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 As is the case every spring, YSURA Board members 
are busy scheduling events to keep YSURA mem-
bers busy through the coming months. A few of our 
new events include The Doo Wop Project, an even-
ing of music at the restored Robins Theatre in 
Warren, Ohio, and an overnight excursion to the Ark 
Encounter and Newport Aquarium in northern 
Kentucky. Check the back page of this Courier for a 
full list of events scheduled to date. 
 
I’m happy to report that the YSU Retirees Scholar-
ship Endowment continues to grow with donations 

now totaling $147,103 as of the end of March. The YSU Retirees Scholar-
ship Committee was able to award four $1,500 scholarships for the 2025-
2026 academic year from a pool of 49 applicants. The recipients have been 
invited to our spring luncheon on May 15. Their profiles are available on the 
next pages of this Courier. Thank you to the retirees who continue to sup-
port this program. Keep in mind that as an endowment, your donations will 
continue to support scholarships in perpetuity. 
 
The YSU Heritage Award Committee met recently to select the recipients 
for 2025. Congratulations to Charles R. Singler and Barbara C. Orton who 
were selected and will be recognized at the June 26, 2025, meeting of the 
YSU Board of Trustees.  
 
Our thanks go out to Mary Hake who has completed her term as a YSURA 
representative on the YSU Heritage Award Committee. YSU President Bill 
Johnson will select Mary’s replacement from a list of three nominees sub-
mitted by the YSURA Board. The individual selected will join Pam  
Palumbo and Jan Elias as YSURA’s three representatives on the sixteen-
member committee. 
 
Thanks also go out to Don Mathews who served on the YSURA Board and 
YSU Retirees Scholarship Committee for many years. Don will remain 
close to YSURA as an ex officio member of the Board. Gordon Longmuir, 
who previously served as a YSURA Board member and president, will serve 
as Don’s replacement. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Jim Tressel, former YSU President and current 
YSURA member, who has been appointed by Ohio Governor Mike DeWine 
to serve as the 67th Lieutenant Governor of the State of Ohio.  
 
 

Ed James 
President, YSURA 

 

 

SPRING 2025 NEWSLETTER 

http://www.ysuretirees.org


 

 Spring 2025—page 2  

Introducing the 2025-2026 YSU Retirees Scholarship Recipients 
 

JENNA BILLET is a 2022 graduate of Austintown Fitch High School and a junior 
with a 3.80 GPA in the Respiratory Care program. 
 
Jenna states the experiences she has had at YSU have shaped her into a dedicated 
and driven individual, and that the work in the Respiratory Care program helped 
push her beyond her limits, allowing her to gain resilience and confidence with each 
hurdle. She credits the faculty at YSU for being instrumental in her role in education 
with the guidance and encouragement that fueled her passion for learning, develop-
ing critical thinking skills, a strong work ethic, and the ability to adapt to new chal-
lenges. 
 
A member of Delta Zeta sorority, the Student Government Association, the Student 
Organization of Respiratory Care and the Honors College, Jenna believes that her 
involvement at YSU has enabled her to build lasting relationships with her peers 
and mentors. She sites her role overseeing the homecoming float for Delta Zeta as a 

way of seeing and understanding the sense of community within YSU and how strong Penguin Pride really is. The 
event and community involvement showed her that even after graduating, she will always have a home at Youngs-
town State. 
 
 
AUTUMN MASON is a graduate of McDonald High School who carries a 3.90 
GPA and is a junior majoring in Psychology with a minor in Philosophy. 
 
Autumn’s YSU journey began after high school in 2018. Due to financial difficul-
ties, she had to withdraw after her first semester. She returned to YSU in the spring 
of 2023 after working allowed her to save enough money to completely pay for the 
semester out of pocket. She finished the semester with a 4.0 GPA, also receiving the 
Excellence in Writing Award from the English and World Language Department. 
The following semester she learned she was going to become a mother.  
Despite the challenges of being a new mom, Autumn persevered and continued to 
carry a full load, again earning a 4.0 every semester since returning to YSU.  
 

A Psychology major and Philosophy minor, Autumn has learned that she has a pas-
sion for social justice. She wants to be part of the change and help as many people 
as she can. She plans to take the LSAT and pursue a law degree. Autumn also vol-
unteers her time with Project MKC (Making Kids Count) filling bags with essential needs for new moms and fos-
ter children. Three semesters away from graduation, Autumn says that help from scholarships has taken a lot of 
stress away. She’s grateful for that support as well as for the professors at YSU. She’s especially grateful for the 
diversity of the YSU campus community, which has enabled her to learn both in and out of the classroom. 
 

 
BRIANNA SCARMACK, an Education major with an Endorsement in Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages, is a 2022 graduate of Hubbard High 
School and a junior whose GPA is 3.96. 
 
Because of her participation in high school clubs and events that brought her to 
campus, Brianna says she fell in love with YSU long before she was a YSU student. 
It was what she described as the vibrant, welcoming atmosphere of YSU that made 
the University her one and only college choice, a decision that solidified her deci-
sion after she attended YSU’s Penguin Preview Day. 
 
In addition to her work as a secretary at the Teacher Education and Leadership  
Office, Brianna is a volunteer at the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley and is 
actively involved with the Youth Programs at Grace Fellowship Church where she 
leads a college-aged church group. She also serves as a youth leader in the church’s 
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Congratulations and best wishes to the latest retirees: 

young adult ministry where she teaches lessons, leads discussions and mentors middle school students - activities 
that she says strengthened her leadership and relationship-building skills.  
 
For the past three years, she’s worked at an after-school STEM program for elementary students, and during the 
summer she works at Camp Sunshine in Aurora, a summer camp for students with special needs. When Governor 
Mike DeWine came to YSU, Brianna was selected to be a part of the Literacy Roundtable Discussion about new 
policies to improve reading in schools. She had the opportunity to participate in conversations as well as to meet 
superintendents from across the county.  
 
From the days of participating in College in High School classes until now, Brianna maintains that the essential 
skills she has learned from YSU’s professors, who are not only educators but also mentors, have provided her with 
the skills that will allow her to be a better teacher. 
 
 
ALLISON STANKO is a graduate of Canfield High School and earned her bache-
lor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering at YSU in the spring of 2024. She’s cur- 
rently in her second semester of YSU’s Engineering Management master’s program 
and carries a 4.0 GPA while also working full time in Virginia at the Norfolk Naval 
Shipyard as a Nuclear Engineer. 
 
While on campus, Allison served as treasurer of YSU’s Society of Women Engi-
neers and did research with professors as a part of the Choose Ohio First Scholarship 
Program. She was also responsible for the design and manufacturing of the Payload 
Lead of a prototype rocket built by the YSU Rocket Club for competition. A mem-
ber of the Honor’s College, she was also an active member of Tau Beta Phi. During 
the summer of 2022, she was a full-time mechanical engineer at Goodyear, and the 
following summer she worked at Goodyear as a project engineer. 
 
According to Allison, the rigorous coursework at YSU has challenged her to think 
critically and pushed her beyond her limits, making every academic experience a 
contribution to her growth. She also believes that the hands-on learning experiences bridge the gap between theory 
and practice. While balancing coursework, work and personal responsibilities is difficult at times, YSU has taught 
her valuable lessons about time management and perseverance. She believes that the encouragement from profes-
sors, friends, and mentors remind her that growth often comes from overcoming obstacles. YSU has also helped 
her step out of her comfort zone, making her more confident in expressing ideas, taking on leadership roles, and 
embracing new experiences. In addition, the University’s diverse campus environment has exposed her to different 
perspectives and broadened her understanding of the world. 
 

Retirements 

Michael Bowman, Student Counseling Services 
David Ewing, Grounds 

Edward Goist, WYSU-FM 
Christopher Krummel, Dana School of Music & University Theater 

Marcia Matanin, Teacher Education & Leadership Studies 
Linda Mazzocco, Human Resources 

Migdalia McClendon, Undergraduate Admissions 
Danny O’Connell, Parking Services 

Salvatore Sanders, College of Graduate Studies 
Becky Varian, Academic Success Center 

George Yanchick, Facilities 
Christine Yankle, Chief Information Office 
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Important Announcement Regarding YSU Email Addresses 

Past Events 

Recently YSU Human Resources has been contacting retirees at their @ysu.edu address regarding the discontinua-
tion of their University email account. Retirees who use their @ysu.edu email on a regular basis should have al-
ready seen the Information Technology Services notification; however, those who don’t use their email regularly 
may have missed it. Below is the information that has been communicated. 
 

As cybersecurity threats continue to escalate globally and technology costs increase, Youngstown State Uni-
versity has made the decision to phase out email accounts for retirees that have @ysu.edu email addresses 
including those with emeritus status. This is being done to further safeguard our institution's digital environ-
ment and is becoming the standard in higher education. 
 

When will this happen? 
Access to @ysu.edu email accounts will end on July 1, 2025. 
 

What if I am a retiree of the university but have been re-employed following retirement or I am currently 
enrolled as a student? 
Retirees that have been re-employed by the university or are currently enrolled as a student, will maintain 
access to their @ysu.edu email address. At time of separation or following graduation, access to your 
@ysu.edu email address will be ended. If you actively use your @ysu.edu email address, please ensure you 
take the necessary steps outlined below prior to your separation or graduation.  
 

Why is this change necessary? 
Maintaining legacy email accounts poses significant cybersecurity risks, such as phishing and hacking  
attempts, which could compromise sensitive university systems. By taking this step, we are prioritizing the se-
curity of our infrastructure while also addressing rising operational costs. 
 

What do I need to do? 
If you actively use your @ysu.edu email address, we encourage you to: 
 

• Create a new primary email account using reputable services such as Outlook, Gmail, or Yahoo Mail. 
• Migrate important emails or files from your @ysu.edu account before July 1, 2025. 
• Update your contact information on websites, social media accounts, online shopping platforms, banking 

services, and other platforms where your @ysu.edu email is registered. 
• Update your My Retirement Manager Account Security Profile by logging into your My Retirement 

Manager account and selecting Security Profile from the Profile dropdown menu in the upper right corner 
of the webpage. Once viewing the security profile, you will be able to review and update your contact in-
formation to replace your @ysu.edu email with your personal email address if applicable. 

 

To avoid the disruption of any of your communications, we strongly encourage you to begin making these 
changes well before July 1, 2025, as account deletion will begin on that day. If you are no longer using your 
@ysu.edu account, no action is required, and your account will automatically be closed on July 1, 2025.  
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you’re receiving YSURA information (event flyers, newsletters, etc.) electronically at your 
@ysu.edu email address, please send your new email address to ysuretirees@gmail.com so we can make the appro-
priate change to your membership information. If we don’t hear from you regarding your new email address, we’ll 
start sending YSURA notifications to you via USPS effective July 1, 2025. 

Bus Trip to A Beautiful Noise – The Neil Diamond Musical 
A sold-out busload of 54 attended the October 13, 2024, performance of A Beautiful Noise – The Neil Diamond 
Musical. After stopping for dinner at Legacy Village, we traveled to the Connor Palace in downtown Cleveland for 
the show. Neil Diamond’s rise to fame was told through flashbacks, with one actor embodying a current-
aged Diamond as he reflected on his troubled past through therapy sessions, and another actor portraying 
Diamond during his heyday. Of particular note was former American Idol winner, Nick Fradiani, whose 
vocals were shockingly Diamond-like as he sang more than two dozen hit songs spanning the 60s, 70s and 
80s. At the conclusion of the show, the cast had the entire audience on its feet singing “Sweet Caroline—
bah bah bah—good times never seemed so good—so good, so good, so good,” leaving everyone grinning 
from ear to ear.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/13mnth/9hr2px/5eubzp
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Fall 2024 Luncheon 
Forty-seven members and guests attended our fall luncheon on October 17, 2024, at A La Cart in Canfield. Follow-
ing the enjoyable buffet, Scott Schulick, YSU alumnus and former Board of Trustees member, spoke about the 
University as well as his years of involvement with Youngstown CityScape and the continuing changes and chal-
lenges to downtown Youngstown. In addition, Scott announced he had just been named capital campaign chairman 
of the Kilcawley Center renovation project, a building where he spent a large part of his student time at the Univer-
sity. 

 
Bus Trip to Stan Hywet “Deck the Hall” Christmas Tour 
Many YSURA members have made the trip to Akron to see the beautiful gardens of Stan Hywet in the summer, but 
on December 4, 2024, it was all about getting in the holiday spirit as we visited the estate during its annual “Deck 
the Hall” Christmas Tour. Our group of 54 first had dinner at Papa Joe’s Italian restaurant in Akron. Then, due to a 
narrow entrance gate to the Stan Hywet property, had a bus ride they wouldn’t soon forget. 
 
The estate was adorned with 1.4 million lights, transforming the gardens and house into a breathtaking winter won-
derland. Inside were 21 rooms with holiday trees and decorations reflecting the elegance and grandeur of the his- 
toric mansion. Outside, lights and decorations lined the pathways and hung from trees while holiday music filled 
the air with festive melodies.  

 
YSU Holiday Breakfast 
On Wednesday, December 11, 2024, a group of YSURA members braved the wintry weather to attend the annual 
YSU Holiday Breakfast. They joined a packed Kilcawley Center Chestnut Room to enjoy the usual breakfast buf-
fet. Individuals took the opportunity to meet with former colleagues and friends. For many retirees, this continued a 
tradition going back over 40 years.  
 
After breakfast, YSU President Bill Johnson took the microphone to thank everyone for coming and recognized 
several groups by asking them to stand, including new employees, student employees, and YSU Retirees, among 
others. He also took the opportunity to individually introduce the YSU Board of Trustees and update everyone on 
the status of YSU and plans for the future. To complete his portion of the program, President Johnson, accompa-
nied by piano, serenaded attendees by singing “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”  
 
Two United States Marines were on hand to support the Toys for Tots Campaign and thanked YSU employees and 
others in attendance for the mountain of gifts they donate annually to be distributed to children throughout the  
Mahoning Valley. To close the event, everyone was invited to join in the levity of a Left/Right Game whereby the 
reading of a story dictated whether a wrapped package should be moved one person to the left or one person to the 
right. The person holding the package at the end of the story received it as a Christmas present.  

In Memoriam 

Frank Akpadock, 68 
2/25/2025 
Retired 2020, Center for Urban & Regional Studies 

 

Mary Ann Bodnark, 69 
2/9/2025 
Retired 2022, Marketing & Communications 

 

Karen DeMatteo, 85 
1/29/2025 
Retired 2015, Mathematics 

 

Dorothy Durina, 95 
10/23/2024 
Retired 1996, Registration 

 

Michael Finney, 84 
1/13/2025 
Retired 2012, English 
 

Elmer Foldvary, 89 
12/20/2024 
Retired 1996, Chemistry 

 

Nira Robinette, 93 
2/28/2025 
Retired 1996, Mathematics 

 

Walter Rusnak, 87 
1/3/2025 
Retired 1993, Admissions 

 

Steven Schildcrout, 81 
12/26/2024 
Retired 2005, Chemistry 

 

Charles Whitman, 96 
2/20/2025 
Retired 1993, Career Services  
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Our Retiree Spotlight shines 
this spring on GEORGE 
BEELEN, retired chair of the 
YSU History Department. 
George is the author of 
“Genius Knows No Bounda-
ries” and is a man who, 
throughout his lifetime, has 
been a champion for educa-
tion, for his students, and for 
countless individuals around 
the world. 
  

A graduate of Campbell Memorial High School in 1954, 
George attended Youngstown College on a Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube scholarship. He attended college classes 
during the day and worked in the open hearth at the mill 
at night. In 1956 when they were both 20 years old, 
George married his wife Betty, who was his high school 
sweetheart and continued his studies, graduating in 1958 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Studies.  
  
The first job George had was at Poland High School 
where he taught US Government and Advanced Place-
ment American History. While teaching at Poland, he 
also worked on his master’s degree which he received at 
Western Reserve (now Case Western Reserve) in 1962. 
During that time, George was one of only 96 Humani-
ties teachers from across the United States to receive the 
prestigious John Hay Fellowship Scholarship. He and 15 
others were enrolled at Northwestern University, one of 
six major universities involved in the program. This  
enabled George and his family, which now included 
Betty and their three children, to move to Evanston, Illi-
nois for one year while George attended Northwestern 
University. Returning to Poland High School after his 
year at Northwestern, George had the opportunity to 
teach Advanced Placement courses, Speech and Latin 
American History. 
  
In addition to teaching full time at Poland, George also 
began to teach part time in the History Department at 
Youngstown College in 1962. Four years later, he left 
Poland High School to accept a full-time position at the 
College. From the evolution of Youngstown College to 
Youngstown State University and until his retirement, 
George had the opportunity to work under the leadership 
of five University presidents, to witness the growth of 
YSU and the increase in the student body, and to  
become an active member of many of the University’s 
committees. He also earned his doctorate degree from 
Kent State University in 1971, becoming a full-time 
professor and ultimately chair of the History Depart-
ment, a position he held from 1977 to 1992. After his  
retirement in 1996, then-YSU President Leslie Cochran 

appointed George to serve as the University’s Govern-
ment Relations Liaison. 
  
A memory George shared is the story of seeing a rain-
bow while traveling to campus one day to speak to hun-
dreds of potential students and their parents. The rain-
bow arched across YSU. It was then he thought that 
YSU was his pot of gold and that it could also be their 
pot of gold - a place filled with incredible students, col-
leagues, and administration, and the opportunity for all 
of them to offer not only knowledge but also personal 
growth to all who were there. 
  
Encouraging personal growth has also been the catalyst 
of George’s career. His doctoral dissertation from KSU 
was “Harding and Mexico: Diplomacy by Economic 
Persuasion” which examined economic diplomacy  
between the United States and Mexico in the 1920s. 
That dissertation led to George being asked to speak in 
Middletown, Ohio, where the focus was on Mexico. At 
that presentation, attendees from Mexico asked George 
to come to Guadalajara to share his speech. It was there 
that George learned about the Guadalajara Cultural Alli-
ance which became the model for the Ohio Cultural  
Alliance, an organization George founded in 1987 and 
one over which he presided for 40 years. With a focus 
on cultural enrichment, each year the group centered on 
a theme, taking a country at a time to learn about the 
various people and cultures of the Mahoning Valley. 
The meetings included dinner related to the cultural 
group, enrichment, and some type of cultural entertain-
ment. George states that the group helped develop an 
understanding of many people, not just one culture but 
cultures that are different than ours. He’s grateful to 
have interacted with a vast diversity of people who have 
both touched his life and taught him. 
  
The Ohio Cultural Alliance, which has now merged 
with the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, continues 
to support and encourage a greater understanding of the 
diversity of all people. Over the years, George kept 
notes of all of the different events and the people show-
cased in those events saying, “We learned in the process 
that we are far more like each other than different.  
Indeed, we concluded that all people, groups, religions, 
and cultures have good people, even geniuses.” Those 
people and their stories became the basis of George’s 
book, “Genius Knows No Boundaries,” a book for 
which he has done considerable speaking engagements. 
  
In addition to the publication of his most recent book, 
George has received multiple accolades and honors  
including the YSU Heritage Award in 2006; the Distin-
guished Professor Award three times, once each for 
scholarship, administrative, and public service; and most 

Retiree Spotlight 
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recently the honor of being named to the Ohio Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame in 2024. This prestigious award, 
presented by the Ohio Department of Aging, recognizes 
lifelong contributions to the recipients’ communities, 
professions and vocations. Established in 1977 and pre-
sented in a ceremony in Columbus, only 500 Ohio recip-
ients have been honored over the years. George was one 
of only five Ohio residents to receive the award in 2024 
and, in doing so, joined the ranks of such other Ohio  
individuals as John Glenn and Erma Bombeck. 
 
It’s an understatement to say that George has lived a life 
of service. Prior to he and Betty moving to Canfield, 
they lived in Austintown where George was elected to 
three terms as a township trustee and served several 
terms as president of the Mahoning County Association 
of Townships and Clerks. While in Austintown, he and 
Betty were founding members of St. Joseph Church 
where George served as a eucharistic minister and lector. 
Among other organizations, his service has also included 
serving on the Hospice Board of Directors, the Interna-

tional Institute of Friends of the Steel Museum, YSU 
Retirees Association Board of Directors, Mahoning Val-
ley Historical Society, International Institute Foundation, 
American Heart Association, United Way, and the 
Youngstown Revitalization Committee. He and Betty 
now attend St. Michael Church in Canfield where 
George has recently resumed his duties as a lector. 
 
George is most proud of his family, his role in educa-
tion, and his service work, adding that it has all been a 
labor of love. For the past 68 years, he and Betty have 
traveled through life together. They continue to enjoy 
events with the YSU Retirees Association; various con-
certs and lectures; and time with their three children 
(Lynn, George and Gary), nine grandchildren and ten 
great-grandchildren. They’ve also done extensive travel-
ing around the world with some of their favorite trips  
being to Switzerland as well as a repositioning cruise 
across the Atlantic Ocean which included stops in two 
cities in Spain and three in Italy, culminating with a 
flight to Prague.   

The Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees (OCHER) is a not-for-profit organization of retiree representa-
tives from 13 public four-year institutions of higher education across the State of Ohio. The organization works 
to promote and advocate for the welfare of Ohioans who have been employed by and retired from our state insti-
tutions. As president of OCHER, I would like to submit our concerns and views on the current state of affairs of 
STRS Ohio. 
 
The next few months will be exceedingly important to the Ohio State Teacher's Retirement System (STRS). More 
than 537,000 active and retired teacher members receive or will receive benefits and health care from STRS. Ad-
ministrators and staff work to be good stewards of the system. All will be affected by the election of individuals to 
an STRS Board which is currently in turmoil. Also critical are the appointment of an executive director to a post 
which has lacked a permanent leader for more than a year and the replacement of a chief investment officer and 
other senior staff following recent resignations. 
 
Looking forward with good will, the Ohio Council of Higher Education Retirees expresses its support for the fol-
lowing: 
 
• Intergeneration fairness between current retirees and teachers who will retire in the future. 
• A reduction in the number of years active teachers must work for full pension benefits. 
• Increases in cost-of-living adjustments but only if such increases do not cause serious damage to the present 

and future health of the fund. 
• An increase in employer contributions to the system. 

 
We hope the STRS Board will support STRS administrators and staff as they work to maintain the financial 
stability and integrity of STRS. We hope others throughout the state will agree with these objectives and 
work to support the financial stability and integrity of STRS. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me via phone at 234-855-5995 or email at 
mca1@zoominternet.net.  
 

Marianne Anderson 
YSU Retiree 

OCHER President, 2024-2026 

Message Fom OCHER President Regarding STRS 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

See below for Upcoming Events 

 

 
 

Freetimers Breakfast 
 

Date: First Tuesday of every month 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Where: Dutch Haus, Columbiana, OH 
Note: No reservation is necessary 

 
YSURA Spring Luncheon 

 

Date: Thursday, May 15, 2025 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 
Where:  A La Cart, Canfield, OH 
Speaker:  Shianna Gibbons, reporter for WKBN-TV and 

2022 YSU Retirees Scholarship recipient 
 

 
 

The Doo Wop Project 
 

Date: Sunday, April 27, 2025 
Time: 5:00 p.m. 
Where: Robins Theatre, Warren, OH 
 

 
YSURA Bus Trip 

Ark Encounter & Newport Aquarium 
 

Date: September 15 and 16, 2025 (overnight trip) 
Time:  7:00 a.m. departure 
Where: Williamstown & Newport, KY 

 

YSURA Bus Trip - Broadway Musical  
Carousel 

 

Date: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 
Time: 12:00 p.m. departure 
Where: Freelander Theatre, Wooster, OH 
 

Tour of Excellence Training Center 
 

Date: Wednesday, June 18, 2025 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Where: Kohli Hall, YSU Campus 
  
 


