in advance by completing and submitting an application on their website at www.ysu.edu/
ysu-police/ysu-student-security-service. For more information on this program, call 330-941-1515. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYSutL_RgXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYSutL_RgXA
http://www.ysu.edu/ysu-police/ysu-student-security-service
http://www.ysu.edu/ysu-police/ysu-student-security-service
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Past Scholarship Recipients - Where Are They Now? 

In Memoriam 

William Countryman, 80 
6/1/23 
Retired 2008, Registration 
 
Jack Frankenburg, 85 
8/8/23 
Retired 1995, Arts & Sciences 
 
Beverly Gaudio, 82 
4/28/23 
Retired 2002, New Student Relations 
 
Margaret Horvath, 93 
5/9/23 
Retired 1995, Human Ecology   
 

Paul Lambert, 72 
8/5/23 
Retired 2008, Facilities Maintenance 
 
Patricia Morell, 89 
9/14/23 
Retired 1996, Bursar’s Office 
 
Earnest White, Sr., 90 
6/1/23 
Retired 1992, Maintenance 

 

Pictured from left to right are: 

 

Lindsey Chludzinski - graduated from YSU in May 2021 with a B.S. in Biology and minors in Spanish and 
Chemistry. Following graduation, she started YSU’s Physical Therapy program and will earn her Doctorate in 
Physical Therapy in December 2023. She also served as a graduate assistant in the Sokolov Honors College from 
2021 to 2023. 
 
Kayla Jackson - graduated from YSU in June 2022 with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering. She’s employed at 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in Akron, Ohio, as a tread and cavity engineer specializing in the design and 
analysis of tire models. 
 
Katie Stomski - graduated from YSU in December 2022 with a B.S. in Biology. She works as a caregiver for  
Always Neighbors in Columbus, Ohio, and is enrolled in the Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies pro-
gram at Marietta College. 
 
Laura Walker - graduated from YSU in May 2021 with a B.S. in Education/Early Childhood Intervention and an 
endorsement in teaching English as a second language. She’s in her third year as a special education  
K-2 teacher at Trailside Point Elementary School in Phoenix, Arizona, and will begin a master’s program in 
Speech and Language Pathology in 2024.  
 

Note:  All were 2021-2022 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipients with the exception of Laura Walker who was a 
2018-2019 recipient. 
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Congratulations to the Latest Retirees 

Kimberly Ballone, Centofanti School of Nursing 
James Benedict, Graduate Studies in Health and Rehabilitation Services 

Theodore Bosela, School of Comp Science Info & Engineering Tech 
Philip Brady, English and World Languages 
Gerald Brandenstein, IT Customer Service 

Jayne Caputo, Registrar's Office 
Guang-Hwa (Andy) Chang, Mathematics & Statistics 

Ronald Cole, Marketing & Communications 
Stephen Flora, Psychological Sciences and Counseling 

Neil Flowers, Mathematics & Statistics 
Lonnie Gentry, Health Professions 

Richard Goldthwait, Mathematics & Statistics 
Paul Gordiejew, Humanities & Social Sciences 

Phyllis Johnson, Social Work 
Cynthia Kravitz, Human Resources 
Carol Lamb, Dean's Office - STEM 

Susan Lisko, Centofanti School of Nursing 
Heather Lorimer, Chemical and Biological Sciences 
Don Martin, Psychological Sciences and Counseling 

Matthew Mazuroski, Dana School of Music and University Theatre 
Hojjat Mehri, Rayen School of Engineering 

Tom Oder, PAGES 
Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez, Humanities & Social Sciences 

Anna Pascarella, Delivery Services 
Michael Pieton, YSU Police Department 

Rick Ritchie, University Bursar 
Molly Roche, Centofanti School of Nursing 

Stephen Rodabaugh, Mathematics & Statistics 
Sylvia Rupert, Dean's Office - STEM 

Jim Tressel, President 
James Umble, Dana School of Music and University Theatre 

Nancy Wagner, Centofanti School of Nursing 

Change to Retiree Parking Permits 

As some of you are already aware, YSU parking permit applications are not being mailed to individual retir-
ees as was the practice in years past. Free permits are available for YSU retirees to park in the M (mixed park-
ing) lots; however, to obtain one you must go to the YSU Parking Services office located in Smith Hall, 275 
Fifth Avenue (corner of Fifth and Lincoln) across from Enterprise Car Rental. For quick access to Smith Hall, 
parking spaces are available directly in front of the building. A parking pass application can be completed at 
that time, and you will receive a free retiree parking permit in a matter of minutes.  
 
During its September meeting, the YSURA Board of Directors discussed the change to retiree parking permits 
and will meet with a member of YSU’s administration in October to further discuss the matter. Any new  
developments will be communicated to our members. 



 

Upcoming Events 

 

YSU Holiday Breakfast 
 

Date: December 2023 (exact date TBA) 
Time: 8:00 a.m. 
Place: YSU Kilcawley Center 

See below for upcoming events 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:     1st Tuesday of every month 
Time:    9:00 a.m. 
Place:     Dutch Haus, Columbiana  

 (until further notice) 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon (2023-24) 
 

Dates: September 14, October 12, November 9, December 
14, March 14, April 11, May 9 & June 13 (2nd 
Thursday of the month except January, February, 
July & August; December date is an exception) 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification 

 

YSURA Fall 2023 Luncheon 
 

Date: October 5, 2023 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 
Place: A La Cart, Canfield 
 

 

YSURA Bus Trip to Clue: A New Comedy 
 

Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 
Time: TBA 
Place: E.J. Thomas Hall, Akron 
 

 


