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From Your President . . . 
As the weather transitions from summer to fall, 
there are still some retiree events remaining for 
2024. Upcoming bus trips are A Beautiful Noise: 
The Neil Diamond Musical in Cleveland and a 
visit to see the Christmas decorations at Stan 
Hywet Hall in Akron. Also on the schedule are 
the annual YSURA Fall Luncheon, the monthly 
Freetimers Breakfast and YSU Women Retirees 
Luncheons.  
 
Speaking of bus trips, prices for motor coach 
rentals have increased twice over the last 18 
months which has caused pricing for some of our 

bus trips to pass the $100 mark. YSURA offers its events at actual cost, so 
we hope members can continue to enjoy our trips and activities despite the 
increase in cost. 
 
The YSURA fall luncheon is scheduled for October 17, 2024, at A La Cart 
Catering in Canfield. The featured speaker will be Scott Schulick, Senior 
Vice President of Investments at Stifel, who will discuss the “future of the 
Valley.” Scott’s connections to YSU started as an undergraduate student, to 
president of Student Government, to graduate student, to YSU Board of 
Trustees member and subsequently to President of the YSU Board of Trus-
tees. He’s currently a part-time faculty member in YSU’s School of  
Accounting and Finance and is also a YSU Foundation Board Member. In 
addition, he’s involved with numerous community organizations, including 
CityScape and the Rotary Club. Prepare for an interesting luncheon. 
 
Our annual YSU Retirees Scholarship endowment solicitation is underway. 
Donations received prior to this year’s solicitation total $142,458, with a 
current market value of $160,842. Our goal is to keep adding to the principal 
of the endowment so that it may help additional students. Thanks to every-
one for your contributions, large or small, to this scholarship program.  
 
If you’re one of the few who hasn’t renewed your YSURA membership for 
2024-2025, please do so as soon as possible to ensure that you continue 
receiving event flyers and Couriers. Membership renewal and new member-
ship applications are available on our website. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at YSURA’s future events.  
 

Ed James  
President, YSURA 
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Past Events 

Spring 2024 Luncheon 
YSURA’s spring 2024 luncheon was held at A La Cart Catering in Canfield on May 16, 2024, with 53 people in 
attendance. Jennifer Lewis-Aey, YSU Human Resources Executive Director and Chief Human Resources Officer, 
paid tribute to new retirees who were in attendance. In addition, John Miller, one of our three 2024-2025 YSU  
Retirees Scholarship recipients, was in attendance and extended his gratitude for the scholarship award. John also 
talked about his career as a firefighter/EMT and how the stress and strain eventually led to the need for a career 
change, resulting in his enrollment in YSU’s nursing program. The afternoon culminated with a presentation by 
Bill Lawson, Executive Director of the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, now celebrating its 150th anniversary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bus Trip to Clue: A New Comedy 
Forty-eight members and guests traveled to Akron, Ohio, on April 25, 2024, to see Clue: A New Comedy. Our first 
stop was in downtown Cuyahoga Falls for dinner at one of its many offerings. The show was held at E.J. Thomas 
Hall on the campus of The University of Akron, our first time at that venue. Adapted from a 1985 film and based 
on the popular board game, Clue is a murder mystery filled with colorful characters and witty humor. Although 
there was a bit of a sound problem from our seats in the balcony, many retirees found the show quite entertaining, 
even remarking that it would have made for a great silent movie due to its fast pace and ever-changing set. 
 
 
 
 

Terry & Jerry Fullum Ed James & John Miller (Scholarship Recipient) 

Honored YSU retirees from L to R:  Hojjat Mehri, Katrena Davidson, Niki Cole Rice, 
Mary Lou Castner, Phillip Brady, Ted Bosela, Sylvia Rupert & Anne Lally 

Mary Margaret Hovanes & Pam Palumbo 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clue_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cluedo
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Gambling Trip - Rivers Casino 
On June 12, 2024, a group of 39 gamblers enjoyed a bus trip to the Rivers Casino in Pittsburgh. This marked the first 
casino trip sponsored by YSURA since the COVID-19 lockdown. In addition to playing slot machines and other ca-
sino games, perfect weather encouraged several people in the group to enjoy an outdoor lunch and a stroll along the 
neighboring banks of the Ohio River. Although nobody openly boasted of life-changing winnings, numerous at-
tendees were spotted sporting abnormally large smiles on the way home. Everyone had a good time and encouraged 
YSURA to sponsor more casino trips in the future.  
 

Bus Trip to Guys and Dolls 
YSURA’s trip to the Ohio Light Opera’s production of Guys and Dolls on July 6, 2024, at The College of 
Wooster’s Freelander Theatre, won’t be its last. The beauty of the Freelander Theatre is its spacious seating and 
small capacity which makes for a comfortable, intimate experience along with live accompaniment.  
 

Guys and Dolls took us from the bustle of Times Square to the dance clubs of Havana to the sewers of New York 
City as it demonstrated the great lengths a “guy” will go to when he truly falls in love with a “doll.” We were treat-
ed to hits like “A Bushel and a Peck,” “Luck Be a Lady,” and “Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat” to name a few.  
After the show, the orchestra conductor boarded the bus to thank us for being such a good audience, saying they 
very much appreciated our group’s attendance. We then headed to downtown Wooster for a choice of dinner at  
either the Olde Jaol Steakhouse & Tavern or the Mariola Italian Restaurant. 
 

Bus Trip to Jamestown, New York 
August 22, 2024, was a day for re-living the comedy of our youth. Thirty-eight members and guests traveled to 
Jamestown, New York—home of Lucille Ball—to visit not only the Luci Desi Museum but also the National Com-
edy Center. From learning the beginnings of Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, to viewing old I Love Lucy memorabilia, 
costumes, sets and video clips, the Luci Desi Museum was an in-depth look at what is considered to be the funniest 
TV comedy of all time.  
 

The National Comedy Center is a state-of-the-art museum dedicated to telling the story of comedy’s great minds 
from sitcoms to late night talk shows to standup. Two hours were barely enough to scratch the surface of the muse-
um’s expansive offerings. A couple of highlights included the 30-minute Johnny Carson video with a holographic 
Jimmy Fallon serving as host and the Act The Part interactive green screen experience where we were able to star 
in classic comedies and act out scenes from I Love Lucy, Saturday Night Live, Roger Rabbit, etc.  
 

In between museum stops, we lunched at the Harbor Hotel on Lake Chautauqua. The sunny weather was perfect for 
strolling the beautiful grounds along the lake and visiting the Lucille Ball Memorial Park adjacent to the hotel.  
Interestingly, the park featured two different Lucy statues known as “Scary Lucy” and “Pretty Lucy,” the latter of 
which was brought in after community uproar over the first statue having little resemblance to Lucy.  

Lena Fabrizio with “Pretty Lucy” Karen Edwards & Darla Funk 
spooning their way to health with 

Vitameatavegamin 

From L to R: Cleo Nastopoulos, Rosanne Volpini (guest), Barbara 

Brothers, Betty Beelen, Carolyn Denny-Schaefer & George Beelen  

on the set of “I Love Lucy”  
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YSU Parking Pass Reminder 

University Schedule of Events 

Ward Beecher Planetarium  
Grand Reopening: October 4, 2024, at 8:00 PM and October 5, 2024, at 2:00 PM and 8:00 PM 
Nightlights 50th Anniversary: This spooky and spectacular annual Halloween event has been going strong since 
1974. Dates are October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26, 2024, from 8-9 PM on all dates with an additional time of 3-4 PM 
on October 26. The children’s version of Nightlights, known as Nite-LITE (as in less scary), is scheduled on Octo-
ber 12, 19 & 26 from 2-3 PM. All shows are free and open to the public on a first-come, first-served basis.  
  
Thomas Colloquium presents VENUS WILLIAMS 
Athlete, entrepreneur and author 
Wednesday, October 23, 2024 
Beeghly Center 
7:00 PM 
Tickets are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no charge with a limit of four per person. Tickets can be 
picked up at the YSU Athletic Ticket Office, 577 Fifth Avenue, located on the north end of Stambaugh Stadium. 
Parking spaces just outside the doors are designed specifically for Ticket Office patrons.  
  
Centofanti Symposium presents HENRY LOUIS GATES, JR. 
Literary critic, professor, historian, filmmaker and host of Finding Your Roots on PBS 
Thursday, November 7, 2024 
Stambaugh Auditorium 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
  
Fall Commencement 
Sunday, December 15, 2024 
Beeghly Center 
1:00 PM - Undergraduate ceremony 
4:30 PM - Graduate ceremony 
  
Centofanti Symposium presents STEVEN VAN ZANDT 
Musician/performer (Bruce Springsteen’s E Street Band) and actor (Sopranos and Lilyhammer) 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 
Stambaugh Auditorium 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

  
Faculty and Staff Showcase 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 
Kilcawley Chestnut Room 
5:00 PM - Doors open 
6:00 PM - Dinner and program 
  
Spring Commencement  
Saturday, May 3 and Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Beeghly Center 
Ceremony times TBA  
 

YSU retirees are entitled to an annual free parking permit which provides access to YSU’s mixed (M) lots. Parking 
permit applications are no longer being mailed to retirees and, unfortunately, there isn’t an option to apply for one 
online. A permit may be obtained by visiting the YSU Parking Services Office in Smith Hall, 275 Fifth Avenue 
(across from Enterprise Car Rental), and completing a brief parking pass application. Smith Hall visitor parking is 
available directly in front of the building. Retirees no longer living in the area may call Parking Services at 330-
941-3546 to make alternate arrangements for obtaining a permit. 
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Maureen Adams 
Dean’s Office, STEM 
 
Samuel Adu-Poku 
Art 
 
Robert Allshouse 
IT Customer Services 
 
Joseph Bielecki 
Environmental Health & Safety 
 
Craig Campbell 
Humanities & Social Sciences 
 
Connie Eddy 
Athletic Ticket Office 
 
Dania Gillam 
YSU Police Department 
 
Allen Hunter 
Chemical & Biological Sciences 
 

Anne Lally 
Student Counseling Services 
 

Hae-Jong Lee 
Dana School of Music & University Theatre 
 

Mustansir Mir 
Humanities & Social Sciences 
 

Jan Modarelli 
Registration 

Valerie O’Dell 
Centofanti School of Nursing 
 
Susan O’Neill 
Dean’s Office, College of Health & Human Services 
 
Niki Cole Rice 
Management & Marketing 
 
Elaine Ruse 
Student Enrollment & Business Services 
 
William Gregory Sturris 
Physics, Astronomy, Geology & Environmental Sciences 
 
Kathryn Umble 
Dana School of Music & University Theatre 
 
Randall Williams 
YSU Police Department 
 
Eric Wingler 
Mathematics & Statistics 
 

Mary Yacovone 
Health Professions 
 

Misook Yun 
Dana School of Music & University Theatre 
 

Mark Zetts 
Criminal Justice & Consumer Sciences 

Congratulations to the Latest Retirees 

Volunteering in Retirement 

In an article appearing in AARP’s Senior Community Services publication, a study completed by the Corporation 
for National and Community Service reported that “Americans over the age of 60 that volunteered reported lower 
disability and high levels of well-being.” Supporting that belief, AARP states that volunteering not only makes an 
immeasurable difference in the lives of others but also provides a sense of purpose, fulfillment and the opportunity 
for those in retirement to stay physically and mentally active. For this edition of the Courier, we reached out to sev-
eral YSU retirees, asking them to share information about their volunteer work in retirement. In all cases, the retir-
ees shared information not only about the volunteer work they do but also the benefits that volunteer work is giving 
them. 
 

Retiree George Beelen, author of the book, Genius Knows No Boundaries, has worked with multiple organizations 
in the Mahoning Valley and founded and presides over the Ohio Cultural Alliance, a group developed to learn 
about the various people and cultures of the Mahoning Valley. George stated that working with the group has 
shown that we are all far more like each other than different. He stated, "It has all been a labor of love - the educa-
tion and the service, to interact with people of such diversity, and the many who have touched and taught me.”  
 

In the publication, Giving Back Helps Others – and You, writers for AARP explained that “The Happiness Effect” 
comes from volunteer work, comparing the feel-good sense after one has a vigorous workout to the opportunity of  
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helping others. Retiree Karen Becker does volunteer work with Daisy Mae, a four-year old bully-mix dog, visiting 
nursing homes, schools, libraries, church functions and Hospice of the Valley through the Alliance of Therapy Dogs 
as well as working with “Wags ‘n Wishes” to help others complete therapy training. Karen explained that research 
has shown that animal-assisted therapy is beneficial for everyone involved and states, “From my point of view, it’s a 
tad addicting. I just love seeing Daisy enjoying visits and how people react whether they have been expecting her, or 
if she appears in the midst of a day that may not be going well. The tears, the smiles and the gratitude are all signs 
our visit makes a difference.”  
 
Retiree Sharyn Fees also works as a volunteer with animals in her duties with Angels for Animals in Canfield, a job 
she has been doing for over ten years. In speaking to potential volunteers, Senior Community Services wrote, “Find 
an activity you’re passionate about. Volunteering is best for all parties involved when you are doing something you 
enjoy.” Like Karen, the joy that Sharyn finds in her work is obvious as well. While she has helped with training vol-
unteers, volunteer orientation, and working at the Angels Gigantic Garage Sale, she said that her greatest love has 
been the direct contact with cats and kittens as she helps an ‘awesome crew of volunteers’ clean the cat wing. After 
cleaning, the volunteers take time to check on the cats and kittens and to work on socializing the shy animals so they 
have a better chance of being adopted. Sharyn offered that she would “highly recommend this great organization to 
anyone who is looking for a way to give back to the community.” 
 

Although extensive research has been devoted to the benefits of volunteer 
work in retirement, perhaps one of the best indications of its importance 
comes in the form of the opportunity to share your own life experiences. 
After her retirement and move to Venice, Florida, retiree Jonelle Beatrice 
had a neighbor who championed education for all. He involved Jonelle by 
having her facilitate ACT/SAT prep for students in UNIDOs, a Hispanic/
Latinx organization in their region. Her volunteer work extended to assist-
ing students at North Port High School as well. However, the majority of 
her volunteer work has been with the Sarasota County Education Founda-
tion where she has had the opportunity to do podcasts, train volunteers to 
mentor high school seniors throughout high school and college, and to actu-
ally become a mentor herself. Jonelle wrote, “Volunteering has provided me 

with the perfect formula for retirement: it takes the knowledge I gained as a professional, adds the pleasure of work-
ing with students, subtracts the daily pressures and stressors of the work world and gives me joy.” 
 
The theme of helping others and using the skills they have honed over the years is woven tightly through the stories 
our retirees shared. During his time at YSU, retiree Greg Gulas worked in Athletics before moving into Student  
Activities. In his retirement, he remains active as a sports correspondent, first with The Vindicator and now with the 
Boardman News. He also continues to volunteer his time and services for YSU’s annual Greek Sing competition, an 
event held each April at Stambaugh Auditorium. Greg said that when he moved to Student Activities, he oversaw the 
Greek system and it was his passion to “help them in any way possible because of their volunteer efforts over the 
course of the academic year.” It’s a passion he has maintained throughout his retirement as he helps to secure judges 
for the event, monitors the timers and makes sure that all of the scoring is accurate.   
 
According to seniorsite.com, “Volunteering not only enriches the community but significantly enhances the personal 
lives of the volunteers by fostering new relationships.” A volunteer for COMPASS Family and Community Services 
(formerly Family Service Agency), retiree Pam Palumbo first became associated with the group through her work 
as chair of the Distribution Committee for United Way. Pam explained that COMPASS serves the Mahoning Valley 
in multiple ways including outpatient mental health and addiction services; Sojourner House, a residential facility for 
family members experiencing domestic violence; and a rape crisis center which serves victims of rape with compas-
sion, care and counseling. A 20-year member of the board of directors, Pam states, “I feel grateful to serve the peo-
ple of the Mahoning Valley who need the help our non-profit organization provides. The staff and administration are 
some of the most compassionate, caring and dedicated people I have ever met. Knowing that there are people in our 
community willing to help citizens who so desperately need it is a heartwarming and gratifying experience.” 
 
Based on the above YSU retiree responses, it’s obvious that volunteering is a way to give back, socialize, stay active 
and make a difference in the lives of others, confirming the research that supports the benefits for both the givers and 
the receivers. 
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In Memoriam 

2024 Heritage Award Recipients 

The late Robert “Bob” Beebe, professor emeritus and founding chair of the first doctoral program at YSU and the 
late Warren Melvin “Renny” Young, professor emeritus and Ward Beecher Planetarium founder were recognized 
as the recipients of the 2024 Youngstown State University Heritage Award during a special presentation at the 
Board of Trustees meeting on June 7, 2024. 

 
Beebe, originally from Schenectady, New York, received a bachelor’s in government and  
international law and relations from Harvard University and then went on to earn his mas-
ter’s degree, certificate of advanced study, and doctor of education degree in educational  
administration from the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. 
 
Throughout his career, Beebe contributed toward the advancement of public schools and  
educational opportunities, helping to prepare future teachers and administrators working as 
an assistant principal, principal, director of affirmative action and personnel director for the 
Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools. He then went on to become a professor of 
Educational Administration at the University of Mississippi, where he was one of two  
recipients for the Burlington-Northern Foundation Faculty Achievement Award for his 
teaching and scholarship. 
 

In 1990 Beebe joined YSU to establish and staff the newly created Department of Educational Administration for 
its new doctoral program in Educational Administration. He received the chairperson’s leadership award and twice 
received the Watson Merit Award for department chairs. Beebe retired from YSU in July 2015. 
  
Young, born in Massillon, Ohio, went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in Physics from 
Case Western Reserve and a doctorate in Astronomy from The Ohio State University. He 
began his career working for the Naval Observatory in Washington D.C. In 1962 he began 
working at YSU, serving as chair for the Department of Physics and Astronomy and as a 
faculty member during his tenure. In 1966, Young founded YSU’s Ward Beecher Planetar-
ium. 
 
He was also a published member of the Ohio Cultural Alliances and served as a mem-
ber of the Mahoning Valley Astronomical Society. Young retired from full-time teach-
ing at YSU in 2014 but continued to teach part time through 2019. 
 
Both Beebe's and Young's names will be etched on the Heritage Wall on campus. 
 
Note:  Heritage Award information reprinted from the YSU News Center. 

Dean Brown, 85 
8/2/2024 
Retired 2001, Mathematics 

 
Ted Chrobak, 87 
8/5/2024 
Retired 2006, Computer Science & Info Systems 
 
Robert Foulkes, 81 
4/30/2024 
Retired 2006,  Electrical Engineering 
 
Edward Holisky, 81 
6/17/2024 
Retired 1993, Facilities Maintenance 

Raymond Hurd, 95 
8/13/2024 
Retired 1990, Mathematics 
 
Isabel Kiriazis, 94 
9/3/2024 
Retired 1990, Registration 

 
James Lepore, 91 
6/12/2024 
Retired 1995, Art 
 
Pauline Saternow, 77 
9/6/2024 
Retired 2006, Intercollegiate Athletics 

 

 



 

Upcoming Retiree Events 

 

See below for upcoming events 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date:     1st Tuesday of every month 
Time:    9:00 AM 
Place:     Dutch Haus, Columbiana  

 (until further notice) 

YSU Women Retirees Luncheon (2024-25) 
 

Dates: September 12, October 10, November 14, December 
12, March 13, April 10, May 8 & June 12 (2nd 
Thursday of the month except January, February,  
July & August) 

Time: 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 
Place: To be announced in each luncheon notification 

 

YSURA Fall 2024 Luncheon 
 

Date: October 17, 2024 
Time: 11:30 AM 
Place: A La Cart, Canfield 
Speaker: Scott Schulick, YSU Alumnus & Former 

YSU Board of Trustees Member  

 

YSURA Bus Trip to A Beautiful Noise:  
The Neil Diamond Musical 

 
Date: October 13, 2024 
Time: 2:00 PM departure 
Place: Connor Palace, Cleveland 

 

YSU Holiday Breakfast 
 

Date: December 2024 (exact date TBA) 
Time: 8:00 AM 
Place: Kilcawley Center Chestnut Room 
 YSU Campus 

 

YSURA Bus Trip: Stan Hywet 
Deck The Hall Tour 

 
Date: December 6, 2024 
Time: TBA 
Place: Stan Hywet Hall, Akron 


